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ADVENTUASS in two Deſart Iſlands, 


And an Account of the moſt Remarkable 
Things in Maurice Iſland, Batavia, at the 
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To the moſt Honourable 


Marqueſs of KENT, 

Earl of Harrold, and Viſcount Goderich, 
Lord Chamberlain of Her Majeſty's 
Houſhold, Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of HFereford, and one of the 

Lords of Her Majeſtys moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy Council. 


My Lob, 


HE only Excuſe the Tran- 
ſlator f this Voyage has to 
make Tour Lordſhip, for preſu- 
ming to put your Name before it, 
is that be found it in the Origi- 5 
nal, and hop d your Lordſhip, who 
bas diſtinguiſbd your ſelf by your 

\ Humanity and Love of the Belles 

A 2 Let- 


_— 


The Dedication. 
Lettres, will be as well pleas'd to 
ſee it in an Engliſh, as in a French 

Dreſs. The Original ts true, has 
the advantage of being known to 


more Nations, and the ſpreading. 


your Lordſhips Fame, was a Fuſtice 
the Language of our Enemies ow'd 
to the many vighQualities that have 


10%, 
gion 
Lor. 
bas 4 
cond 
Jour 


nobl, 
the | 


plac'd you in one of the firſt Poſis of | Gon 


the Britiſh Empire, and one of the 
neareſt to Her Majeſties Sacred 
Perſon and Favour. I cond not 
have if any my ſelf, if any Fo- 


reigner ſbou d have ſhewn more Ne. 


pet for your Lordſhip than an En- 
gliſhman, or if a 1 raveller in 
rnde and deſolate Iſlands ſhould be 
more ambitions of your Protection, 
than one who has had the honour at 
other times to frequent tbe deli- 


Lora 


The Dedication. 

N cions Plains of Parnaſſus, a Re. 
1 gion that is immediately under your 
s || Lordſhips Government, and that 
o has vi ſibly flouriſh d, ſince you have 
g condeſcended to make it a part of 
e | your Care, which is otherwiſe more 
4} nobly employd for the Service of 
e | the beſt of Princes, and the beſt of 
of Countries. Let it be ſaid my 
e Lord; Notwithſtanding our unhap. 
d Divi ſions, againſt which all our 
ot Lordſbips moderate Councels have 
-= vigorouſly declard, and endea- 
e. vour d to unite us all in our Duty 
n- 10 Her Majeſty, and Peace among 
inf our ſelves; but Diviſion is ſo 
he natural to Mankind, that who can 
n, hope to ſee an end of it in his I ime? 
Me find the ſolitary Inhabitants of 
. Rodrigo had their Debates and 


* The Dedication. 


2 


Diſputes ; and 7 Men united by 


3 common Intereſt, and common Dan- 
ger, were divided by their Paſſions, 
3 May Your Lordſbips eminent 
. Worth always meet with the Pro. 

ſperity it deſerves, may it never 


the moſt Heroick Virtue. 


r,, 


moſt Obedient, 


Your Lordſhips moſt Humble, 


be wrong d by Fealouſy, nor reach d 
by Envy, too Common in this de. 
generate Age, to the prejudice of 


T his 


my Lord will always be the bear- 


and moſt Devoted Servant; 
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Eaſe-In 
and N⸗ 


4 Catalogue of Books newly Printed or a- 
bout to be Printed, by the Perſons that 
„„ 


E W Voyages to North-America; Contain- 

| ing an Account of the ſeveral Nations of 
that vaſt Continent, their Cuſtoms, Com- 

| merce, and way of Navigation upon the 
Lakes and Rivers; the ſeveral Attempts of the Engliſh 
and French to diſpoſſeſs one another, with the Reaſons 
of the Miſcarriage of the former, and the various Ad- 
ventures between the French and Iroqueſe Confederates 


of England, from 1683, to 1684. Together with a 


Geographical Deſcription of Canada, and a Natural 
Hiſtory of the Country, with Remarks upon their Go- 
vernment, and the Intereſt of the Engliſh and French 
in their Commerce: To which is added a Dictionary 
of the Algonline Language, which is generally ſpoke 
in North-America; iliuſtrared with Twenty three 
Maps and Cuts: Written in French by the Baron La- 
hontan, Lord Lieutenant of the French Colony at Pla- 
centia in Newfoundland; Now in England. Done into 
Engliſh in two Volums in Oftavo, | | 

A Collection of Voyages undertaken by the Durch 
Haf- India Company for the Improvement of Trade 
and Navigation, Containing an Account of ſeveral At- 
tempts to find ont the North. Eaſt Paſſage, and their 
Diſcoveries in the Eaft Paſſage, and their Diſcoveries 
in the Eaſt- Indies, and the South Seas; together with 
an Hiſtorical Introduction, giving an Account of the 
Riſe, Progreſs and Eſtabliſhment of tfiat great Body: 
Tranſlated into Engliſh, and illuſtrated with ſeveral 
Charts, in Oct avo. . | 

A New Voyage to the Levant, Containing an Ac- 
count of the moſt Remarkable Curiofities in Germany, 
France, Malta, and Turkey. By the Sieur Du Mon: : 
Done into Englifþ ; the 4th Edition in Ofavo. 

The Solitary or Carthuſian Gardiner, Containing 
the Method to make and cultivate all ſorts of Gardens, 
alſo a complear Floriſt, Tranſlated from the French: In 
Octavo. 5 | 

| | The 


A Catalogue of BOOTS. 


The Roman Hiſtory Compleat in 5 Vol. The two 
firſt done by Mr. Echard, and the three laſt continued 
by an Accurate Hand: In Ofavo. | 8 

A Compleat Body of Chirurgical Operations, Con- 
taining the whole Practice of Surgery, with Obſerva- 
tions and Remarks on each Caſe, Illuſtrated with Cop- 
per Plates: By M. De la Vaugyion : Done into Engliſh, 
The 2d Edition: In Octavo. . | 

The Compleat Surgeon, or the whole Art of Sur- 
gery explained in a moſt familiar Method: By Mon- 
ſieur Le Clerc. The 4th Edition Enlarged : In Twelves. 

The Anatomy of Human Bodies improv'd, according 

to the Circulation of the Blood, and all the Modern 
Diſcoveries : By Monſieur Dionis. With an ample Diſ- 
ſertation upon the Nature of Generation, and ſeveral 
new Syſtems : In Qftavo. | | 

Recreations Mathematical and Phyſical ; laying down, 
and ſolving many Profitable and Delighrful Problems of 
Arethmetick, Geometry, Opticks, Gnomonicks, Coſ- 
mography, Mechanicks, Phyſicks, and Pyrotechny. By 
Monſieur Ozanam, Profeſſor of the Mathematicks at Pa- 
ris. Done into Engliſh, and illuſtrated with ſeveral hun- 
dred Cuts: In Ottavo, Price 6 s. | 
Propoſals are alſo offer'd for Printing Mr. Ozanam's 
whole Courſe of rhe Mathematicks in 5 Vol. in Octavo. 
Done into Engliſh by ſeveral Hands, and each Vol. 
illuſtrated with ſeveral hundred Cuts, being much more 
Copious, Exact and Uleful, than any yer done: Any 
Perſon that enters his Name with the Proprietors that 
print this, and pays 5 5. ſhall have a perfect Book when 
finiſhed, on payivg 17 8. 6 p. more, and their Name 
printed before the ſame. Price ro Subſcribers 1 J. 2.5. 6 d. 
to others 30 Shillings. © if ; 

Propoſals alſo for Printing Mr. Guillim's Diſplay 
of Heraldry, carefully Corrected from the Errors in the 
_ Edition, and enlarg'd near one Third : In large 
*olio. | 


* Propoſals alſo for Printing the Gentlemans Recreati- | 


ons in large Folio, with grear Additions throughout, 
and one entire Book added, being a compleat Body of 
our Foreſts, Chace and Game Law, as they are now 
in England, with thoſe of France, Germany, &c. In large 
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Author's Preface. 


THE 


againſt Prefaces, for my part I al- 
ways read them with Profit. To de- 
prive ones ſelf of ſo neceſſary a Thing, is 
to leave off a good Faſhion at the peril of 
Reaſon and Inſtruction: He that expoſes a 
Work to the Multitude, brings himſelf into 
ſuch great Danger, let his Deſign be ever 
ſo juſt, and the execution of it ever ſo per- 
tet, that in Prudence he ought to neg- 
lect nothing to prepare the minds of his 
Readers, and prevent the ill effects of Igno- 
rance and Malice: But if the Author do's 
this for his own Advantage, the Readers alſo 
in my Opinion benefit by it; for by this he 
ſmooths the way for them. He enlightens 
them, and makes ſeveral things eaſy, in 
which otherwiſe they would find a great deal 
of Difficulty. Be it as it will, I beg the favour 
of you, courteous and juſt Reader, to ſuffer 
me to Diſcourſe with you a little before you 
turn to the Relation of my Adventures, 
which I am about to preſent to you. 
2 When 


ET who will ſay what they pleaſe 


A 
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The Authors P R EFACE. 


When the Companions of ' my Fortune 


and my ſelf embark'd aboard our Ship the 


Swallow at Amſterdam, abundance of our 
Friends attended us to the Water-ſide, and 


when they took their leaves of us, they 


cry'd as long as they could ſee us; 


Pray let us hear from you, ſend us all the 


News you can, and fill your Letters with the 
particular Circumſtances of your Adventures. 
From that very Minute 1 form'd to my 
ſelf the deſign of giving them Satisfacti- 
on. But you will find when you have read 
my Hiſtory, that my Defign could not be 
executed. After my return, I could neither 
refuſe them the demand they made of ſee- 
ing my Journal, nor excuſe my ſelf from 
anſwering a hundred Queſtions they ask d 
concerning things which I had not inſerted 
in it, but which were however ſtill in my 
Memory. I have met no Body ever ſince 
who has not been very Inquiſitive, and I 
have. endeavour'd to ſatisfie the curioſity of 
my Friends to the utmoſt of my Power. 
Tho' if I may be ſo free, I have met with 
Perſons who have been ſo Importunate, that 
they became troubleſome with their Inqui- 
ries, 

To fave my ſelf anſwering an infinite num- 
ber of Queſtions, and being continually 


teaz'd by the like importunity, it one day 


came into my Mind, that the beſt way to 
do it would be to write down a Relation of 


my Voyage and Adventures, and to ſhew 
i 
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"The Author's PREFACE, 
it to thoſe of my Friends and Acquaintanee 
who deſird to ſee it. Accordingly I wrote 


theſe Memoirs, they were preſently ſeen in 
the World, and I fanſydI faw in the looks 
of thoſe that had read them, when they re- 


turn d them, an air of Content, which J 
took for a very good Omen, and was pleas'd 
with it. I perceiv'd they intereſted them - 
ſelves in every thing that had happen'd ta 
Me, and ſome of them went ſo far as to ſay, 
Print them, fear nothing, the Book will be very 
Entertaining: 4 Man ſhoud be Modeſt, but 
not a Coward. There is ſomething in them ve- 
ry extraordinary and ſingular, with which all 
the World will be pleasd. Take your Friends 
words for it, aud publiſh them. Thus did they 
perſwade me. To which they added ane 
thing that weigh'd very much with me, and 
help'd to overcome the repugnance I had ta 
Print them; which was their naming to me 
a great number of falſe Voyages, and ſome 
of them ill enough related, which however 
went off. Indeed, ſaid I to my ſelf, there's 
ſuch a one, and ſuch a one, (I can ſcarce 
forbear naming fifteen or twenty ) ſuch a 
ole and ſuch a one, have had the Impudence 


to impoſe on the Publick, and their ridicu- 


lous Falſities have been very well receiy'd, 


Why therefore is it not lawful for an honeſt 
Man to tell things which are true, and of 


which ſome uſe may be made. Wretched 
Romances, and ill contriv'd Fables, find g 
Vent; why may not my true Romance have 
a5 fayourable 2 fate? 2 3 


li 


The Authors PREFACE. 
J expect the Critical Reader ſhou'd ſay 


here, theres a manner of expreſſing things: 


A Story well told, is read with Pleaſure, 


tho tis even alittle Romantick or Trivial in 


its ſelf. People are now more earneſt than 
ever for perfection of Language. As for 


Example, the little Nothings of the Abbot of 


Choiſy in the Voyage. to Siam, have an incom- 
parable Grace in them, and pleaſe much 
more than many other things made of more 
precious Materials. We caſt Anchor : We made 
ready to Sail. The Wind took Courage. Robin 
zs dead. We ſaid Maſs, We Vomited, Tho 


they are poor Words any where elſe, yet in 


his Book, which is half compos d of them, 


they are Sentences, and the worth of them 
is not to be told. His Phraſes are ſo fine, 
ſo pretty, that we ſhould be more in love 
with them, than with Diſcoveries. And 


What then can you hope for, you a Country 


Gentleman who relate your Affairs greſſo mo- 
do, and ſpeak plainly without gloſs or diſ- 
guiſe, what you have ſeen, or what you have 
heard: Youare in the wrong to imagine your 
Hiſtory, tho' true, ſingular, nay even moral, 
and as political as you pleaſe, can enter into 


Compariſon with a Book that is well Writ- 


ten. | 
I own all this, I am no Polite Author, 
nor indeed any at all. Neither did I ever 
believe I cou'd ever ſet up for one, till I was 
as it were forc'd to give way to |mportuni- 
ty, which laſted five or ſix years. Tis * 
| 8 an 


tell you nothing is a new Ragou, which pleaſes 


bitants of the Republict of Letters, as well 


tin Cloak is as Convenient as Venerable, and cand-hand 


a good cover for many Authors: Fuvenal 


The Authors PREFACE. v 
and moſt true, that I am very far from ha- ä 
ving the Abbot Cboiſys rare Talent. His 
Delicacy is without doubt extream. He 
writes politely, and the fine ſimplicity of 

his, Eaſter approaches: His Calm quite flat. 

I ſee nothing but Water. The ſame Song. To 


and Charms, tho' I muſt indeed own, I have 
not been able to reliſh it. Perhaps it may be 
too high ſeaſon d for me. Simple and naked 
Truth, and the ſingularity of our Adven- 
tures, are the Body and Soul of my Rela- 
tion. But ſince the Prince of Roman Elo- 
quence has commended Cæſar (or the Au- 
thor of his Commentaries) for writing with- 
out Artifice or Ornament, I hope I ſhall 
allo find Men of a moderate Taſt, who 
without leſſening the extraordinary value 
of the Abbot of Choiſy's admirable Simpli- 
city, will readily bear with mine tho Com- = 
„ „ 1 
There's deceit in this Simplicity, ſo very f 
ſimple; and 'tis very well known the Inha- 


as thoſe of the Friperie, * make uſe of ſe- 4 Place _ 
veral ſorts of Lights: | know alſo that a Lar- , 


where Se- 


— | Page 1 
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often proves a great help to ſuch as have % , 
nothing to ſay, and yet would raiſe Admira- gy, , 
tion; and that the politeneſs of a gay gal- 


lant Stile, and the Convenience of Rimes are 


and Boileau are in the Right to rail at whom 
N Rn” « 3 -:. + mn 


The Authors PREFACE. 

tlicy pleaſe, as long as they rail in Verſe ; 
and the moſt Scoundrel Rimers find alſo 
their Account in their Songs and Lampoons. 
If my Voyage was written in Hebrew, I am 
very well aſjiurd it wou'd at leaſt ſucceed as 
well as that of Rabbi Benjamin: And if it 
was only in Tatin interlarded with Greek, 
* ala Montfauconne with a word or two of 
Arabick to reliſh it a little, 1 ſhould without 
doubt have at leaſt Admirers, it I wanted 
Readers. For who with Impunity, and even 
with Succeſs, would publih a hundred uſe- 

leſs and impertinent things, a hundred ſeve- 
ral forts of inſipid Literature, a hundred Co- 
pies of things that have been ſaid again and 
again by others, a hundred Lyes and In- 
vectives? if they had not been in Latin, 
or in Verſe, they woud never have gone off 
ey did: | 

There's a certain Reverend Father of our 
Acquaintance, whoſe Book is full of Faults, 
of things ill Choſen, of ſhocking Repetiti- 
ons, of Trifles, of Pedantick Infolence, of 
Injurious and ill grounded ' Contradictions ; 
but then tis all in Latin. This Learned 
Doctor endeavours to give the World a Re- 
lation of his Voyage, in imitation of Father 
Mabillon, whoſe Scholar he is; and whoſe 
Novelty conſiſting wholly in Catalogues of 
Bulls and Decretals, and of other Species of 
baſe allays, which have been a hundred times 
examind; and a hundred times confuted 
with a Manuſcript of poor Yacca, which till 
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The Authors PREFACE. 
now was deſpis'd by every Body : What 
cou'd he do > He cou'd write tolerably in La- 
tin, add Rhapſodies to his Trifles, and give 
them a Latin Paſs-port, and a Latin 
Dreſs? | 

But had he not done better if he had 
written in his own Tongue, Judiciouſly, Ci- 


villy, Wiſely and Briefly > Or rather if he 
had not written at all. What had the 7ur- 


ba Eruditorum, which he explains fo ill, and 


yet with ſo much Pomp and Variety, to do 


with his Journal 2 Theres but very little in 
it that deſerves to be publiſh'd ; and that that 
is, may be found in Meſſ. Trevaux and elſe- 


where. Who is concern'd in his German 


Quarrel, and his Chimerical Triumph about 


St. Mark's Goſpel, being written in Latin 


with the Apoſtles own Hand. If this Fan- 
taſtick Monk had told his Reaſons modeſt- 
ly; if he had not with as much Rudeneſs as 
Injuſtice, offended thoſe who never thoug hit 
any thing of him, good or ill, and who are 
in a condition to Chaſtize him when they 
think fit, hehad been more Excuſable. 

As for Me then, I write in French, and in 


plain French, not aſpiring to any higher de- 


gree of beauty of Stile, than what is neceſ- 
fary to be underſtood, nor to any Superna- 
tural Language. I muſt deſire the Reader to 
remember, that it cannot be expected that 
a Deſart Iſland ſhould furniſh me with ſuch 
ample Matter, as Travellers commonly meet 


with in the inhabited Countries which they 


1 Viſit. 
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e Author's PRE FACE. 
Viſit. I found neither Cities nor Temples» 


nor Palaces, nor Cabinets of Rarities, nor 
Antique Monuments, nor - Academies, nor 


Libraries, nor People, on - whoſe Religion, 
Language, Government, Manners and Cu- 


ſtoms, I might make Obſervations. I have 


ſaid already, and I ſay it again, that all that 


can make this ſmall Treatiſe, which I have 
been encouragd to preſent you with, any 
way valuable, is in the firſt place, the parti- 
cularity and variety of the Facts and Adven- 
tures. To dwell two years in a Deſart; to 


be fav'd by a Miracle; to fall from Charyb- 


dis upon Scylla, as the ancient Proberb ſays ; 


to ſuffer a thouſand Miſeries for three years 
together on a dry Rock, by an unheard of 
Perſecution ; to be deliver'd contrary to 


Appearance and Hope, and with ſuch ſtrange 


Circumſtances, mult certainly have ſome- 


thing very Singular in it. What is Secondly 


valuable in this Relation, is the pure and 
ſumple truth of all I have related. It never 
enter d into my Thoughts to adorn my Ht- 


ſtory, to exaggerate any thing at the ex- 
pence of that Truth, which I have always 


Reſpected. And I will add for your Satiſ- 
faction, that there are living Witneſſes of 


every thing I have reported. Among the 


things which thoſe that have Travelld laſt 
in the Countries that are known and de- 


ſcribd , report, tis unavoidable but there 
muſt be ſomething which the firſt Travel- 
lers make no mention of: Be it as it will 
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The Author's P REFACE. 
with reſpect to my ſelf, when I talk of the 


Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, and other Pla- 


ces treated of in other Voyages, I ſpeak 
of thoſe things that I thought worth obſer- 
ving, without troubling my ſelf whether o- 
thers have made any mention of them be- 
fore me or not. If on thoſe occaſions I 
make ſome Remark which have not entire- 
ly the grace of Novelty, it will be ſome a- 
mends for that Deficiency, that they will 


{doubtleſs be accompany d with new Circum- 


ſtances : For when did it happen that Men 
ho are not Copyiſts, but Eye-witneſſes and 
ſudges of things, ſpoke of the ſame Subject 
in the ſame manner? 1 
ſhall conclude with making ſome Re- 


ſection on three Difficulties that have been 


ſtarted to me. For, Dear Reader, I will diſ- 


ſemble nothing with you, nor neglect any 


hing to ſatisfie yon. | „„ 


I. Tis ſaid I have too many Digreſ- 
ſions. 1 25 


Upon this I deſire you to conſider two 
hings, I confeſs that in writing theſe Me- 
virs, the ſame thought came often into my 
ead, as it did in the Abbot of Choiſy's, of 
hom we have more than once ſpoken. I am 


ry (ſays he from time to time) that the Mat- 
er did not preſent it ſelf as I would have had 
I give what I haue I 'wifh I had ſome- 


bing more pleaſant to tell you, The truth 


is, 


The Authors PREFACE. ; 
is, I frequently find my ſelf in the ſame 
caſe: My Deſart Iſlands did not furniſh me | 
with variety enough, and I confeſs I was 
ſometimes oblig'd to go a little out of the 
way for it. 155 , 
Nevertheleſs if you do me Juſtice, I hope 
you will approve of the ſecond Anſwer that 
I have to make. The true character of a 
good Relation, in my Opinion conſiſts in 
containing the Remarkable things which the 
Traveller faw or heard, or which happen 
to him, and in ſuch a manner, that the Rea. Iam 
der may be as well inform'd of it, as if he hat w. 
had Travell'd himſelf, and had been an Eye. y in! 
Witneſs of all that had happen d. Granting hit no 
this to be true, the Traveller ought to Com- Reader 
municate every thing that came to his Know · ct tru 
ledge; his Converlations, Diſcourſes, Ad- Pparticul 
ventures, Reflections, provided they have ſoft all 
much relation to the Voyage, that they ame t 
cou'd not be learnt without it. On the con- N oyage 
trary, the beſt and moſt agreeable thoughtÞ* puts 
will come in very Mal a propos, in a Relati- Pot alſo 
on of this Nature, if tis not, as one mayfomes 
ſay, born in the Voyage, and do's not proÞ10w t 
perly and independently belong to it. Purſi- eller of 
ant to this Idea, I might report at length, nd on 
and keep fill in my charecter of a Travel Fhat h 
lel, all the long Diſcourſe upon the Subjedſzreat T. 
of Women: All that is taken out of the Ge lace 
den Sentences, all that is ſaid on the Rights Pore ag 
of Mankind, and almoſt every thing elf roof o 
which I have ſpoken of, that ſeems to goff its be 
irom the Subject, II. Som? | 
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wa II. Some advisd me to put my Name 
Was to thoſe Memoirs, and others were 
the of Opinion that I ſhou'd not do it. 
The latter grounded theirs on a Prin- 
ope ciple of Humility or Modeſty, as 
rhat the thing explains it ſelf : And the 
of 3 former pretend that every Man who 
. nfl affirms a Fact, isoblig'd to make him- 
the ſelf known. | 
end 


dea. [am entirely of their Sentiments. I believe 


F hefſfiat whoever ſpeaks as a Witneſs, ought, as we 
Zye- Iny in French, to decline his Name, and to o- 


it nothing that may ſerve to convince the 
Reader of his Candour, and the moſt ex- 
Id truth of all he fays. As to my ſelf in 
particular, I own I never had any Opinion 


oyager of an indifferent Reputation, tho 


ot alſo produce Witneſſes, eſpecially if he 
omes from a far Country. Who dos not 


eller of an ordinary Character for Fidelity, 
nd one who has no Witneſſes to prove 
Jhat he affirms to be true, is under a 
reat Temptation when he conceals his Name 
> Jace his Hiſtory a little, to render it the 
nore agreeable. And we have ſo many 


its being true. | | 
Ee 3 Ithere- 


t all of a Voyage, without the Authors 
ame to it; nor even of the Relation of a 
e puts his Name to his Work, if he dos 


now the Diſpoſition of all Men? A Tra- 


roofs of this Truth, that no body can doubt 


Xl 
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I therefore conclude again, that thoſe who 
tell the World any thing that is Rare, and 
that they ſaw in very remote Countries, ar 
under an indiſpenſable neceſſity to let the 
Publick know clearly, and diſtintly who 
they are, and even- to inſinuate without Af. 
fectation, all the Particularities which ate 
proper to acquire Credit. From whence it 
naturally follows, that the Authors of Rel: 
tions which have no Name to them, are al 
moſt always Rogues and Cheats who impol: 
on the Publick, and generally propoſe ſome 
baſe End to themſelves by it. 
Such a one moſt certainly is the Auth 
of a Wretched Book that appear d two year 
agoe, under the Title of Hiſtorical and Cri 
tical Remarks, made in a- Journal from tal) 
zo Holland, in the year 1704. Containing th 
Manners of Carniola. This Impudent Anc 
nymous Author, whom we know, and wh] 
forg d his Collection of Tables according ti 
his common Practice, had no other view 
beſides a little vile and ſhametul Profit; buaving | 
to inſult againſt all the rules of Juſtice, Try, wit 
Perfon whom he ought to Honopr, and on hren, t 
who has ſpar d him too long; tis fit ſomqſo forſal 
times that certain Raſcalls ſhould have Tppeara, 
mark ſet upon them, and that the Worqne, wi 
ſhould know their Villainous Tricks, of whido whic 
there are very few Perſons that wou d be ſenffſuficient 
ſible, if they were not told them, demande 
. r Provide! 
III. Ipatientl ) 


In a 
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III. It has alſo been ſaid to me, when I 
was once like to die of a cruel Scur- 
vy, at another time perſecuted by 

an Army of Rats; when I have 

been expos'd to the fury of Tem- 


did you engage your ſelf in 
ſuch an Enterprize? did not you 
* know that there is nothing more 
© uncertain, nor more difficult, than 
* Settlements in the New World, 
© notwithſtanding the fine Colours 
in which the particular Intereſts of 
£ ſome Perſons will have them Pain- 
ted? Cond you be ignorant of the 
great Labour, and the great Dan- 
* ger that attend the execution of ſuch 
Projects as theſe? 


In a word, My Reaſon was this: After 
aving been forc'd to leave my Native Coun- 


hren, to abandon my ſmall Inheritance, and 


appearance, thoſe Perſons that were dear to 
e, Without finding in the New Country, 
Sto which I firſt Tranſported my ſelf, that 
WMufficient Relief which my prefent Neceſſity 


f erd 


peſts and Hurricanes, or have been 
the Sport of a little Tyrant; Why 


Fry, with ſo many Thouſands of my Bre- 


Jo forſake for ever, according to all outward 


demanded, I gave my ſelf up entirely to 
Providence, and determind humbly and 
patiently to make uſe of the Means that of- 
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fer'd for me, perhaps to preſerve my Life, 
Weary of the buſtle of the World, and fatigud 
with the Troubles I had endur'd in it, | 
quitted Variety and Tumult without any re- 
gret, and at an Age already advanc'd be- 
yond its Prime, I thought I wou'd endes. 
vour to live in a Place where I might be fre 
from the common and frequent Dangers to 
which I was exposd. I had nothing to loſe, 
and therefore risk d nothing, tho I had : 
great deal to hope, at leaſt that I might find 
that delicious Repoſe which I never knew; 
but for the two years that I remain'd in the 
Deſart Iſland, where I had without doubt fi- 
niſh'd my Courſe, if the wicked Man who 
carry'd us thither had not betray'd us, and 
ruin'd the Deſign that had been form'd in 
Holland, 

After all, I breath'd an admirable Air there, 
without the leaſt alteration of my Health, 
I liv'd like a Prince at eaſe, and in abundance 
without Bread, and wirhout Servants. I had 
there been Rich without Diamonds, and 
without Gold, as well as without Ambition, 
I had taſted a ſecret and exquiſite Pleaſure, 

and content in being deliver d from an in- 
finity of Temptations to Sin, to which Men 
are liable in other Places. Collected in my 
ſelf, I had ſeen there by ſerious Reflection, 
as plain as if it was within reach of my 
Hand or Eye, what Nothings the Inhabr 
tants of this wretched World admire ; of 
this World, I ſay, where Art almoſt always 
| deſtroys 
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where 
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 ife deſtroys Nature, under pretence of adorn- 


pudſiog it: Where Artifice worſe that Art, Hy- 
it, I pocriſy, F raud, Superſtition and Rapine, ex- 


7 re⸗ erciſe a Tyrannical Empire over Mankind; 
be. where in ſhort, every thing is Error, Vani- 
dez. I ty, Diſorder, Corruption, Malice and Mi- 


ſery. „„ 

I cannot help adding here by way of Ad- 
vance, that whatever inconveniences might 
have attended a longer ſtay in this iſland, 
| had never left it, had I not been forc'd to 


Men, cou d have conſtrain d me to have aban- 
don'd that ſweet Abode. 1 ö 


providence that conducted me thither, and 


lere that brought me thence. *Twas Providence 


alth that conducted me ſafely thro' ſo many Dan- 
ancelgers, and has happily tranſported me from 
haddmy Deſart Iſles, to this vaſt Powerful and 
andi Glorious Iſland of Great Britain, where the 
tion. charity of the Generous Inhabitants has held 
ſure, out its Hand to me, and fix d my Repoſe as 
1 in- much as it can be fix'd in this lower World. 


do it: And nothing but the boiſterous Hu- 
mour, the wild Precipitation, and the raſh. 
attempt of Seven, in that, Inconſiderate young 


What do] ſay,.— No, twas not Man but 
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Ire at Iſle Maurice | 1531 222, 
Fancy. without Example 174 upon 
Ferrets, Birds 150 
Fire-works artificial | _ falſe r 


Flac, what it is 
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ibid. Their manner of Dreſſing ibid. Their Relig ibid, 
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knels i Maurice 172. Some pretend that they come only on 


171 the gth of February N 173 


I. 


Gns Fatuus | | | 31. 34. 

James (St.) Park belonging to the Palace of that 
Name at London 2 a 

Fapar, the moſt potent Prince in the Iſland of ava 189 
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Languages (common) at Batavia 189. French Language 
famous and univerſal 115. Latin Tongue ſerves to 
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Treatiſes of the Moderns Pref. 
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Ebyſicians are in perpetual Contradiction among them- 
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by Chance than Knowledge 103. Their Tragicomi- 
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104. Phyficians that are nor skilful 119. Thoſe of 
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Pagni (John Flis Death 1 1 
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Palm- Trees | 5 ET 
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ours 777 
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Plants 185. Medicinal Plants at the Cape 234 
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Power ( Arbitrary: ), Good Leſſons againſt all ſuch ws 
Ef 194-195 

Preachers ( modern) of the Goſpel will needs explain 


Myſteries 92. They ought not to do ſo 118 
prefaces: Their Benefit. See Pref. | 
Preſents, often beneficial how ſmall ſoever 147 
Prieſts (Chineſe ) 383 
Prayers Machina! 206 
Proceſſions ( Chineſe) ibid. 
Procopius quoted 119 
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Falutation of the Chineſes | 201 
$abercanes, one (orc of the Favans Arms 210 
Scherland, one of the Iflands believ'd to be the ancient 

Thule 1 935 | 5 MY 
Scorpions not dangerous in Iſle Rodrigo 87 
Salt of Iſle Rodrigo | 78 
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Requins, Fiſh, 37. The vulgar Opinion of this Fiſh 
criticiz d upon | ibid, 
Rhineceros in the Iſle of Jau 189, Ar the Cape 223 
1s rhe only Unicorn ibid. Fables told of it ibid. Its 
Shape like an Elephant's ibid. Has but one Horn ibid. 
The Hair of its Tail is black, harſh, and large ibid. 
Rice common, and the Bread of ava 8 101 
Rivers ſo fill'd with Fiſh that one can't ſwim over them 
without — Ro ERS 27. if 
Robben (Ile) 27. Irs Situation 228. Improperly nam'd 
by the French. Origin of its Name | 229 
Rochefort criticiz'd upon Ec: 16 
Rodrigo (Ile) its Situation and Extent 46. A Plan of 
the Adventurers Habitations 47, Sc. Temperateneſs 
of the Air 55. Deſcription of that Iſland, ibid. Ge. 
Tho' there was neither Bread nor Wine, yet we made 
good cheer there = 5 95 


K 


Fel, very fine at the Iſle of Salt 13. Others very 
fine | 152 


Slippers of the Ladies of Java, a Mark of Diſtinction 213 


Salt: Deſcriprion of the Iſland that bears that Name 10 
Serpent: Deſcriprion of a Sea-Serpent whole Fleſh was 
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210. Fruir Trees at the Cape - 220 
Town (A) of 300 Houſes at the Cape 221 
Theft puniſh'd ſeverely by the Hotrentors 231 
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Taillefer, a French Proteſtant living at the Cape 228 
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Francis Leguat, 
A Gentleman of Breſſe. 


HE State of the Affairs of Religion 
in Fance, obliging me to ſeek after 
ſome means to leave the Kingdom, 
I made uſe of that which Provi- 
dence furniſh'd me with, to paſs into Holland, 
where I arriv'd the 6th of Auguſt, 1689. 
I had ſcarce begun to taſte the Sweetneſs 
of that 1 Liberty, which I found in 
my abode there, and which I had been de- 
—— ppriv'd of four whole Years, ever ſince the Re- „ 
vocation of the Edict of Nants in 1685, when — ons 
{ underſtood that the * Marquis du Queſne was Abraham 
by the good Pleaſure; and under the Protecti- war alſo tie 
a of my Lords che Srares Generel, and Mel- rump 
Pa figures Pg, 
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De Voyage and Adventures 
ſieurs the Directors of the Eaſt. India Compa - be 


ny, making Preparations for a Settlement in WI 
the Iſland of Maſcaregne. To this Purpoſe ge. 
two great Ships were equipp'd at- Amſterdam, an 
aboard which all the French Proteſtants, who MW 1: 
were willing to be of this Colony, were re- of 


ceiv'd gratis. The Deſcription of this Iſland, ſuc 
which was made publick at that time, and the 


o * - at 
Name of Eden, that was given it on account Per 
of its Excellency, made me conceive ſo good the 


an Opinion of it, that I was tempted to give De: 
it a Viſit, reſolving to end my Days there in vas 
Peace, and out of the Care and / Confuſion of x 
the World , if I found *twas but, in ſome mea- 
ſure, ſo Pleaſant and Commodious as 'twas 
deſcrib'd to be. — "i 
Twas ſo eaſie for a Man to enter himſelf 
in this Colony; and the Idea I had of the 
Quiet and Pleaſure I hop'd to enjoy in this 
lovely Iſland, was ſuch, that I got over all the A 
Obſtacles which lay in my way. I offer'd my 3. 
ſelf to the Gentlemen who were concern d 
in the Enterprize : They receiv'd me very fa- 
vourably, and honour'd me with the Pot, or | 
rather Name, of Major of the biggeſt of the 4. 
The Law. two Ships, which was call'd La Droite. F. 
2 All Things neceſſary being aboard, and the 
Wl. _ Maſters ready to fet ſall, waiting only for a fair 
1 Wind, we underſtood that the French King, 5. 
4 | who had formerly taken Poſſeſſion of this Iſle, & 
1 had ſent a Squadron of ſeven Men of War p 
WU that way. The Uncertainty we were in of , 
1. the Defign of that little Fleet, and a juſt Feat] 
grounded on ſome Advices lately come from . 
' France , were ſuch powerful Motives with | 
Mr. d Oneſne, that he difarm'd the two Ship: 
and diſembark'd che Goods and OR 
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being afraid to expoſe ſo many poor Wretches, 
who were already miſerable enough, to Dan- 
ger ; the greateſt part of AY Women, 
and other Perſons who cou'd not defend them- 
ſelves. But that he might fully inform himſelf 
of the Deſign of that Squadron, if there was 
ſuch a one, he reſolv'd to ſer out a little Fri- 
gat, and ſend her away upon Diſcovery. Some 
Perſons were choſen to go aboard her, and 
they had Orders given them concerning the 
Deſign of the Voyage: The ſubſtance of which 
Was, 3 | 
1, To viſit the Iſlands that lie in the Way to 
the Cape of good Hope; particularly, thoſe 
of Martin Vas, and Triſtan. 5 
2. Afterwards to paſs the Cape of good Hope, 
to learn, if it was poſſible, more certain 
News of the Iſle of Eden, and the Deſign 
of the French Squadron, which was ſaid 
to be at Sea. | Eau 
3. To take Poſſeſſion of the Ifle of Maſca- 
regne, in the Name of the ſaid Marquis, 
who was authoriz'd to enter upon it, in 
caſe there were no French there. © 
4. If it cou'd be done without running any 
conſiderable Risk, to proceed as far as the 
; Iſland of Diego Ruys, which the French call 
Rodrigue. | og 5 
5. If that Iſland was found to be ſufficiently 
provided with Things neceſſary for a Set- 
tlement, and the Subſiſtance of thoſe that 
would live there, then to cake Poſſeſſion 
of it, in the Name of the ſaid Marquis. 
6. To ſend the Ship back, after unloading 
the Things that were for the uſe of the 
Colony, that intended to ſettle in this 


pew World, h DD 
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4 Je Voyage and Adventures 
F. And laſtly, to take an exact Account of 
the Iſte, where thoſe that were left behind 
ſtaĩd in expectation of the reſt of the Co- 
lony, who were to come after, in two 
Fears Time at fartheſt, and then to poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of the Ifle of Eden, under 
the Protection, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
Meſſieurs of the Company. | "40 


This Project being thus form'd, all Hands 
were ſet to work to forward the Execution of 
it; and 'twas done with ſo much Warmth and 
Expedition, that the Ship was ſoon ready to put 
to Sea. Care was taken to provide every Thing 
neceſſary for ſuch an Enterpriſe ; and the Veſ- 
ſel was ſo little, and ſo good a Sailer, that ſhe 
was nam'd the Swallow. Her Flag had Monſ. ds 
.Duefne's Arms in it, with this Device, Libertas 
| fine Licentia; which was us'd by that wiſe Pope 
Adrian VI. Our little Frigat was mounted 
with ſix Guns, and had ten Seamen, comman- 
ded by Anthony Valleau, of the Iſle of Rhe. When 
*rwas ready to fail, ſeveral of the Paſſengers, 
whoſe Names had been enroll'd for this Ser- 
vice, ſhrunk back and chang'd their Opinion; 
which was the occaſion of the ſmall Number 
that embark'd ; for the firſt Complement that 
deſign d to go in her were five and twenty | 
The Ten who continu'd in their Reſolution to 
the laſt, were, | N 


Paul Be——le, twenty Years old, a Mer- 
chant's Son of Merz. | = | 

'  TFacques de la Cafe, thirty Years old, a Mer- | 
chant's Son of Nerac, who had been an 
Officer in the Elector of Brandenburgs 


Army. 
= Jean 


3 


On the other ide was Libertus Sine Lizent12 
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Fean Teſtard, a Druggiſt, twenty ſix Years 


old, a Merchant's Son of St. Quintin in 
Picardy. | S pe 
Jaac Boyer, a Merchant, about twenty ſeven 
Years old, Son of an Apothecary near 
Nerac. 5 | | 
Jean de la Haye, a Silverſmith of Roan, 
twenty three Years old. 
Facques Guiguer, t Went y Years old, a Mer- 
chant's Son of Lyons. | 


Jean Pagni, thirty Years old, a Convert 


and Patrician of Roan. | 

Robert Anſelm, eighteen Years old, a Mil- 
ler's Son of Picard. | 

Pierrot, twelve Ycars old, of Roan. 


who was put over the reſt. 


Tho' it cou'd not but be a very great Trou- 
ble to us to ſee our ſelves depriv'd of fifteen of 
our Companions, when we leaſt expected it, 
and look'd on them as Perſons deſtin'd to the 


be a Comfort and Help to us : Yet we cheer- 
fully reſign'd our ſelves into the Hands of Pro- 
vidence, and parted from Amſterdam the oth 
of July 1690. The 13th we arriv'd in Texel 


following. We then ſer Sail, in company of 
24. Ships, Engliſh and Dutch. We bent our Courſe 
Northward, by favour of an Eaſt South-Eaſt 
Wind, which fill'd our Sails to our Hearts con- 
tent; but the next Night it chopp'd about, and 


which, however, did us no more hurt than to 
make us pay the uſual Tribute to the Sea, 


B 3 The 


ſame Fortune as we were, who perhaps might 


Road, where we lay till the fourth of September 


became contrary: there roſe alſo a Tempeſt, 


* And Francis Leguat, Eſq; above fifty Years * p. Tho- 
of Age, of the Province of Burgundy, 1 mit- 
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The 14th the Wind ſhifting to the South-weſt, 

our Admiral fir d a Gun, to make us keep our 

Way Northward. The next Day we ſpy d the 

Iſles of Schetland, in the height of 29 deg. 42 

min. The 18th we made thoſe Iſles, and our 

Ship doubled the Cape, but with much diffi- 

culty ; the Man that was at the Helm, and had 

not perceiv'd that our Veſſel was carry'd away 
by a rapid Current, was ſurpriz d when he ſaw 

a flat Rock, which was not above a Foot un- 

der Water, and but ſeven or eight Fathom di- 

ſtant from us; he -cry'd out 1 terribly, that 

we were all frighted, and every Man began to 
ſtrip, in hopes of ſwimming to the Ifland ; but 
the Water was deep enough at the ſide of the 
Rock for our poor little Frigat to paſs, and 
we had the good Fortune to eſcape being Ship- 
wreck d. : 

Such as have been as far as this End of the 
| World, fays an ancient Author, as far as the 
4 3chet- famous 1 Thule, have a Right to Lye with Im- 
land. punity, and to make themſelves be believ'd, 

without fear of being reprehended ; and cer- 
tainly the Number of thoſe that make uſe of 
this Privilege is very great, conformable to an 
old Proverb of ours, A Beau mentir qui vient de 
Loin ; A good Lyer ought to come a great way. 
As for us, we ſhall ſay nothing but exact Truth, 
no more than if we had never been as far as 
Thule. 1 . . 

This Iſland makes us ſtill afraid as often as 
we think of it, and as we were all of us bu- 
fie endeavouring to preſerve our ſelves from 

this new Danger, one of our Seamen ſpy'd a 
French Privateer bearing down upon us with 
all the Sail ſhe could make. We went to 
Prayers, and prepar'd to defend our _—y 
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but we were ſo happy as to eſcape this Enemy 


alſo ; for after we had doubled the Cape, we 


found ſhg# cou'd not gain upon us: however, 
ſhe purſu'd us ſix Hours, till Night coming on we 
loſt ſight of her, and ran back the falſe Courſe 
we had kept to eſcape him. We'were all of 


us convinc'd by this double Deliverance the 
ſame Day, that we had been under the fingu- 


lar Protection of the Almighty, and we ren- 
derd the Thanks that were due to his Divine 
Favour. 10 


The 22d we took a ſort of Curlew by hand, 


for it came and perch'd upon our Sails: abun- 
dance of Purs follow'd us, flying about our 
Ship. | Te 


The 28th an innumerable Army of Porpuſes 
paſt by us; at which Sight we were very well 


pleas d: they ſeem'd to us to march really 
along in order of Battel, and they leap'd up 
and down by turns, ftill keeping their Ranks ; 
they approach'd ſo near to us that we ſtruck 
one; we darted at him with a Trident, faſten'd 
at the End of a Rope: when they are wounded 


they grow weak, through loſs of Blood, and 
then may be eaſily taken up: The Blood of 


theſe Animals is hot; they bear their Young 


in their Bellies like Whales, Lamantines, and 
ſome other Fiſh ; the inſide of their Body is 
very like that of a Hog, but the Fleſh is Oily 


and has an ill taſte. f 


The 6th of October we ſpy d a Squadron of 
13 great Dutch Men of War, of which one 


gave us chaſe ; for, not knowing what ſhe was, 


we made the beſt of our way from her; when 
ſhe came up to us, ſhe hung out her Colours; 


our ſevecal Courſes. 


we did the ſame, and then we both continu'd 
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*. The 22d we diſcover'd the Canary Iſlands by 
Moonlight, and fell in with the Trade-Winds, 
which never left us; or, rather, which we ne- 
| ver left till we came in the gth Degree. By 
F our Account we were 50 Leagues to the Wind- 
] ward of Palma, between Forteventura and the 
Grand Canaries. | = | 
We coaſted along the Iſland PForteventura, 
with a Larboard Tack, a whole Day, and in 
the Evening about Sun-ſet we perceiv'd the 
Grand Canaries 5 we paſt by it in the Night with- 
out meeting with any Ship, tho' commonly 
they are to be met with thereabouts, eſpecially 
Turks ; they poſt themſelves there to lie in wait 
for the Ships that come out loaden with Wines, 
in hopes of picking up ſome of them. 
The 28th we were in the height of 24 deg. 
29 min. and ſaw a vaſt Number of flying Fiſh | 
about us. I obſerv'd one of them very exact- 
ly ; 'twas about 10 Inches long; there are few 
larger, and abundance ſhorter : Its Back was 
of a Ruſſet- brown Colour, ſpeckled with blue 
Spots, inclining to a greeniſh, with a little 
black amongſt it. Its naked Belly was black 
and blue, and its Sides cover'd with little Scales 
of dark red. Its long Wings or Fins were 
brown, with Seagreen Spots upon them. The 
- young Ones are of a light grey, and their Tail 
the ſame. Its Eye is great and raisd ; the 
3 Sight of it large and blue, the reſt black. The 
Prickles upon the Head of it are of a greyiſh 


| Colour, and like a fort of very rough Cha- 
. green. they . 5 
1 Our Books repreſent this Fiſh aſter another 


manner; and I doubt not but there are ſome 
of them of different ſorts of Figures; for Na- 
ture varies in every thing, The 7jþ Horſes 
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ire not of a like make with thoſe of Fiſeland, 
nor Kentiſh Cows like Middleſex, tho' thoſe two 
Counties ade contiguous / much leſs are they 
like thoſe of Jſeland, which have no Horns. 
And, without going. out of our own Species, 
one Man is a Negro, another a Dutch Man, and 
another a Chineſe 6 p81 

To return to our Fiſh. A certain Natura- 
liſt calls that which is mark'd A, a Sea-Swal- 
low, and attributes a great many Properties to 
it, which I ſhall not repeat. That which TI 
have mark'd B, is called a Mullet, in Sanſon Ma- 
thurin's Joꝶrnal; he was a famous Pilot in the 
Mediterranean, and us'd to fee them in the Gulph of 
Lyons and elſewhere. The 3d,mark'd C, was taken 
from the K. of Denmark's Cabinet, where J have 
ſome reaſon to believe tis not exactly deſign d: 
For when theſe Animals grow dry, tis a hard 
matter to obſerve their true Form. There are 
ſome of them that have four Wings. Thoſe 
we eat taſted ſomething like a Herring. 

Theſe poor little Creatures, that may be ta- 
ken for an Emblem of perpetual Fear, are con- 
tinually flying and riſing to ſave themſelves 2 
they are very often caught in the Ship's Sails: 
they fly as long as there remains any Moiſture 
in their Wings; which, as ſoon as they are 
dry, turn to Fins again; and they are forc'd to 
take again to the Water, or elſe, their Fright is 
always ſo great, they would fly to the End of 
the World. F 


The Efforts they make to become rather In- 
habitants of the Air than of the Water, is to 
avoid the Perſecution of the Goldfiſh and the 
Bonita's, who are at eternal War with them. 
But theſe wretched Animals fly from one Peril, 
and are immediately overtaken by another ; 
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for the cruel Birds are their irreconcilable Ene. 


mies, and always on the watch in great Flock; 


to devour them, as ſoon as they enter the new 
Element, where they thought they ſhou'd find 
an Aſylum from their Foes of the Sea. The 
Porpoiſes make the ſame War upon the Gold- 
fiſh, as the latter do on the Flying Fiſh : and 
all this gives us a true Image of human Life; 
which is nothing but continual Dangers, and 
in which the Weak commonly fall a Victim to 


Our Ship wanting Balaſt, we put into the 


Iſland of Salt, one of the Iſles of-Cape Verd, 
which we diſcover'd the 29th of October, and 


arrivd the next Day in the Road, where we 
caſt Anchorin a Creek to the Southward of the 
Iſland, in eight Fathom Water. A great Num- 
ber of Sea-Birds came to viſit our Veſſel, and 
perching on our Yards, let us take them by 
Hand : we eat ſome of them, but we did- not 


like them. We caught Fools, Frigates, Long- 
| tails, and other Birds. Perhaps I ſhall have 


room to ſpeak of theſe Animals hereafter. We 
had a Swallow ever ſince we came from the 
Canaries, which we let go every Morning, and 
it return'd to us at Night; twas kill'd here by 
an Accident. | 

The 31ſt we went aſhoar, early in the Morn- 


Ing, with our Arms and Dogs to hunt ; we 


found preſently a prodigious Quantity of Goats; 
we cou'd eaſily ſee them, tho' at a great di- 
ſtance, for the Iſland is extreamly dry, with- 
out Tree or Buſh, producing nothing but a ſort 
of ſhort Graſs, at leaſt in the greateſt part of 


what we ſaw : We kill'd ſome of them, and 


left em on a Bank, to take them with us when 


we came back ; for we went farther into the 


Iſland 3 


Iſlan 
for fi 
brach 
dead 
this J 
was \ 
turn 
ſide, 
we C: 
Horſ 


Tail 


neve! 
more 
diate 
good 


ther 


ſo ne 
one 
Fox : 
py in 
the 7 
ſay, . 


found 


ing 1 
anott 
hopes 
Labo 
we {] 
Nigh 
ger a. 
we la 
a ſud; 
Ruſti 
not 1 
and 
bur e| 


when 


of Francis LteGuar. 11 

- idand, and ſearch'd about two or three Hours 

ks for freſh Water, but all that we met with was 

w WW brackiſh; by which means we were almoſt 

id dead with Thirſt. The Sun ſhines very hot in 

ie this Iſle, and there being no Shade, the Heat 

was very troubleſome to us ; we therefore re- 

turn'd to our Goats, and thence to the Sea- 

ſide, where we arriv'd about Sun-ſet. When 

we came back we found there a very handſome 

Horſe, of a reddiſh bay Colour, his Main and 

Tail trailing on the Ground; 'twas fierce, and 

je never had any Horſe a better Shape, nor 4 

4, MW more magnificent Cheſt : he ran away imme- 

d diately, and let us ſee that his Heels were 

2 good. I know not what Name to give to ano- 

ether Animal which we alſo ſaw, but were not 

n. ſo near it; I believe twas à ſort of Cat, but 

done of our Company would have it to be a 

L Fox: And I am miſtaken, if he is more hap- 

ot py in his Conjecture, than the Tranſlators of 

2 WW the Pſalms into French, when they make David 

VE ſay, His Enemies ſhould be a Prey to Foxes. We 

e found moſt of our Companions aſhoar catch- 

e ing Turtles, we went along with them up into 

d another part of the Country and digg'd, in 

* hopes of meeting with freſh Water, but all our 
Labour was in vain, Night came upon us, and 

we ſlept on the Sand, it being a Star-light 

Night. Nor were we leſs weaken'd by Hun- 

85 ger and Thirſt, than tir'd with Hunting. As 

i- W we lay all of us in a ſound ſleep, we were on 

-a ſudden waken'd by the braying Muſick of a p 

it Ruſtick Regiment of Aſſes, of which we cou'd 1 

of not rid our ſelves, but by braying as they did, 

d and firing twice or thrice a Fuzee at them; 

N bur they had ſcarce turn'd their Backs upon us, 

1 when another Troop of the ſame Beaſts _— 

3 . oy | ; ö NES. tain | 
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tain'd us with the ſame Song: They were ac- 
company d by above five hundred Goats, which 
| ſurrounding us, we cou'd ſleep no longer: At 
laſt theſe Animals retir'd, and we imagin'd 
if we follow'd them, they might perhaps lead 
us to ſome hidden Spring. As we believ'd, it 
happen'd, part of them deſcended into a little 
Pit, where there was Water, which they drank: 
We rejoyc'd all of ns, as if we had found a 
Treaſure ; but this Water was alſo ſalt. Theſe 
| Beaſts having been forc'd to drink of it from 
their Births, tis now become cuſtomary to them. 
Day broke, and Hunger ſtill preſſing us, we 
had a mind to roaſt a Leg of a Goat, I dare 
not ſay of a Kid, 'tis too honourable a Term 
for it, and I am ſorry that. ever I ſhould call 
theſe Beaſts Goats. For want of Wood, we 
heap'd Aſſes and Horſe Dung together, made a 
Piramid of jt, like one of Dutch Turfs, hung 
Pieces of Fleſh on Strings, and turning em 
round by a good Fire, our Meat was ſpon rea- 
dy. But, alas, ſuch Meat, ſuch a Taſte, ſuch 
2 Smell, that I can ſcarce forbear vomiting 
when I think of it. There's no Sawce like a 
good Stomach. Every Man's Teeth went to 
work, we tore it to pieces, chaw'd it as well 
as we cou'd, and down it went without Water, 
*Tis probable the Reader will ſay here, we 
were in the wrong to amuſe our ſelves in this 
Raſcally Iſland, whereas we might have gone 
aboard and have. eat and drank our fill : He 
muſt therefore know, That the Seamen wha 
had ſet us aſhoar,were return'd with their Long- 
boat to the Ship, and, whether we wou'd or 
not, we were oblig'd to ſtay till they came 
for us: They cou'd not think that we 'far'd ſo 
1; they ſaw, us making good Cheer by : 
| | E090 


1 
t 
] 
J 
£ 
E 
4 
e 
n 
J. 
'e 
8 


N 


of Fikaxcis LEGuar. 


good Fire afar off, and did not doubt we were 


very well at our eaſe. At laſt they brought the 


Boat for us about. Noon, and we return'd to 

our Swallow. | 5 . 
The Iſle of Salt is not eight Leagues about, 

tis ſo call'd, becauſe Ships go thither to load 


Salt, which is there excellent in its kind, and 
in abundance, lying in the creviſes of the 
Rocks, on the South Coaſt of the Iſland. Tis 


made without Art by the Sea and the Sun. 
Here alſo Sailors come to turn the Turtle, a 
Term us d by them for killing it, becauſe they 
turn the Turtle on its Back when they catch 
it; all the Shoar is cover'd with theſe Animals eſ- 
pecially in the Seaſon when they lay their Eggs. 
We turn'd ſome of theſe ſtupid and flow Crea- 
tures, and amongſt the reſt, two which accor- 
ding to the gueſs of the Skillful, weigh'd 500 


Pound each. We carry'd all that was good of 


them aboard with us. | 
There is nothing more to be ſaid of the Iſle 
of Salt. We found ſome Cow-dung there, but 


could ſee no Cows; and all the Birds we met 


with were Sparrows, they are like ours except 
in their ſize, for they are not half ſo big. 


We muſt not forget the fine Shells that are 


ſpread over all the Coaſt, the variety of them 
is Charming, and I never ſaw any inany other 
Place ſo beautiful as here; they are certainly 
the work of an excellent Workman. The ſhine- 
ing of the Enameling, the mixture and diver- 
ſity of the Colours, the Form, the Delicacy, 
the Symmetry, every thing Charms, and raiſes 
in us a juſt Admiration of the Great Creator. 
I was bound for the Indies, the Antipodes, I did 
not know whether; for Deſert Iſlands from 
whence I thought I ſhould never return: And 

| | my 
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my Head being full of ſuch Thoughts, I could 
not amuſe my ſelf to gather Shells; but had I 


couch d at this Iſland when I came back, I ſhould 


certainly have furniſh'd my ſelf plentifully with 
I muſt own, now it comes into my Mind, I 
was ſorry that as I walkt about the Ifland, I 
could not meet with any of thoſe great and 
beautiful Birds call'd Flamans, from Flamboyans 
Flaming, which by relation of Voyagers, are 
the moſt conſiderable of the Place. Twas not 


only a ſimple deſire to ſee theſe Birds; the 
_ greateſt Pleaſure I propos d to my ſelf by it, 
was to compare the different draughts I had of 


them with the Original ; For all that have de- 


ſcrib'd them, except Mr. Willoughby, at leaſt all 
the Authors, (and they are not a few in num- 


ber) which I have ſeen who have ſpoke of 
them, make the beak of theſe Birds like a Spa- 
tula or a Spoon, whereas Mr. Willoughby deſigns 
them with a ſharp Beak. TTY 

This curious Naturaliſt adds, that he believes 


| theſe Birds had the name of Flamantes given them, 
rather on account of ſome. of their Feathers, 
whoſe colour is like that of flaming Fire, than 


becauſe they were originally of Flanders. And 
certainly our learned Author is in the Right; 
for tis moſt ſure that ſuch Flemings as theſe are 


as great Strangers in Flanders, as in England. 


The 6th of Novemb. we weigh'd Anchor the 
Wind being fair, and ſail'd towards the Iſle of 
Martin-Vas, according to our Orders. | 

The th the Wind continuing ſtill fair, we 
ſaw and doubled the Iſland Bona viſt, which is 
as bad as the Iſle of Salt; tis longer and more 
Mountainous. We could ſee no more Trees on 


this Iſland, than we had done on the other. f 
5 - | | £58 
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The 11th, we the firſt time made tryal of 


one of thoſe ſhort but troubleſom Tempeſts, 


which the Seamen call Guſts, and we had em 
from time to time afterwards till we croſt the 
Line. Theſe are a ſort of violent Whirlwinds 
mingled with Rain, which riſes at once, but 
do's not commonly laſt above a quarter of an 


Hour. We always prepare to receive them; 
for we can ſpy the Guſts afar off: we imme- 


diately furl our Top-fails, which otherwiſe 
wou'd be carry'd away, and the Maſts bro- 
ken. 


. 


When the Wind is too ſtrong we lower all 


our Sails, or carry as little as we can. While 


this Tempeſt laſts, the Sea is in an extream agi- 
tation, and ſeems to be all on Fire. Theſe 
Guſts often happen ſeveral times in the ſame 
Day, during which the Ships Crew is ev'ry 


Man hard put to it; a Calm commonly ſuc- 


ceeds in a very little while after the Storm. We 
alſo eſcap'd ſeveral watry Dragons, and on the 


12th the Wind ceas d in the height of 7 Deg. 


Ir eo. | 
At Night we caught a Bird ſomething like a 
Woodcock, which flew about our Ship all day 


long; The Mariners kill'd her not ſo much for 


the pleaſure of eating her, tho' that was worth 
their while, as to revenge her driving away 
four Swallows which had follow'd us ſome time, 


and every Morning and Night entertain'd us 


with Muſick the more agreeable , becauſe 
it puts us in mind of the dear Land, which is 


ſo well belov'd by all Men that are failing in | 


the middle of the vaſt Ocean. | 
The 13th an hour after Day-light we met 
with a furious Guſt, which brought our Main- 
top- maſt by the Board, having broke oy 
| | Hoop 
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Hoop that bound it, I obſerve this only be: 


cauſe all our Crew were very much atnaz'd 


at it. r | | 3 
The 14th we ſaw a prodigious number of 
Gold-fiſh and Bonita's, of which I have ſpoken, 
Theſe Fiſh being well enough known, I did 


not deſcribe them; but ſince I have occaſion 


to ſpeak of em again, I have a great mind 
to tell what ſort of Fiſh thoſe were that I ſaw, 


The Gold-fiſh of America, of which Mr. de. 


Rochefort writes have ſharp Heads, I know no- 
thing of ſuch Gold-fiſh as theſe ; thoſe that I 
ſaw had a round flattiſh Snout, that gives them 
a certain Phyſiognomy, in which I did not take 
much delight. Neither do I believe that any 

Body values this Fiſh for the beauty of its ſhape, 
but that of its Colours are admirable : There are 
two ſorts of Gold-fiſh, that which TI have givn 
the Figure of, is enammel'd on its Back, with 
ſpeckles of a blewiſh Green on a black Ground: 


Its Belly is of a bright Silver Colour, its Tail 


and Fins as if gilded with fine Gold ; Nothing 


Can be more bright and ſhining when tis in its 


Element, or before it begins to Mortifie, which 


it does preſently when tis out of it: Tis four 


or five foot long, and not thicker than a Sal- 


mon. - Rondelet calls it the Sea-Bream, our Ma- 
riners told me, that the other Species of the 


Gold- fiſn differs from this only in that its Jaw 
ſticks out a little more, and that its Speckles 
are a beautiful Azure on à Golden Ground. 


The Fleſh of this Fiſh is firm, and caſts very 


„ * Ns . 

The Bonita is generally three or four Foot 
long, very thick and Fleſhy, its Back is cover d 
with a little Scale, ſo thin, that one can ſcarce 


perceive it; tis of a Slate colour, and a little 
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of FRKAN CIS LEGuar. 
upon the Green in ſome Places. Its Belly is 
of a grey Pearl colour, and turns brown near 
the Back; four ſtreaks of a yellowiſh colour 
begin at the ſide of its Head, run along the 
Body almoſt at a Parallel diſtance, and join at 
the Tail, which is not unlike that of a Maka- 
rel. Its Eye is large and lively, reſembling a 
Jet- ſtone ſer in a Silver Ring, I have deſign'd 
the Shape of its Body, and the Diſpoſition of 
its Fins. Near the Tail of it, there are ſix 
little things like ſquare Fins on the Back of it 
not an Inch high, and over againſt them un- 
der its Belly there are ſeven. 75 
As I was writing this, a Friend of mine 


| who is always admiring the Divine Wonders of 


Nature, and very nicely conſiders them; told 
me that he had meaſur'd and deſfign'd a Bo- 
nita which was taken in the year 1702. near 
Nye, on the Kentiſh! Shoar, and which differ'd 
in ſeveral. things from that I have been ſpeak- 
ing of. The Reader will I doubt not be pleas'd 
to ſee the Billet which my Friend wrote me 


on this Subject, when he ſent me the draught 


of this Bonita. Wink 42064 

© The Fiſh which in the Indian Sea is call'd 
Bonita, is known on the Coaſts of France, 
* and particularly between the Loire and the 
Garonne, by the name of Germon. It very 
* rarely enters the Channel, which I note en 
© paſſant is quite contrary to the Makarel ; for 
the Coaſts of Normandy, eſpecially the Beſſm 
* and Coftentin are full of them ; whereas they 
* are never, or very rarely ſeen about Rochelle. 


The Germon or Bonita of our Seas, is cer- 


© tainly a Fiſh of the ſame Species with the Bo- 
* nitas you ſaw in your Voyages, but the Spe- 
cis yaries a little, a thing that may be ob- 
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© ferv'din all ſorts of Animals, as ſoon as we 
change the Country, as you have your ſelf ta- 
ken notice. The laſt Bonita which I ſaw, 
*© andiwhich'was taken near Rye in the begin- 
© ning of June 1). was juſt three Foot long, 
and its Body propottionably greater than that 
© which you deſign'd in the Figure you ſhew'd 
me; for thrice the breadth of it where twas 
broadeſt, made compleatly its length. I fend 
vou an exact draught of it. At the firſt view 
one would think that this Fiſh did not open 
its Mouth very wide, but there's a fecret 

© help for that, and it opens it as far as the place 
mark'd a. Its Teeth above and below: are ſo 
'< little, fo ſhort, and fo weak, that one wou'd 
think they were only made for Scratching : 


ts Tongue is broad, blackiſh and hard at 
© the Root, but ſoft and a little - reddiſh. at the 


© Tip. Its Eye is a- good Inch Diameter: The 
Sight like very white and tranſparent Chry- 
'© ftal, and the Circle that ſurrounds it, is more 
Brillant chan polliſh'd Gold. L 
Ihe colour of this Fiſh is the fame with 
© that of which you have giv'n us a Deſcripti- 
on, tho' it has no Scales on its Back, it has 
nothing but a ſmooth Skin on its Back and 
Belly, and on its Side between the Tail and 
the Fins near the Gills, there's a ſcaly Liſt 
two Inches broad, the Scales ſolitele and ſo 


*© fine, that they are ſcarce perceptible: Its two 


© Fins, if I'may call them fo, which-are mark d 
B, are bony and immoveable. In the nar- 
© roweſt part of its Tail, there's a knot on each 
© ſide, - out of which grows a little hairy Tuft 
© that is not above an Inch and a half long. 
© Whereas your Fiſh has but ſix of thoſe lit- 
0 tle Fins which you have repreſented in your 
. Ei | © Draught, 
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© Draught, to be upon the Back toward the 
© Tail, and ſeven under it ; this has nine a- 


'© bove and eight below. c. c, Shews where the 


© Gills are which open one another very eaſily. 
© And 4. d. is like a great Scale, which cannot 
© be but very little lifted up all about it. 

The Trade-winds having left us in the 9th 
Degree, we had nothing after that but Guſts 
and Calms till we came to the Line, no ſoon- 
er was one gone, but another came. The Heat 
was not. exceſſive, we cou'd very well bear our 
Night-gowns all Night long. 


We croſt the Line the 234 of November, and 


were oblig'd to undergoe the impertineng.Ce= 


remony of Kaptiſm, at leaſt all thoſe who had 


not aſſiſted at the ſame Feſtival before, or 


would not buy themſelves off for a piece of 


Money. \ 
Tis an ancient Cuſtom, and will not be a- 
boliſh'd without difficulty; tis alſo ſometimes 


done when we paſs the Tropicks. I ſhall in a 


few words report how this fine Ceremony was 
perform'd in our Veſſel. One of the Seamen 
who had paſt the Line before, dreſt himſelf in 
Rags, with a Beard and Hair of Hards of 
Hemp, and black'd his face with Soot and Oil 
mix d together. Thus Equip'd, holding a Sea- 
Chart in one Hand, and a Cutlaſs in the other, 
with a Pot full of blacking Stuff ſtanding by 
him, he preſented himſelf upon Deck atten- 
ded by his Suffragans, dreſt as whimſically as 
himſelf, and arm'd with Grid-Irons , Stoves, 


Kettles and little Bells; with which rare In- 


ſtruments they made a ſort of Muſick, the good- 


neſs of which may be eaſily imagin'd. 


They call'd thoſe that were to be initiated 


into theſe Rites and Myſteries one after ano- 
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ther, and having made them fit down on the 
edge of a Tub tull of Water, they oblig'd them 
co put one Hand on the Chart, and promiſe 
that on the like Occaſion they wou'd do to 
others, what was at that time done to them. 
Then they gave them a mark in the Forehead 
with the ſtuff out of the Pot, wetted their Fa- 
ces with Sea-water, and askt them if they wou'd 
give the Crew any thing to drink, promiſing 
them they wou'd in ſuch caſe let them go 
without doing any further Pennance. Thoſe 
that gave were preſently diſcharg'd, and ſome 
avoided this unpleaſant Præludium to what was 
to follow, by giving 'em ſomething Extraor- 
dinary: It coſt me but a Crown to have the 
ſame Privilege with the Latter. As for thoſe 
'who paid nothing, they were thrown into the 
Tub of Water over Head and Ears, and then 
waſh'd and ſcrub'd every where with the Ships 
Ballaſt ; and I believe this ſcrubbing and waſh- 
ing laſted much longer than thoſe who were 
ſo treated deſir'd. . 3 
Our Frigat and Boat having never paſt ths 
Line, they were ſubjected to the fame Law. 
The Captain was oblig'd to give ſomething to 
ſave the Beakhead of his Ship, the Seamen al- 
ledging, twas their Right to cut off the Boats 
Noſe elſe. The Money the Men got by it, 
was laid up to be ſpent on the whole Crew 
when opportunity offer'd. Every Nation practi- 
ces this ridiculous Cuſtom after a different Man- 

er. * 
We kept on a ſtraight courſe towards the Iſles 
of Martin Vas, Which are in 20 Degrees South 
Laticude, and we bad the Captain put in there, 
that we might go a- ſhoar and viſit them accor- 
ding to our Orders. He having no deſign * 
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touch there, reply'd, That the Round-top of 


our Fore-Maſt was half broken, and we ſhould 
have a great deal of trouble to make thoſe . 


Iſlands, becauſe we muſt go near the Wind, 


and tack all the Way: He therefore chang'd 


his Courſe, notwithſtanding all our Entreaties 


tothe contrary, and the Contempt we ſhew'd 


for his falſe and trivial Reaſons. Thus we made 
the Cape of the Iſland of Triftan d Acugna, which 
is in 37 Deg. of Scuth Latitude. 

The 10th of December we paſt the Tropick of 
Capricorn, and enter'd the Soutbern Temperate 
Zone. | | 

The 13th we were viſited by ſeveral Birds, 
there were abundance of thoſe which are calFd 
Great Gullets, and which rather ſhou'd have 
the name of great Craws, on account of their 
great hanging Breaſts. They are almoſt as big 
as a Gooſe, are very tall, but neither handſom 
nor good to eat ; their Fleſh being tough, and 
having a ſtrange Taſt. Their Heads are big, 
their Beaks long and ſharp, their Bodies white, 
their Wings brown or ruſſet, their Neck ſome- 
times ſhort, ſometimes long, according as they 


pleaſe, either to ſtretch it out or ſhrink it up. 


Tis a melancholy Bird that paſſes whole days 
on the brink of a Rock, hanging its Head over 
into the Sea, like a Fiſherman with a Line to 
catch little Fiſh. Though the figure of this 
Creature was not at firſt ſight very pleaſing to 
us, they were however very welcome, becauſe 
we were weary of ſeeing nothing but Wateny 
and the leaſt new Objects diverted us. Like 


their Highneſſes in choſe little out-of-the- 


way Courts, where no Company comes to in- 


terrupt their Solitude; or like the Nuns who are 


ſo greedy of Society in their Solitary Con- 
Vents. „ | .. "Im 
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The 17th we heard the Seamen cry a Whale, 
another Marine Pleaſure; , every Body roſe 
immediately to pay our Compliment to the 
Eminency of a great black Back, which ſwam 
up and down ſlowly about our Ship. | 

A Moment after we ſaw fifteen or twenty 


more, which put me in mind of what Mr. de 


Godeau lays elegantly in his Poems. 


Thou, fer the Beauty of the Univerſe, 

With Monſters various in their Forms 

Haſt Peopled all the Liquid Plains; | 
And wil'ſt that all within the ſpatious Deep, 
To the huge Whales ſhou'd Homage py 
Who look like floating Rocks upon the Sea. 


Indeed ſuch as have no more Experience of the 
Sea than honeſt Aloy/io Cad 'muſto had, and all 
his Ships Crew imagine, that theſe huge Beaſts 
ſeek after to devour them. This celebrated 
Voyager in the I. Chapter of the Hiſtory of his 
N.wigation tells us, they were all very much a- 
fraid of a terrible Monſter, whoſe 
like the Sails of a Windmill, which came 


down upon chem, but they eſcap'd that Dan- 


ger, by clapping all their Sails to, and flying 
aſter than the Monſter could purſue them. As 
for us, We were ſo far from being afraid, that 
we were extreamly delighred to Re thoſe Co- 


| loſſes play in the Waves with as much agility, 


as a Bird flies in the Air. One of theſe Whales 
was much bigger than any of the reſt, and 
lockt like a little Ile with a little Mountain in 
it, on the ſurface of the ſmooth Ocean. 
I queſtion whether that prodigious half of a 
Jaw which is thought worthy to be faſten'd to 
the Wall of the Pali 


ace of St, Famwes's in Lone 
| den, 


ins were 
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din, belong'd to an Animal of, a more Mon- 
ſtrous ſize. Our Seamen who, hag, Patricius 
Vartomanni's Relation, cou'd not help laughing 
when they read what that famous Author writes 
of Whales that piſs'd' as high as the Clouds. 

But if they had read Pliny and Solinus, vene- 
rable for their Antiquity, with their Whales 
960 Foot long, their inclination to Laugh, 
had been chang'd into a mortal Fright, for 
fear of being all ſwallow'd, Ship, Anchors, 
Sails, Maſts, Men and Goods: For tho' thoſe 
that are commonly call'd Naturalifts, have for 
a long time us d themſelves to affirm, that Jo- 
na cou d not be ſwallow'd by a Whale, becauſe 
the Throat of theſe Animals is ſo ſtraight, that 
hardly a Pilcher can go down it; yet every 
Body do's not believe what they ſay, as a mat- 
ter beyond all Diſpute, There are few Men 
who have themſelves Diſſected Whales, and 
have ſeen with their own Eyes, what ſort of 
Throats they have ; beſides, we muſt conſider 
there are ſeveral different kinds of theſes Ma- 
rine Monſters. And as I cannot refuſe belie- 
ving P. George Fournier, 8 very curious Man, and 
very knowing in every thing which belongs 
to the Sea, who aſſures us in his Hydrograpby, 
that two Men were found in the Belly of a 
Whale that was thrown a-ſhoar at Valentia, on 


the Coaſt of Spain, a Jaw of which is preferv'd 


in the Eſcurial, fo I am ſatisf'd a Whale of the 
ſize Solinus ſpeaks of, wou'd have ſwallow'd us 
up as ealily, as they do Sack and Loaghes in 
England. Siguior Cadamuſto ſays, that his Levi. 
athan was bigger than the Whale; but che Diſ- 
pute concerning the 7/hale and the Leviathan, 
is about a word only; for the Animal that in 


all Languages is call'd a Whale, is the biggeſt 
Gy "= 
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of all Fiſh, and even of all Animals. And from 
thence Mr. Bochart writes (Phal. Vol. II. Book 
1. Chap. 1.) that the word Baleine or Whale is 
a Syriaque word, which ſignifies Lord of 
Fiſhes. | - 

I cou'd willingly ſay one word more on this 
Article, to confute the Error of thoſe who 
imagine the Whale-bone which Women uſe in 


their Stays and Gowns, is taken out of the Tail 


and Fins of this Fiſh ; for what I ſay, I know 
very well, and-that is, the Whale-bone we 
ſpeak of is never found any where but in the 
Mouth of ſeveral kinds of theſe Animals which 
have no Teeth : Enough of this, tis time to 


| keep on our way, and that I may not be ac- 


cus'd here of loving Digreſſions, I ſhall ſay no- 
thing of the Battel between the Sword-fiſh and 
the Whale, which our Mariners told us of, tho' 
it cou'd not properly be call'd a Digreſſion, 
and the thing is curious enough, much more 
| ſo than the fighting of Cocks, or that of Dogs 
| _ Bears, in which whole Nations take de- 
3 „ . 
Ehe 21% we again met with abundance of 
Whales, and there was one which I believe 
ſcratch'd her ſelf againſt our Ship, but ſo rude- 
ly, that ſhe was flead with it; ſhe found ſome 
Fracture which rub'd off the Skin, for when 
ſhe was at a Diſtance from us, we perceiv'd ſhe 
was all bloody, and her ſcratching had giv'n 
our Veſſel a little ſhake. Nos 


- Arriving in the height of the Ifle Triſtan we 
fail'd Eaſftward to endeavour to gain it, but we 
cou'd not ſucceed becauſe of the Fogs 'and hazy 
Weather, which we had for five or ſix days; 
we lay by all that w. le, that we might not go 
beyend it, nor come roo near it. — 
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ther not clearing up, we were afraid of lo- 
ſing our time there, and reſolv'd to take hold of 
the opportunity of a fair Wind which then 
preſented, and might bring us in a few days to 
the Cape of Good Hope: But we had not kept 
on our Courſe thither ſix Hours, before the 
Wind ſhifted again, and was in our Teeth, 
which oblig d the Captain to tell us, he muſt 
make a new effort to put into the Iſle of Tri- 
fan. His pretended deſign ſucceeded in ſome 
fort, we ſaw that Iſland Thurſday the 27th of 
December, about ſix in the Morning, and coaſt- 
ed it from the North, to the South and by Eaft, 
but we cou'd find no place to caſt Anchor, we 
were always Sounding, but never reach'd the 
Bottom. 1 . ES 
We perceiv'd plainly enough that the Cap- 
tains Chart was falſe, becauſe there was a Bay 


mark'd to be in that part which we ſaw, where 


there certainly was none at all ; and having 
no intention that we ſhould land there, he 
wou'd have perſwaded us the Iſle was inacceſſi- 
ble: But we were ſure Ships had formerly an- 
chor'd there, and were confirm'd in that Opi- 
nion by a good Chart of the Sieur Teftard's, 
where a Bay was mark'd in another place to 
the Weſtward, and it repreſented the Coaſts that 


were before us, to be, as indeed they were, ve- 


ry high and ſteep. | | 
We obſerv'd a little Iſland to the Southward, 

but we did not come near it. That Coaſt of 

the le of Triſtan which we ſaw, was about 


two Leagues long ; it ſeem'd to be extreamly 


agreeable, tho very ſteep, as I have ſaid ; and 


tho* we had Miſts from time to time, which 


depriv'd-us in part of the ſight of it, and ſome- 
times hid it all entirely from us, yet we * 
5 3 ee 
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ſee the Hills from the top to- the bottom, were 
adornid with the moſt beautiful verdure in the 
World, and we ſaw the Sun with Pleaſure. thro' 
tall and ſtraight Trees, with which the tops of 
the Mountains were cover d, Birds were every 
where flying: about, the running Waters flow'd 
abundantly in ſeveral places, from Baſon to 
Baſon, making admirable Caſcades ; and from 
the foot of the Hills, to which they rapidly 
rowl'd, they fell precipitately into the Sea. 


All the different Beauties of this charming Pro- 


ſpect, made us more deſirous to have a nearer 
view of it, and refreſh our ſelves in ſo delici- 
ous a Place; but we defir'd it in vain. | 
The Sea was almoſt cover'd with Whales and 
Sea-Wolfs, which ſwam to the very Shoar of 
the Ille playing with the Water, and. ſome of 
them ran againſt our Frigat; about which flew 
2 great number of Sony — of feveral kinds, 
ſome as big as our Geeſe, others no bigger than 
Pucks. The fight of them fill'd us with new 
Joy, as did every thing that brought the much 
deſir d Land to our Remembrance: Twas to 
no purpoſe for us to flatter our ſelves with hopes 
of Landing on the lovely Iile that lay before 
us, and perhaps we might have flay'd there 
too long if we had. There was the greater like- 
lihood of it, inaſmuch as our Healths were very 
much impair'd, the moſt Vigorons finding his 
Strength extreamly decay'd, but *we cou'd dil- 
cover neither Bay nor Port, our Captain not 
haring done all that was in his Power to fearch 
after one: We durſt not ſtay near the Shoar 
in the Night- time; beſides, we were too much 
Expos d to violent guſts of Wind which blew 
off Land from between the Mountains, ſo we 
pueſu'd our Voyage towards the Cape. 5 
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In the Night the Wind roſe fo high, chat alt 


our Hands found buſineſs enough to em oy 


them. The Waves flew up to the top of our 


Maſts, and there fell ſo much Water „ 7 | 
that our young Lad had been drown'd if he had 
not been very nimbly aflifted. 

On New-Tears-day, 1691. we were entertain'd 
with the fight of a Sea-Cow of a ruſſet Colour; 


ſometimes her whole Head, and ſometimes a- 


bove half her Body appear'd above Water ; ſhe 
was thick and round, and ſeem'd to be more 


bulky than the bigeſt of our Cows. Her Eye was 


large, her Teeth or Tusks long, and her Muz- 


Ile ſwell'd out a little: One of our Mariners 


aſſur d us, this Animal had Feet the ſame as you 
ſe in this Figure. 


The 11th and 12th we ſaw abundance of 
Birds as big as Partridges, and very near of the 


ſame Colour, which our Ships Crew calbd by 
the Name of Grifards or grey Birds: There 
were ſeveral other forts, and all of them diffe- 
rent from thoſe of our Continent. You may 
imagine theſe new . were not diſagreea- 


ble to us; but what pleasd ns moſt was, that 


they were à certain ſign of our being near 
Land. 15 3 

The 13th in the Evening we faw and knew 
the Cape of Good Hope, but loft ſight of it again 
in a great Fog, which roſe on a fudden, and 
oblig'd us to keep out to Sea all that Night. 


The next day we drew near and ſaw the Iſle 


Robben, which is at the entrance of the Port. 
This little Iſland is flat, and has no Dwellings 


upon it but ſome Hutts, where the Lime-burners 


live, when they are ſent thicher to make it. 


All of us had a long while earneftty deſir'd 


do arriye at the Cape, for we all wanted Re- 
3 | freſhment 


* 
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freſhment extreamly, being almoſt eaten yp 
with the Scurvy, and the Grapes beginning to 
ripen, the Seaſon was very favourable to ys. 
After having Coaſted along the Cape two days, 
ſometimes with a Larboard, and ſometimes 
with a Starboard Tack, becauſe of the contrary 
Wind and Current, we at laſt enter'd the Bay 
the 26th of Fanuary, 1691. and caſt Anchor a- 
bout four in the Afternoon. 3 
Tho' this ſeems to be an admirable Bay, its 
vaſt Baſon being enclos d on one fide 6 a 
ridge of Mountains, and on the other by a long 
tract of Earth, which ſeems inſtead of a Mole 
for it. Tis however very often dangerous to 
ride in, the reaſon of which is, partly for that 
one of thoſe Mountains which ought always 
to be a ſhelter to it, is ſometimes, and even 
frequently a fatal Source of thoſe impetuous 
Guſts, that preſently put all the Ships into a 
terrible Diſorder, ; beſides, the Sea-winds are 
very furious, they blow with a frightful force, 
and the Anchorage not being very good, 
Ships are in great danger of running a-ſhoar, 
or overſetting, and no Boats are then ſuffer d 
to come off to them. This bad Mountain is 
near the Point of the Cape, and call'd the 
Devil's Mountain, on account of the miſchief it 
do's. "Twas in the year 1493. that Bartholomew 
Diaz, was ſent by Jobn II. King of Portugal to 
diſcover this Cape ; but he ſays,” the dreadful 
Winds that always blow there, hinder'd him 
from Landing, and for that Reaſon he gave 
the Place the Name of Tormentado the Tempe- 
ſtuous. The ſtory adds, the King reply d they 
ſhou'd not be ſo ſoon diſcourag'd, and that he 
vou d himſelf give that Land A Name of the 
Cape of Good Hope. | ata 
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There are two other Mountains near the De- 
vils, one call'd the Lyons Mountain; for that 
when we ſee it from the Bay, ſome Men fan- 
fe it looks like a Lyon Couchant. On the top 
of it there's always a Guard, and ten pieces of 
Canon: And when any Ships are diſcover'd at 
dea, notice of it is giv'n to the Port. 


being cut off Horizontally, it naturally enough 
repreſents the figure of a Table. Theres a 


plies part of the cultivated Lands in the bot- 
tom with Water: We had ſeveral Charts, and 
took ſeveral views of the Bay, but this ſeem'd 
to us to be the beſt. 55 | 

We found four Ships there, two Dutch (the 
Black Lion and the Mountain of China,) one En- 
gliſß, and one Daniſh. Our Guns being ſtill in 


cording to Cuſtom. "Twas the next day be- 
fore they were ready, and when fir'd, it had 
been better we had let it alone, unleſs we cou'd 
have come off more luckily ; though as it hap- 
pen d, twas well it was no worſe ; for one of 
our Guns which was loaden with Ball ever ſince 
we came from the Texel, and had not been diſ- 
charg'd, was forgotten ro be loaden, and be- 
ing fir d ſtruck the Wall of the Fort, after ha- 
ving paſt through the middle of thirty Per- 
ſons, and bruſſid a little the Beard of the Ser- 
jeant, who return'd us our Bullet: We were 
chid for our Negligence, and that was all. I 
remember to have read in Lambard's Deſcripti- 
on of the County of Kent in England, a like 
violent Salutation of a Bullet which was ſhot 


The other Mountain is call'd the Table Moun- 
tain, and with good reaſon ; for its Summet 


little Lake or Pond at the top of it, which ſup- 


the Hold, we cou'd not Salute them at firſt ac- 


thro* the Palace of Greenwich, and whiſtl'd in | 
| | the 
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the Firſt Queen Mary's Ears. Kings don't love 
ſuch ſort of Honours, and our Serjeant was 9 
the ſame mind with Kings. 

The next day we went to deliver our Let. 
ters to the Governour, who check'd us for the 
Blunder we had made in entring the Port, and 
indeed we deſerv'd it: However, he receiv'd 1; 
very civilly out of reſpect to the Treaty Mon. 


ſieur du Queſne had made with Meſſieurs the Di. 


rectors of the Eaſt-India Company, from whom 
we alſo brought Letters of Recommendation. 
We afterwards made the neceſſary Inquiries for 
the proſecution of our Voyage, particularly if 
the French had again taken poſſeſſion of the 


Iſland of Maſcaregne, and if there was any news 


of their Squadron at the Cape? But we cou 


meet with no certain account of either the one 


or the other. 

Some told us, the Squadron of Seven Men 
of War had put three hundred Men a-ſhoar 
there, in their way to the Indies: Others faid, 


the French who were driv'n out of Siam, had 


ſeiz d the Iſle. And others aſſur'd us, that 
Squadron never touch'd there, and that 


there were only a few Families at Maſcaregn, 


who had dwelt there a long time. "Theſe Re- 
ports being all different, were of no uſe to us. 
All agreed, that nothing cou'd compare with 
the Ifland of Maſc:regne for Beauty and Fertility, 
That Corn, Grapes, and every thing elſe pro- 
per for the Nouriſhment of Man, grew there in 
abundance, and almoſt without Cultivating. 
This made us reſolve to depart with all conve- 
nient ſpeed for M.urice Iſle, which is not far 
from that of Maſcaregne or Eden. We might ex. 
pect there to be better inform'd bf things, and 
enabled to concert our Meaſures better, _ 
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low the Orders that were givin us in Hol- 
land. 5 3 
Thoſe of us that were ſickeſt Landed at; the 
Cape, as ſoon as we arriv'd, to cure our ſelves 
of the Scurvy , ſtaying at Land being the on- 
ly true and ſovereign Remedy for that Diſtem- 
er. 8 
; The | Grapes were juſt beginning to grow 
ripe when we :came there (which was an ex- 
cellent 'Refreſhment for our ſelves, and our 
Ships Crew:) We ſtay d there Weeks at 
the Cape, as well to recover our Health, as to 
refit our Ship. Since my deſign is to ſpeak more 
largely of the Cape of Good Hope in the ſequel 
of this Relation, and to give an account of what 
Remarkable things I ſaw there in my Return, 
I ſhall not detain the Reader any longer a- 
bout it now, our good Swallow having been 
Men refreſh'd as well as we, and all our Company 
hoar being in -a good ſtate of Health, we weigh'd 
(aid, Anchor the 13 of Feb. 1691. after three Weeks 
had reſt a-ſhoar. We Saluted the Fort with five 
that Guns, and ſo fet Sail, tho' the Wind was not 
that I quite fair for us. After having tack'd to and 
cone, again ſome time, we went on in a ſtraight 
Re. Courſe to double Cape Needles; we came into 
o us. 40 Degrees, and the Wind continu'd changea- 
with ble till the 15th of arch, when we had all the 
llity. Prognoſticks that fore-run a terrible Tempeſt. 
pro- The Wind became Impetuous in a very little 
re in time, and the Sea foaming and lifting up its 
ting Waves, form'd Mountains that feem'd higher 
nve- than our Maſts: the Air appear'd to be all on 
fat fire, Lightnings ſtruck us almoſt blind, and the 
tex. Waves rowl'd dreadfully in upon us. But our 
and Crew were moſt of all terrify'd at the ſight of 
fol S. Elme's Fire, which ſtuck to our Maſts: Our 
| 5 Ship 
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Ship was ſo little, that People were amaz'd ; "rg 
the ſight of it at the Cape, and twas noy l * 
driv'n along with inconceiveable ſwiftneſs: Al * 
things were in Confuſion, and horrible Dif. 
order. Our Tackling broke, our Cheſts, ou as 
Arms, Beds, the Mariners and Paſſengers were — 


tumbled Pell mell, fm one ſide to tother : The 
Heavens which appear'd at firſt to us to be al B. 
on fire, were now hid from our Eyes by black Deſl, 
Clouds, from whoſe profound depths ill ſuch 8 
Torrents of Water, as threaten'd to overwhelm i 
thoſe that handled the Ropes with preſent De 1 
ſtruction. | f 


Our Deck was always a Foot deep in Wa. Firgh 
ter, for the Sea threw it in faſter, than it cou'd 2 
run out; and it added to our Terrors, that no 3 
body there had ever ſeen the like before, fff fes, 
extraordinary was this Storm ; the ſame Wind nave 


encreas'd ſtill to a certain Point: after which W 
all the others blew ſucceſſively, and ſome | 
times mingled together with equal fury 10 Air 
make Sport with our poor little Veſſel, which 2 
this Minute they toſt up to the Skye's, and 


- the next ſunk down to the Earth. During the Whir 


ten hours that this Tempeſt laſted, all th: 
Winds conſpir'd to make an entire tour of the Houf 


Compaſs ; and it being impoſſible to handle Diſor 


the Ropes and Sails to work the Ship regularly wi 
we were all that while oblig'd to abandon ou] ſureſt 
ſelves to the caprice and fury of the Waves. | 

At laſt the Storm decreas'd by little an 


ſpair, and heartily Congratulated one anothe 
on our common Deliverance, each of us fee 


ing a ſecret Joy, which none can be ſenſo 1 u 

of, that has not eſcap'd the like Danger, and loſopl 

been deliver'd out of ſo great and ſo uu p 
| | f | ns I, 
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Fright. We therefore return'd thanks to him, 
that had preſerv d us in the midſt of it thro his 


infinite Mercy. | 


When we were a little come to our ſelves, 
we lookt upon thoſe dreadful Billows which 
threaten'd ſtill to fwallow us up, asif they only 
play'd with us, and concluded that the Tem- 
peſt in which we had been, cou'd be nothing leſs 
than a Hurricane. We found a true and lively 
Deſcription of it in the CVII. Pſalm, which 
weread with great Pleaſure and Admiration, as 
we did alſo the XXI. „ 

Let who will boaſt of the famous Idæa's of 
Virgil on the ſame . What he lays, do's 
not come upto the Sublime of theſe two Pſahns. 


And indeed all the Places admir'd by the Pe- 


dants in the Greek and Latin Poets, are but Tri- 
fles, in Compariſon with the Magnificent and 
Inimitable Canticles of David. = 
We Diſcours'd a long time on the terrible 
and almoſt incredible effects of the Matter of 
Air, which is in appearance ſo ſoft, ſo weak, 
ſo light, ſo inviſible, and like to nothing, and 
which in the impetuous Agitations of theſe 


Whirl-winds, tear up the greateſt Trees by the 


Roots, break Ships to pieces, throw down 
Houſes, and in a few Minutes cauſe ſuch great 
Diſorders. | 

What's moſt to be admir'd in it, is, that the 


ſureſt Preſage of a Hurricane (an Indian Word | 


which we have adopted) is a perfect Calm; 
the Sea puts on a deceitful Mien, ſhe ſmooths 
all her Furrows, and leaves not the leaſt wrin- 


kle on her Brows, but looks on you with a gay 


and ſmiling Air. | | 
I wiſh thoſe Gentlemen whom we call Phi- 
loſophers, wou'd ſhew us diſtinctly the ſecret 
a D Springs 
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| Springs of theſe ſeveral wonderful Movements; 


inſtead of filling their famous Writings with 
their little ſuperficial Reafons, which are al- 
moſt always falſe. True ſages humbly confeſs 
that Nature has her unſeirchable Depths, and 
that to ſpeak properly, all theſe are things Di- 
vine. They acknowledge alſo, that one of the 
greateſt Sciences of true Philoſophy, is not to 

be ignorant of ones Ignorance. © 
It has been thought, that the Rain is ſalt when 
the Hurricane 1s at the height ; ſeveral Voya- 
gers have written as much, but tho' I will not 
poſitively deny the matter of fact, I am very 
apt to believe they confound the ſprinklings of 
the Waves with the Rain: If *tis ſaid that the 
Rain has been found to be Salt a-ſhoar, in the 
middle of certain Iſlands, I anſwer in the firſt 
place, that I doubt it, and add, that the ſame 
Whirl-winds that life up the greateſt Veſſels, 
may alſo raiſe up great quantities of thoſe bro- 
ken Waves, and ſcatter them to a vaſt diſtance, 
in theſe Iſles, or other Places far from the Sea, 
where falling down in drops, they may eaſily 
be miſtaken for Rain. * | | 
1 ſhall fay one word only of St. Elme's Fire, 
which I ſaw ſticking to our Maſts when the 
Storm was at the ſtrongeſt, becauſe I did not 
make any particular Obſervation of that Phæ- 
nomena. I ſaw it but by chance, and my Mind 
was then ſo employ'd about things of another 
Nature, that it had no time for matters of Cu- 
rioſity. I obſerv'd a Body of blewiſh Light, 
as it were curl round one of our Maſts, and! 
did not look to ſee if there was any more; 
what makes me believe there was but one, is, 
our Seamen were frighted at the ſight of it; 
whereas had there been two, theſe poor 
| Wretches 
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Wretches wou'd have taken it for a Happy 
Omen. *Twas without doubt according to this 
Ilæa, that the Name of one of theſe two Fires 
only, is not mention'd by St. Paul ſpeaking of 
the Ship he was in, but of both together: I 
ſay of both, becauſe two was then ſpoken of. 
The two Children that came out of the ſame 


Womb with Hellen and Clytemneſtra, the two 
Eggs of Leda, which ſome have transform'd in- 


** a S - 
9 i + 
7 


to the Conſtellation of Gemini, and others a- 


dore under their Primitive Name of Caſtor and 
Pollux, as Gods of the Sea, becauſe they ſup- 


port Pirates: But I know there ſometimes ap- 
pear four or five together, and perhaps more. 
As for Monſieur St."Elme ſucceeding Monfieur 


St. Caſtor, and Monſieur St. Pollux, tis a queſtion 


* 


how it came about. | 

The 3d of April we ſaw Land, great News! 
What it was we cou'd not tell, for we had loſt 
our Tramontane : Nevertheleſs we flatter'd our 
ſelves with Hopes that twas the Ifle of Eden; 
and we made Merry with the thoughts of ſet- 
ting foot on the Land we ſo much deſir'd, as 
deſign'd for the place of our Habitation. The 
Wind ſeem'd to have a ſpirit of Contradicti- 
on, and wou'd not let us approach it, howe- 
ver, we diſputed that Matter ſo effectually with 


that I leave to ſome Seraphick Doctor to decide 


it, that in ſpite of its Obſtinacy we drew ſo 


near it, as to perceive after a ſtrict Examinati- 


on, 'twas the ſame we ſought after, and had 


now found with equal Surprize and Joy, 

We diſcover'd ſeveral Beauties in this admi- 
rable Country, from the place where we ſtopt 
to view it: All that part of it which preſen- 
ted it ſelf to our View appear to be a Level, 
with Mountains riſing in the Middle; and we 
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cou'd eaſily diſcern the agreeable mixture of 
Woods, Rivers and Valleys enamelFd with a 
charming Verdure: If our Sight was perfectly 
well pleas d, our Smell was no leſs; for the Air 
was perfum'd with a Delicious Odour that aſ- 
cended from the Iſle, and that plainly aroſe 
from the abundafce of Limons and Oran- 
ges which grow there, This. ſweet Odour 
{truck us all alike, when we came at a certain 
diſtance from the Iſland ; ſome agreeably com- 
plain'd, that the Perfume hinder'd them from 
Sleeping, others ſaid they were ſo embalm'd 
with it, that twas as much a Refreſhment to 
them, as if they had been fifteen days a-ſhoar. 

The Account which Moffienr Du Aueſne or- 
der'd to be publiſh'd of this Iſland, has not this 
Particular, but MF. Delon did not forget it; and 
he even writes, that he believes the Reaſon 
why there are no Serpents, Rats, nor Veno- 
mous Inſects in that Iſle, is, becauſe the great 
number of Odoriferous Flowers with which it 
is coverd, are Poyſon to thoſe Animals, which 
he ſays he has experienc'd. We cow'd not help 
praiſing this Paradiſe, all of us extoll'd it but 
the Captain, who affected to ſpeak the quite 
_ contrary, whatever Diſpoſition he then ſhew'd 
to it, and however poſitive his Orders were 
to Land on that Iſland, he never intefided it; 
and twas pure chance that brought him fo near 
it, for he thought he was above forty Leagues 
off when we diſcover'd it. He feem'd to be 
amaz'd when the Pilot cold him he ſpy'd Land, 
_.. and believ'd 'twas that we ſought after. I ſhall 


not pretend here to give this Mans ſecret Rea- 


_ foris for what he did, becauſe I know nothing 
but by Conjecture; and belides, tis not to our 
purpoſe, be it one way or Gother, (Alas, I can, 

| hardly 
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karaly hold my Pen in my Hand to ſay it;) 


this. hear, chis Raſczl, took hold of the weak 
Condition we were 1 drew farther. off from _ 


the Ifland by little a 
ly to Diego+Rays. His Shins Grew were all at 
is Di [pokal, and we the 

Sick, cou'd not pretend to force him to exe- 


we were ſurpriz d and troubled.” 


Country, ſince 1 waz not fo happy as to viſit 
it my ſelf, which Reader has expected I 
1 do from the beginning of the, Voyage: 


dourſe ch a means to procure it for him that 
will in a great meaſure e amends for my 
lliſappointing him. 3 To this end I will 


Rarities of this Iſland, which Monſieur du 
Queſunc made publick before our departure from 
land, Tis true, this Relation may be ſuſ- 
peted by thoſe who think twas his Intereſt 


Opinion of the new World which he was 
going to Inhahic : But to this I ſhall firſt 
Ply — Monſieur de Husſue was ſo very 
r from adding to the truth, that he Word 
fuffer any thing to be inſerted in the 
Book he order'd to be Publiſh' d, which had 
he leaſt air of Exaggeration: And in the next 
place I add that at Adeurias Iſland, Batavia and 
he Cape, I can my ſeif Witneſs, every Body 
alowid there was nothing in that Relati- 
dn , Which Was not t cnc! enable to 
Truth. | 
© This Iſland was at firſt card Maſcarenas, by 
8 Porgugueſe, who = Pallcon of i 0 > 
3 the 


little, and ſail'd direct 
Paſſengers being all 


As for the Deſcription of chis Amiable | 


ridge the Relation of the maſt Remarkabi# 


gute his Commiſion. Tis eaſie to imagine ho- 


to prepoſſeſs the World with an adlvantagecus 


* will nat be di iſpleas d, if hate re- . 
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* This is an © the Reign oftheir King Jobn IV. in the Year © muc 
3 * 4 71545. M. de Hacour ſet up the Standard of © ven 
it ſbould be * France there, one hundred and eight Years af- * ſom 


John III. terwards, in the Name of Lewis XIV. now 
| reigning, and Save it the Illuſtrious Name 
of Bourbon, What he wrote concerning it is 
to be ſeen. He put the Arms of France on 
the very Monument where he found thoſe 
8 having done the ſame at Mada- 

Faſcar. ; 

: believe the French have as good as abari- 
© don'd this little Iſland. Others that have 
© ſince landed there, have found it to be-ſo ex- 
© cellent and ſo beautiful that they look d up- 
* on it as a Texgeſtrial Paradiſe, and gave it 
© the fine Nam Eden; that is, The Country of i _ © end 

#2. Delight. * mu” | 5 Hab 

Ine Relation out of which I have taken this . . I 
Abſtract, ſays, ino Body ever went quite thro — " th 
the Iſland , which was for want of good In- - 0 cl 
formation. The Map I have plac'd here, was i 54 
taken from a Deſcription given by Petſons and 
that viſited it all over, and liv'd there ſeveral 
Years. | GH, eh | ö 

* Monſitur du Queſue adds, Be it as it will, tis . bey. 
certain the Iſle of Eden is of a ſufficient Ex- The! 

Stent, to contain {eaſily a long Deſcent of 
Generations, of whatever Colony will ſettle Rivu 

there. )))) 
Tis moſt true, ſays our Author, That Voy- . I. 
© agers have not made mention of any Coun- . veitl 
try where the Air is more healthy than in . Land 

- © this Iſle; which is a very important Article. . tles 

„ *Tis well known abundance of ſick People WW _ mals, 

have gone aſhoar there, and have recoverd , Mort 
© their Health in a very little time. The ſame i © Plan 

have thoke faid, who bave remain'd — 
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© much longer; tho' they wanted ſeveral Con- 
© yeniencies, and were but too much expos'd 
© ſometimes to the Sun, and ſometimes to the 
© Dew. The Sky is clear; the Exhalations of the 
Earth, as well as thoſe. of the Aromatick 
© Plants and Flowers, with which 'tis cover'd, 
« perfume the Air, and they breath'd in a Bal- 
© my Spirit equally wholeſome and agree- 
© able. re” HE. 

© This charming Iſle lies between 21 and 22 
© deg. of S. Latitude, and has one Advantage 
in common with other Countries near the 
Line, that the Heats are temper'd by certain 
cool and regular Breezes, which Providence, 
© admirable in all its Ways, has ſo diſpos'd to 
© render theſe Countries motł Commodious for 
Habitation. 4 . 3 

The abundance of Springs that are found 
© in this Iſle, is one of its Rarities. The Water 
© is clear and wholeſome, and ſome of it Pur- 
© eative. From theſe Springs flow Rivulets, 
© and even ſome Rivers, which water all the 
Plains, and are ſo full of Fiſh, that Voyagers 


© affirm , Thoſe who ford them find it ſo flip- 


© pery, they can hardly ſtand for the Number of Fiſh. 
© There are ſeveral Lakes, and one among the 
© reſt, ſo plentiful of Springs, that ſeven great 
* Rivulets run out of it into a vaſt and rich 
"FIR --- . 

There is no venemous Creature upon it, 
© neither in the Water, neither on the dry 


© Land ; whereas almoſt all other hot Coun- 


© tries are full of Snakes, and ſuch ſort of Ani- 
© mals, whoſe Sting or Bite is dangerous, if not 
© mortal. The ſame thing is affirm'd of the 
Plants and Fruits here. „„ 


3 


D 4 2 


— 


40 


* - 


The Voyage and Adventures 


© I ſhall ſay nothing of the admirable Shells 
© that are pick'd up on the Sea ſhoar, nor of 
© the Coral and Ambergreeſe that are found 


here, tho' they are both valuable and uſeful 


Things. But I muſt declare, that the Sea is 
© full of Fiſh, and that its Turtles only wou'd 
© abundantly and deliciouſly ſubſiſt the Inha- 
© bitants. The Land Turtles are alſo ſome of 
© the Riches of the Iſland. There are vaſt 
© Numbers of them : Their Fleſh is very deli- 
© cate ; the Fat better than Butter or the beſt 
© Oil, for all ſorts of Sawces. Some of the Sea 
Turtles weigh above 500 Pound weight. The 


© Land Turtles are not ſo big; but che great 


© ones carry a Man with more eaſe than a Man 
© can carry them This Oil of Turtle, for tis 
© a ſort of Fat, which do's: not congeal as other 


Fat do's, is an excellent Remedy in ſeveral 


© Diſtempers. : 
© The Forreſts are not ſo thic'; but one may 


_ © eafily go thro' them, and the Shade do's not 


Hinder the Fruit from ripening. There is abun- 


© dance of Cedars, of Ebony, and Timber for 


© Carpenters uſe, Palm-Trees, Fig-Trees, 
© Plantanes, Oranges, Limons, exc. We might 


© name 20 other different kinds of Trees that 


© bear Fruit good to ear, and the variety of their 
© Taſtes are enough to content thoſe of all 
© Men. Aloes, Indigo, Sugar Canes, Cotton, 
© Ananas, Bananas, Tobacco, Potatoes, Pump- 
© kins, Land and Water Melons, Cucumbers, 
© Charibbean Cabages, Beans, Artichokes, a 
© certain ſort of Peaſe, and a hundred other 
© Plants : Fruits or Roots of this nature grow 
© naturally every where. 'Tis experienc'd that 
© Indian Corn, Millet, Rice, Wheat, Barley,and 
- Oats, grow very well there, and that one 


( 
may h 
c ſevera 
* Curio! 
© Pulſe 
* partic! 
* they a. 
* 15, tis 
Natur- 
Since 
have 
good 
ſame 
culiar 

© The 
( were f 
ſo mu 
* Drove 
* nably 
© mails tl 
Clima 
there. 

c e 
* Iſland, 
* Pigeor 
* Pacts, 
* terns, 
* gats, S 
Birds, 
There 
24 Hen: 
* to eat, 
© to 'em 
Parrot 
* cocks, 
they f 
Fleſh t 
* Partric 


G's FO) $5 - eng 5 fans gains py J/2 


2 a Ss 8 85 


of Fraxcis LaGuar. 


may have above one Crop a Year of all theſe 
''ſeveral ſorts of Grains. People haye had the 
© Curioſity to ſow ſome of each fort of our 
© Pulſe and Garden Herbs (which I ſhall not 
© particularize, for fear of being tireſome ) and 
they all came up to a wonder. The reaſon 
© is, tis an excellent Soil, and the Father of 
Nature has render'd it admirably fruitful. 
* Since we find very good Grapes there, we. 
have reaſon to believe one may have very 
good Wine; and, no doubt, might with the 
* ſame ſucceſs raiſe any of the Fruit-trees pe- 
culiar to our Continent. 4 

The black Cattle, Hogs and Goats, that 
© were formerly left there by the Porrugaeſe, are 
* ſo multiply'd that we mt with them in 
' Droves in the Forreſts; and one may reaſo- 
nably expect that Dear, Sheep, and all Ani 
mals that we find any where elle, in the ſame 
Climate, wou'd in the ſame manner ſucceed 
ore. 5 | 

© The Fowl that are moſt plenty in this 
* Iſland, are Partridges, Doves, Ducks, Wood- 
* Pigeons, Woodcocks, Quales, Black-Birds, 
Puets, Thruſhes, Geeſe, Coors, Ducks, Bit- 
* rerns, Parrots, Herons, Peacocks, Fools, Fri- 
* gats, Sparrows, and abundance of other ſmalf 
© Birds, as alſo Birds of Prey, and other Birds, 
There are Batts whoſe Bodies are bigger than 
a Hens, and the Fleſh of them very pleaſant 
to eat, when a Man gets over that Averſion 
to 'em which is begot by Prejudice. The 
© Parrots are alſo excellent Food. The Pea- 
* cocks, are great Birds mounted upon Srilts ; 
they frequent Lakes and Rivers, and their 
* Fleſh caſtes much like that of a Bittern. The 
: Parcridges are all grey, and half as little again 
„ 5 | RR. 1. 33 
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as ours. The Males of the Sparrows have 
red Breaſts, and when they make Love, red- 
der than ordinary: But theſe little Animals, 


which, like Flowers and Butter- flies, ſeem to 


be made only to embelliſh Nature, multiply 
ſo faſt, that, to ſay the Truth, they are trou- 
bleſome. They come in Clouds, and carry 
away the Corn that is ſown, if great Care i 
not taken of it ; which is doubtleſs an Incon- 
venience; but a little Gunpowder ſoon frigh- 
tens 'em away. There are alſo Caterpillars 
and Flyes, which are a little vexatious. And 
laſtly (for we muſt ſay all we can, if we 
wou'd give a true and entire Idea of Things) 
thoſe dreadful Tempeſts, that are known by 


the Name of Hirricanes, are a diſmal Article. 


However, we are afluzg'd they are much lels 
violent than thoſe of America; and, after all, 


do not laſt above four and twenty Hours, 


Beſides, thefe terrible Tempeſts never happen 


but once a Year, and there are infallible ways 


of providing againſt them : to which we may 
add, that for one bad Day there are three 


hundred ſixty four wonderfully fair ones. And 


this Conſideration is very comfortable. Wile 


Men, who have had a little, Experience of 
"the World, and travell'd a little, know that no 


perfect happineſs is to be expected in it, nei- 
ther under the Line nor under the Poles. Eve- 
ry Thing has its For and Againſt, and the 
beſt is but the leaſt bad. All that can be 
done therefore on this Occaſion, as well.as in 
others, is to take the Balance and weigh 
Things before we determine what to do. If 
ſome Inconveniencies in our Eden trouble 
you, ſays Mr. du 2ueſne, Put the Catterpil- 
lars, the Flyes and the Sparrows of this Iſle, 
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* together with one Hurricane a Year, in ons 
Scale, and add, Health, Liberty, Safety, A- 
© bundance and Peace. To counterbalance 
© theſe three ſorts of little troubleſome Ani- 
© mals, put all thoſe ſtrange Beaſts that our fa- 
© mous Moliere calls Harpagons, Purgons, Ma- 
© cratons,, Maſcarils, Metaphraſts, Triſſotins, 
© Town-Fops, all the Race of Miſers, Cheats, 
© Coxcombs and Blockheads, add to that Dra- 
* gons and Beetles, Cellar-Rats, Barn-Rats, Sla- 
© very, Poverty, Alarms, and a thouſand Miſe- 
© ries, and fee which Scale is the heavieſt. 

J muſt again declare, twas to our great 
Regret, that we ſaw our ſelves leaving this 


Iſland behind us, this — Iſland, ſo much 


deſir d by us. We were ſo Weak and fo trou- 


bled, that we conſented to what we could not 
help; and the Commander of our Swallow en 


deavour'd to perſuade us he wou'd carry us to 
2 Place every whit as good as that of which we 
were ſo fond. *Twas but one hundred and fifty 
Leagues from this Iſland, but the Wind was ſo 
contrary, that we were forc'd to tack to and 
again for a Month together. | 
Poor Fohn Pagni, one of our Companions, 
dy'd between the Iſle we had found and that 
we were ſeeking : He cou'd no longer reſiſt the 


Violence of the Scurvy and the Oppreflion 


that tormented him. 
On Saturday Morning, the 25th of April, 
1691, Old Stile, we ſpy'd Land, which was the 


little Iſland Diego Ruys, where our Captain re- 


toly'd to carry us; we came very near it, by 
the Eaſtern Point failing Southward. It ap- 
pear'd to us to be difficult of acceſs, it being 
ſurrounded with Rocks call'd Shelves, which 


run very far out into the Sea. We did not at 


firſt 
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firſt perceive either Port, or Bay, or any Place 
where we might land. In the Evening we 
ſounded and met with the Bottom, three League 
from Shoar. We caſt Anchor, twas a Calm, 
and we ſtay'd there till Monday the 27th, 
tor what reaſon I know not. That and the 
next Day we ſpent in examining the outſide of 
the Iſle as much as we cou'd, to endeavour to 
diſcover ſome Place that was acceflible. The 
28th. about four in the Afternoon, we per- 
ceivd an Opening, which ſeem'd proper for 
our Deſign : But the Night following we were 
driv'n out to Sea, and beat there till the next 
Day. About xr a Clock in the Forenoon 2 
Calm took us, and brought us into great Dan- 
ger; for a rapid Current plainly carry d us 
among Rocks, that run out above a League 
into the Sea. We were ſo near that there was 
no likelihood of avoiding them, when by che 
ſpecial Mercy of Heaven there ſprung up a 
brisk and fair Wind that drove us back. We 
then made the Cape towards the North Point, 
and at Noon the Captain put out his Boat to 
ſeek for a Place to enter. In the Evening we 
fail'd towards the Northeaſt Point, and the 
Boat gave us a Signal that it had found out 
good Anchorage: We were then on the Rock 
in eight Fathom Water only, which oblig'd us 
to be always ſounding. We cait Anchor in 
nine Fathom, a fandy Mud at Bottom; our 
Ship was tow'd along by the Boat: We lay 
there till the next Day, when we intended ta 
look out for a better Place. Accordingly, ear- 
ly in the Morning, the zoth of April, we call 
Anchor in nine Fathom Water, a good Bottom 
of Ouzy Sand, and ſhelter d from the Eaſt and 
South-Eaſt Winds, which blow almoſt alway: 
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The Ifland afar off, and near at hand, ap- 
pear'd to us very lovely: The Captain, who 
had his Reaſons for not landing us at Triſtan or 
Maſcaregna, deſir d nothing better than to leave 
vs at Rodrigo, and with that Deſign he highly 
extoll'd the Beauty and Advantages of this 
land; and indeed this little new World ſeem'd 
full of Delights and Charms. Tis true, we did 
not ſee ſo many Birds flying about as at Tri/fan, 
and our Road was not ſo perfum'd with the 
Odours of the neighbouring Shoar as at Eden, 
from whence we had been come about a Month. 
But we cou'd not thence conclude there were 
no Birds in the New Iſland, nor no Flowers to 
ſend up grateful Sweets. Beſides, the Face of. 
it was extreamly Fair. We cou'd hardly take 
our Eyes off from the little Mountains, of 
which it almoſt entirely conſiſts, they are ſo 
nchly ſpread with great and tall Trees. The 
Rivers that we ſaw run from them water'd Val- 
ys, whoſe Fertility we cou'd not doubt of; 
and, after having run thro' a beautiful Level, 
they fell into the Sea, even before our Eyes. 
Their Banks were adorn'd with Forreſts ; and 
ſome of us, at the fight of this Lovely Iſle, 
call d to mind the famous Lignon, and thoſe ſe- 
reral enchanted Places, ſo agreeably deſcrib'd 
by Mr. 4 Urfe in his Romance: But our 
Thoughts were immediately carry'd away by 
other Contemplations. We admir'd the ſecret 
nd wonderful Ways of Providence, which, 
after having permitted us to be ruin d at home, 
had brought us thence by many Miracles, and 
now dry d up all our Tears, by the ſight of 
the Earthly Paradiſe it preſented to our view; 
where, if we would, we might be rich, free 
and happy; if contemning vain Riches, w. 
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fer'd to us, to glorifie 


panions got into the Boat, but ſeeing it was 


Joy, I ſpent the reſt of the Day in profound 


time enough to diſcover. He talk'd to me of 


| this new and unknown Diſh. The next Day, 


panions, and went aſhoar. 


wy 
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wou'd employ the peaceable Life that was of. 
God and fave our 


Souls. | 1 
We were all of us more buſy'd with theſe 


ſweet Meditations, than poſſeſs d with Tran. 
ſports of Joy, when the Boat was put out again, 
and we were ask d who wou'd go aſhoar! 
Upon which every one roſe up haſtily, tho 
there was not one but was ſick. All my Com- 


full, I made no great haſte after them. I waz; 
older by much than any of them, and conſe. 
quently more Maſter of my ſelf ; and being full 
of I know not what, mixtures of Grief and 
Silence. A | 

In the Evening the Captain return'd, and 
told me Wonders of the Country, which he 
exaggerated much beyond the Truth, as I had 


Animals and Fruits that were never ſeen in that 
Iſland. Tis true, he brought back ſeveral ſorts 
of great and good Birds: I experienc'd the 
Truth of that by making an agreeable Meal on 


(the 1ſt. of May 1691.) I follow d my Com- 


This Ifle, which is call'd either Diego-Rodrigo, 
or Diego-Ruys, or Rodrigo, is ſituated in nineteen 
Degrees of South Latitude. Tis about twenty 
Miles in Circuit. Its Length from Eaſt to 
Weſt, and its Shape, are as may be ſeen in the 
Ma : 1 h | | N 5 

We ſcated our ſelves near the Sea, on the 
North North-Weſt Shoar, in a lovely Valley, 


by the ſide of a. great Brook, the Water of 


which was clear and good, We went all _ 
OED tlie 


. 


PLAN OF THE $1 


—— TILERETI 


3 — 


- 


- #4: 
— —:— 
* —— — 7 
- 
9 90 of 
9% — 
„ * 
| —— 
\ „ 
y 


„ 


2 


— — 


4 1 Nor ao - 
ö d a - » 1 4 ae - - 
— 


— 


= -- 
-- 


MOM 
ſſerpppfffſ 
AL 


— ——_ 


o a 


2 = 


24 
N = — — 0 
. 3 


—_—— — ＋ — 


F — % 


—— 


2 . 
ee 10 2. - 


> 
Hh cares - 


. 200050444 


2 
© 2 * 


tle „„. 


\ 
\ 


"2 


1 . 
<woge S120 7 
. Out ON oe . 4 f E 

FAD 
th =D — BYLY 1 
” I== 


* ö \ mT 


| 4 , 
2 


IIIIIIIIIll lll. 
ff 


N * p 
- o „ . . : 
H. ao a 2 
0 * * * - 4 
2 ” 
-_ 
* 


„ 


0 ANCIS LERGÜAT. 


s 


by conducting us firſt to it. : 

1 haye; obſerv'd, that every one to whom 1 
ave” told my Adventures, have had a great 
Curioſity to know the Diſpoſition of our little 


Habitations ; tis for that reaſon I now lay 


rience, I know very well, that when the Rea- 


Places where Things happen'd, he is the more 
concern'd about the Things themſelves. 
Let him therefore caſt his Eyes on the Map 


from the General Plan of the Iſland, becauſe 


Things cou'd not have been ſo diſtinctly mark d 


there. I deſire he wou'd pardon my deficien- - 


cy in Deſigning, which I profeſs not to under- 
ſtand, I give him what I have, and I can do 
no more. As I have made but an imperfect Re- 
ation of Things, ſo I have drawn but an im- 
perfe& Deſign, in this ſmall Delineation of our 


poor Settlement. And I hope my Defects will 
not be found to be ſo great, but he may him 


ſelf eaſily ſupply them. | 
The hetle River he ſees, comes from the mid- 
de of the Iſland, and at four or five thouſand 
common Paces below our Cabbins, it forms 
ſereral Caſcades, falling from Rock to Rock, 
and ſeveral Baſons, that wou'd adorn a Prince's 
Garden. In a hot and dry Time it receives 
ery little Water from its Fountain: But in all 
Times the Tide Hills it to the Brink of the 
Banks. The little Space which I have mark d 
towards the Left, and at the Mouth of it, is 
bw Ground, which the Sea covers as often as 
t riſes, This ſigg of the Water is in general 
„„ OWGL 


Fund choſe this Place as che moſt 
ent; and that which Providence deſign d 


down à Plan of them. For by my own Expe- 


der by this means conceives any Idea of the 


I ſet before him, he will ſee JI diſtinguiſh ic 
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lower than the other, and ſubje to frequey 
Inundations by the Floods in Hurricane time. 

Peter Thomas, one of our Pilots, of whom | 
have made mention, choſe to inhabit a littk 
Hand form'd by the River. He built his Cab. 
bin there, and made a little Garden with a dow. 

ble Bridge. He was a very pretty Lad, an 
us d to perch upon a Tree in an Inundation; 
which brings to my Remembrance the gloriay 
Monarch Charles II. when he was mounted uy 
In the famous Oak at Boſcobel, whoſe Relick 
are Venerable to this Day. But whereas tha 
King durſt not ſay a Word, or only Whilp: 
„ „to Captain * Sans-Soucy, the Companion of hi 
Ae Name Fortune, Maſter Peter Thomas play'd on the 
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| ; bg _—_ Flute, or ſung, or chatter'd freely with hi 
accompa- Friends. He was the only Man of the Com 
1% the pany that ſmoak'd Tobacco: He was allo 1 
Gn Mariner. When his Tobacco was gone h: 


Boſcobel, {moak'd Leaves. | 


was Care- | 


Jeſs, an Engliſh Word which Au fies Negligence or without Care. Bur it 
King thought fit to change his Name from Careleſs to Carlos. ( See Sylvi 
nus Morgan's Spheres of Gentry, and Dr. Chamberlain's Preſent Stat 
of England. Vol. I. Ch. 4. | 


The next Cabbin to the Iſle on the Right 
hand towards the Sea, was Mr. de Ia Haye's. Ht: 
was a Silverſmith, and had built a Forge, ſ 
that he was oblig'd to make his Houſe a litt|: 

bigger than the reſt. La Haye was always ſing 
ing of Pſalms, whether he was at work 0 
The Cabbins were ten or twelve Foot ſquare 


ſome more ſome leſs, according to the Fanſe 


of the Builder. The Walls were made 0 


the Trunks of Plantanes, and the broad Leave: 


of the ſame Tree ferv'd to cover them. _ he 
gu Dot 
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Dotts about every Cabbin ſhew where the Pal- 
liſado's ſtood, which enclos'd our Gardens. 
The Doors are alſo mark'd by the void Spaces. 

The Plan ſhews at what diſtance theſe Hytts 
were one from the o tber. 

Near poor la Hayes, on the ſame ſide of 
the River, and not far from the Water, was the 
Stadt-Houſe, or, if you pleaſe, the Place of Ren- 
dezvous for our Republick, whoſe chief Coun- 
cils concern'd the Affairs of the Kitchen. This 
Edifice was about twice as big as the others, and 
Kobert Anſelm lay in it. "Twas there we pre- 
par'd the Sawces for our Diſhes, but we eat 
under a tall and great Tree, on the Bank of the 
Rivulet, over-againſt the Door of that Cab- 


bin. This Tree afforded us a very fine Shade, 


and defended us from the burning Rays of the 
Sun. Twas in the Trunk of this Tree, 
which was very hard, that we cut a ſort of 2 
Nich, to leave there the Memorial and Monu- 
ments, of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafrer. On 
the other ſide of the Water, oppoſite to the 
Common Hall, was the Common Garden: 
"Twas fifty or ſixty Foot Square, and the Pal- 
liſado's that encompaſs d it of a Man's height 
and very cloſe : Inſomuch that the leaſt Tur- 
tles cou'd not go between them. For that, as 
may be imagin'd, was the only reaſon which 
oblig'd us to encloſe our Gardens. 
But let us re-paſs the Bridge, and come back 
to Francis Leguat, the Author of this Relation's 
Cabbin ; you ſeg twas between two Parterres, 
and upheld by a great Tree, which alſo co- 
yer d it on the ſide of the Sea. This Tree bore 
a Fruit ſomething like an Olive; and the Par- 
fots loyd the Nuts of it mightily, p. 
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and nearer the Sea. 
true Picture of honeſt Jaac Boyer in his Epi- 
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A little lower and nearer the Water on the 


fame ſide of the Brook, ſtood Mr. de la Caſes 


Lodge. This brave Man, who is now in Ame- 
rica, had been an Officer in the Brandenburgb 
Troops, and knew already what it was to live 
in Tents. He was a Man of a good Preſence, 
Ingenious, full of Honour, Courage and Wit. 
On the other ſide of the Rivulet between 
the Ifles and the great Garden, was the Cab- 
bin of poor Mr. Teſtard, whoſe fad Deſtiny we 
ſhall ſee in a ſhort time: He was a ſtout Man, 
* one whom I very much regretted the loſs 
Ol. | : | 
Meſſ. B***, and Beyer liv'd together, and 
built their Hutt a little farther from the Brook, 
The Reader will find a 


taph ; for I muſt tell him before- hand, that this 
dear Companion of our firſt Adventures, laid 
his Bones in Rodrigo. And ſince I have giv'n 
a Character of thoſe whom J have ſpoken of, 


1 ſhall add concerning Mr. Bꝗe ( who is 


thanks be to God, now alive and in Health) 


that we all lov'd him for the good Qualities 


with which he is adorn'd. I obſerv'd with 
pleaſure in this young Man (for he was not a- 


bove twenty years old) an honeſt and upright 


Soul, good natur'd and lively: He had by his 
Studies acquird more Knowledge, than the 
generality of Mankind can pretend to. He 
was always Gay, and in good Humour, and 
*ewas chiefly owing to his fagulty of Inventi- 
on and Addreſs, that we built the rare Veſſel, of 
which we ſhall fay more hereafter; as alſo that 
we Manufactur'd certain little Hatts, which were 
very great Comforts to us in our great Di- 
ſtreſſes. To conclude, I muſt inform the _ 
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der, en paſſant, that except P. Thomas and R. 
Anſelin, Men of mean Fortunes, all the reſt of 
our Friends were not driv'n out of Europe by 
Miſery, nor did they deſperately caſt them- 
ſelves on Deſert Iſlands, becauſe they knew 
not where to ſet their foot in the World. They 
were Men of good Families, and of no con- 
temptible Eſtates ; but Mr. du Queſncs Colony 
made fuch a noiſe, that having no ties of Fa- 
milies or Affairs to detain them, they had a 
mind to make this Voyage. 
I believ'd, Reader, you wou'd be better 
Ipleasd with the Continuation of our Adven- 
tures, after I had given you ſome light into 
the Characters and Circumſtances of the Ads 
venturers. 1 | 

You ſee Trees ſcatter'd up and down in our 
little Town, they are Remainders of a much 
greater Number, which we thought fit to fell, 
and *ewas no hard matter to do it; for the 
Ground is extreamly light, and the Roots were 
aſfily taken up: I don't doubt, you Laugh to 
hear us talk of our little Town, but what I 
pray you was the famous Rome in its begin- 
ning? Had there been Women amongſt us, 100 
years hence, inſtead of ſeven Hutts, one might 
ave reckon'd ſeven Pariſhes. | 
When we had finiſh'd our Preparations for 
building our little Houſes, the Captain who 
ay d fifteen days in the Road weigh'd An- 
hor, after having deliver'd us the greateſt part of 
he Neceſſaries we brought for a Settlement, 
ind taken freſh Proviſions Aboard. We ſent 
etters by him to our Friends in Holland, where- 
n we had ſet out his Panegyrick as he deſery'd, 
ut he was not ſuch a Fool as to deliver them, 
b we underſtood afterwards, and indeed, as we 

E E 2 expected 
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expected from him. What he left us wx 
chiefly | | | 

Biskets, Fuzees, and other Arms, Powder 


and Bullets, Tools for Husbandry and building 


our Cabbins, as Saws, Hatchets, Nails, Ham. 
mers and Sheers, Houſhold-ſtuff, a Turn-broach, 
Fiſhing-Nets and Lines; in fhort, every thing 
except Drugs, which I believe, the Captain ra. 


ther forgot, than maliciouſly kept from us: 


Beſides this, every Man had his particular Goods, 
Neceſſaries and Proviſions. 

Peter Thomas, whom I have mention'd, having 
quarrell'd with the Captain, and fearing to re- 
turn with him, reſolv'd to ſtay in the Ifland, 
and that wou'd have made up the loſs of one 
of our Companions who dy'd at Sea near Maſca- 
regne, if the Captain, the Night before he leſt 
us, had not taken away two of our Company 
(Jacques Gaigner and Pierrot) fo that we had but 
eight left, | 8 | 

When the Ship was gone, and each of us 
were well recover'd of the Fatigues of the Sea, 
we made the tour of the Iſland to ſee whether 


we cou'd diſcover any better Place to ſettle in, 


than that where we firſt Arriv'd ; but we found 
*rwas much -the ſame all. over it, and even tho 
there were about twenty ſeveral ſorts of level 
Land, and almoſt as Commodious as Ours, yet 
we met with none that was not ſomewhat In- 
ferior to it in Beauty and in Goodneſs ; ſo that 
we reſolv'd to ſtay in the place where we fitli 
{at down. " 5 


As ſoon as we had clear'd the Earth as much a 


was neceſſary for Tillage, we dug it, and ſow 
our Grain. We had abundance, and of all ſorts; 
but that which we brought from Holland, wa 
ipoil'd by the Air of the Sea, we having forgot 
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of FRAN CIS LeGuar. 
to put it into Earthen Pots, and Seal them down 
well. We furniſh'd our ſelves with other Seed 
at the Cape of Good Hope. Only five Seeds of 
Ordinary, and as many of Water-Melons came 
up; three of Succory, three of Wheat, ſome 
Artichokes, Purſlin, Turnips, Muſtard, Gilly- 
flowers and Clover-graſs. The Gillyflowers roſe 
high, but they did not blow, and at laſt they 
all periſh'd. on LS 

The Turnips did the ſame, and were entire- 
ly deſtroy'd by the Worms before we cou'd cat 
them. The Melons which I call Land, to di- 
ſtinguiſh them from Water-Melons, came up 
almoſt without Culture in abundance, prodi- 
giouſly Large, and excellently well taſted. I 
do not believe there can be better any where, 
and we found by Experience they had this rare 
Quality, that tho' one did eat of them a little 
to Exceſs, no Inconvenience happen'd after- 
wards. | 5 

We put em into all our Sauces, and they 
were admirable in all: We might have had 
them all the year long, but we obſerv'd that 
thoſe which came up in the Winter, that is, 
when 'twas not ſo hot as at other times, to- 
wards the Months of June and July, were a 
great deal better than the others. 

We thought at firſt we muſt expoſe them to 


Ihe Sun, as we do in France, but we ſoon found 


they wou'd thrive better in the Shade, which 
we may ſuppoſe is caus'd by the difference of - 
the Climate and Soil. 2 2 | 

Among our five Plants of Water-Melons, 
there were two ſorts, Red and White ; the firſt 
were the beſt. TheRind was Green, and the in- 


Iſde Red; they are very Refreſhing, and never 


do any. hurt no more than the others; They 
| | E 3 are 
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are ſo full of Water, that one may eaſily go with- 
out Drink when they are eaten: Sometimes 
they were ſo big, that all Eight of us cou'd 
hardly eat up one of them. he” 
| Theſe ſeveral kinds of Melons grew with- 
ont taking Pains about them, as I have ſaid al- 
ready, and prcduc'd Fruit in great Abundance, 
When we mingled a little Aſhes with the Earth 
in the place where they were Sown, it made 'em 
grouv and fructifie extraordinarily, and the Fruit 
was morethan ordinarily delicate. We had great 
hopes of our Artichokes. We cou'd almoſt ſee 
them grow. They ſpread very much, but they 
ielded very little Fruit. Indeed we cou'd not 
" ſure that the Seed was true Artichoke-Seed, 
tho' it had the figure of it, and the Plant was 
like that of an Artichoke. We brought it from 
the Cape of Good Hope, without knowing what 
it was. We did our utmoſt to make the ſides 
of it whiten, but to no purpoſe, tho' we were 
not ignorant of the ſeveral ways of doing it. 
And we had as bad Succeſs with the Succoury : 
It came up to a wonder, ſo did the Purſlain and 
the Muſtard-Seed; but do what we cou'd, we 
cou'd never take off irs bitterneſs. Of three 
Grains of Wheat that came up, we cotr'd pre- 
ſerve but one Plant: It had above 200 Ears, 
and we were full of Hopes that it wou'd come 
to ſomething, but it produc'd only a ſort of 
Tares, which very much troubled us, as you 
may imagine; becauſe we found our ſelves de- 
priv'd of the Pleaſure of eating Bread, 
However we ſhou'd not from hence conclude, 
that Wheat Corn will always turn to Tares 
here, ſince in Europe ſuch like Degeneration 
are often to be met with. And if our young 
Men inſtead of precipitately ſowing 8 
bs, io Ls; 66G 
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Seed in one Place, and in one Day, had kept 
ſome for other Soils, and other Seaſons, per- 
haps we might have had an ample Harveſt, and 
better luck with all our other Grain. „„ 
The Air is very clear and healthy at Rodrigo, 
and none of us having been ill all the while we 
hv'd there, is a very good proof of it, conſi- 
dering the great * of the Climate and 
Food. He who dy'd juſt as we were about to 
leave it, as I ſhall relate in the ſequel of theſe 
Memoirs, was perfectly born down by the vio- 
lence of Fatigue. | | 
The Sky is always fair and ſerene, and the 
heats of the Summer very Moderate; becauſe 
preciſely at Eight a Clock in the Morning there 
riſes every day a little North-Eaſt. or North- 
Weſt Wind, which agreeably cools the Air, 
and tempering the hotteſt Seaſon, cauſes a per- 
petual Spring all the year round, and a conti- 
nual Autumn, no part of it deſerving the Name 
of Winter, inſomuch that one may bath one's 
ſelf atany time. The Nights are cool and re- 


freſhing; it ſeldom Rains, at leaſt we ſaw no 
Rain, except for four or five Weeks after the Hur- 


ricane ; that is, in Zanuary and February. Thers 
fall great Dews, and frequently, which ſerve 
inſtead of Show!rs. As for Thunder, which is 
ſo formidable in our Europe, and in ſeveral o- 
ther parts of the World, I believe it was never 


heard in this Iſland. 


Tis as IJ have hinted, compos d of lovely 
Hills, cover'd all with fine Trees, whoſe per- 


petual Verdure is entirely Charming. Theſe 


Trees are very rarely entangled one in another 
by the nearneſs and thickneſs of their Bran- 
ches. They naturally form Ally's to defend 
ys from the Suns, Heat b and the Proſpect is 
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eyery where adorn'd by the ſight of the Seaz 
thro' the Boughs which are almoſt in all Pla- 
ces open enough, to admit a View of the vaſt 
Ocean between them. £ 
At the foot of theſe Hills are Valleys, the 


Soll of which is the moſt excellent in the World, 


as we may eaſily conceive, if we conſider it 
conſiſts chiefly of rotten Trees; whoſe Mat- 
ter being reduc'd tb duſt, is driv'n by the Floods 
down the Hills. This' Mould is very light, 
and produces almoſt withour Cultivating. It 
abounds in fruitful Juices. ' 

. The Valleys are cover'd with Palm-Trees, 
Plantanes, Ebony's, and ſeveral other ſorts of 
Trees ; the Beauty of whoſe Leaves and Bran- 
ches may compare with that of the fineſt of our 


1 4 Trees. In the low parts of theſe Valleys 
we frequently meet with Rivulets of freſh Wa- 
ter, whoſe Springs are all in the middle of the 
Iſland. "Theſe pure Streams are never dry, and ſb 
' Conveniently diſpos d for watering all this little 


Country, that nothing can be more Commodi- 
ous. What pity tis that a Place ſo Delicious in all 


things, ſhou'd be uſeleſs to the Inhabitants of 
the World. I inſiſt the more on theſe charm- 


ing Rivulets, becauſe. there are a great many 


Iſlands that have none; and 'tis doubly a won- 


der to find ſo many here, and All ſo happil) 


diſtributed: . : 0 a 
Several of the other Kivulets beſides that near 
Which as I have {aid we built our Cabbins, 

form Caſcades by falling from the top of Rocks: 

I reckon'd ſeven Baſons, and as many Caſcades 

all together, and form'd all by the ſame Ri- 


vet. 


There are abundance of Fels in theſe R. 
vers, ſome of them very big, and all excellent. 
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Zy well taſted. We have taken ſome ſo Mon- 


- MW frous, (J am afraid to tell it) that two Men 


t cou'd hardly carry home one of them; tis eaſie 
to catch them, for you can ſcarce put your 

e Bait into the Water, before the Fiſh bite. This 
„Vater is ſeidom deep, and being very Tranſpa- 
t rent, we cou'd eaſily fee theſe huge Eels creep- 
ing at the bottom; and if we pleas'd, might 
's have taken them with a Harping-Iron : We 
t, have ſometimes ſhot them with a Fuzee and 
%/ô«˖ ˖ „ | 
The Valleys I am talking of, Water'd and 

„ made fertile by theſe little Rivers, extend them- 
F ſelves Inſenſibly as we draw nearer the Sea, 
- and form a Level, which in ſome Places is 
r two Miles broad, and two long. The Soll 
s Jof theſe little Plains is excellent eight or ten 


boot deep, and there thoſe great and tall Trees 


e grow, between which one may walk at eaſe, 
b Wand find ſuch refreſhing coolneſs in their ſhade 


le Nat Noon; ſo ſweet, ſo healthy, that twou'd 
i- tive Life to thoſe that are dying. Their 


ſpreading and tuſty Tops, which are almoſt all 
of an equal height, joyn together like ſo ma- 
ny Canopy's and Umbrello's, and jointly make 
a Cieling of an eternal Verdure, ſupported 
by natural Pillars, which raiſe and oe them. 
This is certainly the Workmanſhip of a Divine 
ene | 


tor Example, the ſeveral forts of Palm-Trees 


Neceſſaries for thoſe Sages, who Believe and 
Praftiſe what St. Paul ſays. The Fruit of thera 


ar What is more Remarkable, is the greateſt 
s, Wart of the Trees of this little Eden, are not 
s: Jeſs uſeful or neceſſary for the Conveniencies 
es Nef Life, than pleaſant to the Eyes or the Mind. 


ind Plantanes are Admirable Magazines of 
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15 excellent, and the Water which the Trunk 
of theſe Trees yield, and which runs from it; 
Spring without Preparation, is a kindly and de. 
licious Liquor; ſome of the Leaves are good 
to eat, others ſerve inſtead of Silk or Linen. 
There are abundance of theſe wonderful Trees 
all over our Iſle. Perhaps.the Reader may ex, 
ped that I ſhou'd explain my ſelf a little on this 
Head. | 

I ſhall not undertake to give a Deſcription of 


 Palm-trees and Plantanes, a Thouſand and a 


Thouſand Men having written of them, and! 
know there are above thirty ſeveral ſorts af 


them: Neither ſhall I enlarge in the Deſcripti- 


on of thoſe J am ſpeaking of, but give: 
ſmall 14zz of them, for the ſake of ſuch as do 
not know what ſort of Trees theſe are. 
Our Palm- trees are commonly tlirty or fort 
Foot high; their Trunk + ſtraight, and with 
out Leaves, but tis cover'd with a fort of 
prickly Scales, whoſe prickles ſtand. out a lit 


On the top of the Trunks grow thoſe Buugh 
of Palm, of which no Man ever ſaw a lively Pi 
cture. Theſe Boughs form a great Knot, anc 
fall down all about it in Plumes : Below :thel: 
Boughs, or rather below the Trunk from which 
they grow, are produc'd long Bunches, eac 
Fruit or Grain as big as a Hens Egg, and d 
the ſame Shape, known by the Name © 
Dates. 3; „R 

In the center of this great Knot, and 2 
the Summet of the Trunk, is what we c 
the Cabbidge. One cannot ſee it, being hid 
den by the Boughs that riſe a little all ;abou 
it. This Summet conſiſts of tender Leaves 
which cloſely embrace each other, joyn 1 


gether, 
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zether, and form a Maſs ſomething like that 
of a Cabbage Lettice,” or common Cabbage; 


tis about two Foot high if the Tree is large, 


and of the ſame bigneſs with the Trunk. The 


large outſide Leaves of this Maſs are white, 


ſoft, pliable, and as ſtrong as Buff, 'which it re- 
ſembles. They will ſerve alſo for Linen, Sa- 
tin, for Napkins, Table-Cloths, and any thing 
what you pleaſe. The Membrana or inſide 
Leaves are tender and. brittle, like the Heart 
of a Lettice : They are good to eat raw, and 


taſt like a Filberd; but we made an admirable 


Ragout of them when we Fricaſi d them with 
the Fat and Liver of a Turtle. We put them 
alſo in our Soops. 

We come now to the Liquor, or rather the 
Nectar of the Iſle of Rodrigo. "Tis call'd Palm- 
Wine all over the Indies: There are two ways 
of drawing out the Juice. We make a hole in 
the Trunk of the Tree at about a Mans height, 


as big as ones two Fiſts. We prefently put a 


pot or other Veſſel there to receive the delici- 


Wous Liquor, which runs out faſt enough, o- 


therwiſe we dig the Cabbage, and make a lit- 
tle Ciſtern at its Head. We need only go twice 


Jor thrice a Day, and draw this rare Wine at 


the Fountain Head, and we may be abundantly 
ſupply'd with it. The Wine of the Trunk, and 
that of the Cabbage, are in my Opinion of an 
equal Goodneſs | 

But thoſe who wou'd be good Husbands of 
their Trees (for as for us we were laviſh enough 
of them), the firſt way is the beſt, becauſe 
after the Cabbage has yielded its Liquor for 
about a Month, it Withers, and the Tree de- 


eays and dies. Tis the ſame thing if you tear 


off the Cabbage, when its Head and Brain are 
zone it dies almoſt ſuddenl). Where- 
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Whereas if you only pierce its Side, the Tree 
do's not die, provided the Wound is not too 
deep ; but the Liquor will not run out at that 
Hole above four Days: The wounded Tree 
muſt afterward have time to recover. I do not 
know what is done elſewhere, but I can tell by 
Experience what I have ſaid here, we having 
made trial of it daily for two years together. 
The Bark of this Tree is very hard, tis an Inch 


thick, Porous and Tender in the Inſide. Tf one 


make the. Hole onthe ſide of the Trunk too wide, 
there is reaſon to fear 'twill weaken the Tree 
there, and that then the next Hurricane will 
break it. 1 „ 
The Plantane is a fort of Palm- tree, and the 


Alrboriſts place it in the ſame Claſs. Our Plan- 
tanes have a ſtraight Trunk, which ſeems to be 
form'd of large Rings at an equal Diſtance. 


They have no ſuch prickly Scales as I have 
talkt of. At the top of the Trunk is 4 Cab- 
bage, very like to that I have deſcrib'd. At the 
foot of this Cabbage inſtead of Palm Boughs 


are broad Leaves, with Stalks about ſix or ſe- 


ven: Foot long: Theſe Leaves are ſtrong and 
thick, and like a Fan when tis open: the 
Sticks of which come a little out of the Cir- 
cumference, and are pointed at the end. Some 
of Atheſe Leaves are eight Foot Diameter, in- 
fomuch that they ferv'd to make rare Cover- 
ings for our Cabbins. We cut 'em out into 
little pieces, and made Hatts and Umbrello'sot 
them. The Stalk is four Inches broad, an Inch 
thick, and a little roundiſh at the ſides ; at the 
bottom where it jayns to the Tree, it widens, 
and 'grows like a flat Shell which ſticks to the 
Trunk, and in part embraces it. This wide 
and hollow Plate is ſometimes above a Foot 
227 | 3 - POLE SLOTS Diame: 
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© Diameter, and of the thickneſs of a Crown- 
Piece. We made uſe of it for Diſhes, Plates 
it and Sawcers. The firſt Rind of the Stalk ſerv'd 
eus inſtead of Ropes, and the Fibres of the ſe- 
Wl cond made good Thread to Sow with. One 
might have wove Stuffs with it, had it been 
5 Wl prepar'd. | FR 2, 
. We cou'd not perceive any difference in the 
hn WW Taft, or in any other qualities of the Palm- 
1e tree or Plantane. This Liquor is whitiſh like 
© white Whey, and ſo ſweet, that no other ſweet- | 
de neſs, if I may judge of it, can compare to it: 
il The newer it is, the more agreeable. In three 
or four days it begins to turn Sowre, and in 

ne ſeven or eight, tis as ſharp as the ſtrongeſt Vi- 
n. negar without changing its Colour. N 
be The Dates of the Plantane are bigger than 
ce. thoſe of the Palm-tree. Having abundance of bet- 
Ve Wl ter things to feed on, Fiſh and Fleſh, Fruits, &c. 
we left the Dates for the Turtles and other 
he Birds, particularly the Solitaries, of which we 
1; WW ſhall hereafter make mention. 
ſe. About the Cabbage of the Plantane, near 
nd the bottom of it, and between the Stalks of its 
he broad Leaves, is a ſort of Cotton of a Limon 
11. Colour, which all thro' India is known by the 
me name of Capoc. We made very good Quilts of 
nit. It may be Wove, and Manufactur'd for all 
<- the Uſes that Cotton is put to: Perhaps we 
nl might have thought of making a ſort of Stuff, 
soll both of the Capoc and the Fibers of our Plan- 
ach tne Leaves; but we had Stuff enough of our 
own to ſerve a long time, and the Air is fo 
mild, ſo ſweet, that we did not make much 
uſe of our Cloaths. Happy for us had we 
lav'd them ; for the time when the Perſecuti- | 
on of a New * given of God, whom we. ſhall * pjogaci- 

N | | ' ſpeak | 


* 2 


hn ithenl Rock, whither that wicked Man ba 


I this Iſland, which yield tolerable Fruits. Thoſe 


we left che Place, the Trees were four Foot 


I leave it to the Reader to gueſs how theſe 
Cocoes, ſome of which weigh'd five or fix 


is to the Windward, to the North-Eaſt of Ours 


fide, from whence we may conclude, there 
are certain Currents which contribute ver 
| mp together with the Wind and Tide, tc 
thr 


tis impoſſible for the Sun-Beams to pene 
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ſpeak of, expos'd us to a thouſand Miſeries q 


niſh'd us. 
There are ſeveral other kinds of Trees 1 


that bear a ſort of Pepper, are not a little like 
Plum-trees of a moderate ſize : Their Leave 
are much like that of the Jeſſamine; they beat 
their Fruit in little Bunches, and it did ver 
well in our Sauces. of . 
The Sea having thrown us up ſome Coco 
which began to bud, we planted ſome of that 
Fruit ſome Months after otr Arrival, and whe 


high. | 


Pound, can be thrown on the Coaſts of Rodrigo 
and come three or four ſcore Leagues by Se: 
without Corrupting. For we are very certait 
they come from the Iſle of Ste. Brande, whic 


and at leaſt as far off as J have ſaid. 
The Sea brings in nothing but from that 


abundance of things on the Coaſt. We 

may therefore ſuppoſe, theſe Fruits were blow 

off from the Iſle of Ste. Brande, very far inte 

Sea; and from thence brought to us by the 
ide and the Currents. | 

There's a wonderful fine Tree at Rodrig 

whoſe Branches are ſo round, and ſo thick 


trate thro it: Some of theſe Trees are ſo big 
that two or three hundred People may _ 
| g . unde 
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ider them, and be ſhclier'd from. the Sun or 


e Weather. 5 
The vaſt Extent of it is — chus, 
of the great Branches naturally tend 
Jownwards „ and reaching the Ground: take 
zogt, and become new Trunks themſelves, 
hich make a ſort of little Foreſt. 

The firſt time I ſaw this Tree, I remember 
had read in ſome Voyages, that they a1 
de wet with every where. in che Indies, and 
Continemt and Ifles of America. I Ho not 
hlokebere any of them in Evrope. Th 
platers have a ren Reſpees for them, and 


ommaenly: uild th s under them. - 
La Foulaye Goin rica - that this ſacred Tree 
calfd: Kaſta, and that the Indians ſay, tis 


herh'd' by the Saints; becauſe their God Pap 
liverts U wich playi ng upon the Flute, 
nder th "of its bread Leaves. | 

The famé Author add, that $o Man dares 
pull off one a thoſe Leaves for fear of dying 
vithin the year; and refeft his Reader to what 


Herodotus \ and». Duintus Curtius have ſaid on the 


ame Subject. Tavernier alſo ſpeaks of it, and tells 
5 the Perſians call it Lull, but that the Franks 

we giv'n-ic. the Name 'of the Banians Tree x 
decauſe the Penicents of the Faquors and Bani- 
u dreſs; their, Meat, and pay their Devotions 
inder tf Tree. Mr. de Rochefort calls it Pare- 


ays, its LeavE8are broad, thick and long, with- 


Put faying any thing of the Fruit : And the 


wo Voyagers before mention'd, tells us nothing 
cher of the Fruit or of the Leaves. 5 

The Rodri g. Raſtas (for I ought. to keep the 
Indian —ͤ— at leaſt in the Indies) bear Leaves 


* 


a hat 


Eaſtern 


whicr in his Natural Hiſtory of the Antilles, and . 


5 broad as one's Hand, pretty thick, and ſome- 


wh 
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what like that of a Lilach or a Heart in ſhape 
they are ſofter than Satin to touch. Thei 
Flower is white, and ſmells well: Their Fruit 
is red and round, and as big as a black Damask 
Plum. Their Skin is hard, and within it is 2 
thin Seed, a little like that of a Fig. The 


Fruit is not prejudicial to Health, but tis inj- 


of this Tree. 


We ſaw no four- footed Creatures, but Rats 


different ſorts. I have ſeen one that weighd 
one hundred pound, and had Fleſh enough 4 


| Fleſh is very wholſom, and taſts ſomething like 


pid. The Batts commonly feed upon it, and 
multitudes of them neſt in the tufted Branches 


. 
* 


The Wood of all the Trees in this Iſland, i; 
generally hard. We made this Obſervation in 
building our Cabbins: The Timber we us'd a- 
bout them, in a few Weeks after twas cut, 
wou'd be full of Worms, till to prevent that In- 
convenience, we let it lie three Weeks in the 


Sea, and then the Worm never came into it. 


There is a Tree we call the Naſy Tree, be- 
cauſe it ſtunk : Tis the beſt «Wood of all for 
Carpenters uſs, but 'twas of no Service to us; 
for it ſtinks ſo, that it makes all the Places a- 
bout it ſmell of it, and the Smell is very Ot- 
fenſive. = Ne 

We did not find in this Ifland any Plant, 
Tree, Shrub or Herb, which grows naturally 


in any part of Europe, that was known to us, 
except Purſlain, which is ſmall and green, 


There's plenty of it in ſome Places of the Val 
leys, and that which we ſow'd having brought 
ſome of the Seed from the Cape, came up ex: 
ectly like the Purſlain of the Iſland. 


Lizards and Land-Turtles, of which there are 


bout it, to feed a good number of Men. This 
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Mutton, but 'tis more Delicate: The Fat is 
extreamly white, and never Congeals nor ri- 
ſes in your Stomach, eat as much as you will 
of it. We all unanimouſly agreed, 'twas bet- 
ter than the beſt Butter in Europe. To anoint 
one's ſelf with this Oil, is an exce!lent Reme- 
dy for Surfeits, Colds, Cramps, and ſeveral o- 
ther Diftempers. The Liver of this Animal is 
extraordinarily delicate, tis ſo Delicious that 
one may ſay of it, it always carries its own 
Sauce with it, dreſs it how you will. . 
The Bones of theſe Turtles are Maſſy, I 
mean they have no Marrow in them. Every 
one knows, that theſe Animals in general are 
hatch'd of Eggs. The Land-Turtles lay theirs 
in the Sand, and cover them, that they may be 


hatch'd : The Scale of it, or rather the Shell, 


is ſoft, and the Subſtance within good to car. 
There are ſuch plenty of Land-Turtles in 
this Iſle, that ſometimes you ſee two or three 
thouſand of them in a Flock; ſo that one may 
go above a hundred Paces on their Backs; or, 
to ſpeak more properly on their Carapaces, with- 
out ſetting foot to the Ground. They meet 
together in the Evening in ſhady Places, and 
lie fo cloſe, that one wou'd think thoſe Places 
were pav'd with them. There's one thing ve- 
ry odd among them; they always place Sem 
tinels at ſome Diſtance from their Troop, at 
the four corners of their Camp, to -which the 
Sentinels turn their Backs, and look with the 


Eyes, as if they were on the Watch. This we 


have always obſerv'd of them; and this Myſte- 
22 the more difficult to be comprehended, 
or that theſe Creatures are uncapable to defend 


themſelves, or to fly. 
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We have alſo great plenty of Sea-Turtles 
here: Their Fleſh taſts like Beef, that of the 
Breaſt is admirable. The fat is 4s good as Veal 
Marrow, but being green, it has ſomething the 
Air of an Ointment, which at firſt renders it 
Nauſeous. This fat is not only delicate, but 
wholſom , and purges gently. The Tndi- 
ans make uſe of it as a Soveraign Remedy in 


the Venereal Diſeaſe. When we eat this Fat, 


(ſhall J cell it you) the Water we make is as 
green as a very fine Emerald. | 
The Sea-Turtles are prodigious big, we have 
ſeen ſome that weigh'd above goo Pound. When 
we wou'd take them, we turn'd them on their 
Backs by ſtrength of Arms, or with Leavers; 
and when they are overturn'd, tis impoſſible 
for them to get up again. They lay their Eggs 


in ſandy Places near the Sea, and always in the 


Night- time; they make a hole about three Foot 
deep, and a Foot broad for that purpoſe: The 


greateſt of them will lay near two hundred in 


leſs than two Hours. They cover them with 
Sand, and in ſix Weeks time the Sun hatches 
them: As ſoon as they are hatch'd, all theſe 
little Animals which are not ſo big as a Chicken, 
juſt coming out of the Shell, go directly to 
the Sea, do what you will to hinder them; 
they are generally hatch'd in an Hours time. 
We have often, to divert our ſelves, carry'd 
ſome of them 'a quarter of a League off on 
the Mountain, and as ſoon as we put them on 
the Ground, they immediately went directly 
to the Sea. They then go faſter than when 


they are grown bigger. 


The Fools, the Frigats, and ſeveral other 
Birds which lie in wait for them upon Trees, 


deſtroy abundance of them when they are ſo 
- young; 
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of FRANCIS Lecuar. 
young ; inſomuch, that hardly ten in a Hun- 
dred of them are ſav'd. Yer there are ſuch 
prodigious Numbers, that 'rwou'd have amaz'd 
one if we had not conſider'd, every Turtle lays 
two thouſand Eggs a year at times, that they 
have multiply'd thus from the beginning of the 
World, and perhaps have not met with any De- 
ſtroyers bur our ſelves. | 
Their Eggs are not quite ſo good to eat, as 
thoſe of the Land-Turtles, neither is their Fleſh 
ſo Delicate. They are of the ſameſhape, and 
the white both of the one and the other cannot 
without a great deal of difficulty be chang'd ; 
but in length of time it changes ſo entirely, 
that 1t turns quite yellow. The Liver of the 
dea-Turtle hath nor at all the Taſt of that of 
the Land; beſides, tis very unwholſome , it 

{ſmells offenſive like bad Oil: Tis Rank, and 
nes in the Stomach a good while after it is 
eaten. | | 
Theſe Animals feed upon Weeds at the bot- 
om of the Sea, and never come a- ſhoar but to 
Lay. And I muſt obſerve here en paſſant, that 
fore that time they couple for nine days to- 
gether without Dis junction. 

Their Fat remains Liquid when tis melted, 
and taſts Admirably, as well as that of the 
Land-Turtles. It may be made uſe of in all 
orts of Sauces, either for Fleſh or Fiſh. 

The Turtle is a dull, heavy fort of a Crea- 
ure. It can live without eating a whole Month, 
rovide d *tis diſcharg'd of the burthen of its 
ggs, and you water it from time to time with 
ome Pails of Sea-Water. | 
The Lamentins, which other Nations call 
anati, that is, having Hands, abound in the 
ea about this Iſle, appearing often in nume, 
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rous Troops. Its Head is extreamly like that 


of a Hog, whatever is ſaid in Mr. Corneille; 


Dictionary of Arts and Sciences ; for in the Arti- 
cle of this Fiſh, of the difterence of Palm- 


Trees, and ſeveral other things that have fallen 


within my Knowledge; he is apt to erre fre- 
quently and groſly, as is the leaſt imperfect 
Dictionary that ever was. He borrows the 


Heads of an Ox, of a Mole, of a Horſe anda 


Hog, to Compoſe that of a Lamentin ; and 
in this caſe falls into the ſame Confuſion, 
which happens to all that undertake to de- 
ſcribe things they never ſaw, and have no di- 
ſtinct Idæa of. As for my ſelf, I have ſeen, 
and carefully and nearly examin'd ſeveral ; 
wherefore I ſay again, that not only I, but my 
Companions alſo found the Head of a Lamen- 
tin was altogether very like that of a Hog, ex- 
cepting that its Snout was not ſo ſharp. 

The greateſt of them are about twenty Foot 


long, and have no other Fins but the Tail and 


two Paws. The Body is pretty big down to 
the middle, and a little below it, the Tail has 
this in Particular with the Whales ; that its 
breadth is Horizontal, when the Animal lies on 
its Belly. The Blood of this Creature is hot 


its Skin is black, very rough and hard, with 


ſome Hairs, but ſo few, they are ſcarce per 
ceiveable. Its Eyes ar2 ſmall, and it has twe 
holes which it opens and ſhuts, and for thi 
reaſon may be call'd Gills and its Ears. Be 
cauſe it often draws in its Tongue, which 1 
not very great, ſeveral have aſſurd me it hi 
none. It has Hind-Teeth, and even Tusks lk 
a Boars, but ho Fore-Teeth : Its Jaws are hat 
enough to bite Graſs, its Fleſh is excellent 
and taſts ſomething like the beit Veal: Tis - 


ty wholſom Meat. 


falling 
one W 
main 
four h. 
at the 
from b 
handle 
a Rop' 
Ve ne 
we COU 
might 
Fleſh 1 
Thei 
that ev 
any th; 
mal die 
We diſc 
cheſe S 


of Francis Lecuar. 69 

The Female has Tets like Women's : Some 9 
at W ſay it brings forth two young ones at a time, 
les and gives them Milk together, carrying them 
ti- both at its Breaſt with its two things like Hands: 
m- But ſince I have never ſeen it hold but one, 1 
en encline to believe it bears no more at once. 
re. I never ſaw this extraordinary Nurfe, with- 
ect out remembring with double Reaſon my own 
the Condition, that of an Exile, and that Pa age of 
da che Prophet Jeremy, in his Lamentations, where 
nd he there Complains thus. Even the Sea-Monſters Chap. IV. 
N,l draw out the Breaſt, they give ſuck to their ung 
de- ones ; the Daughter of my People is become cruel like 
di- the Oftriches in the Wilderneſs. 2 
en, This Fiſh is very eafily taken, it feeds in 
al; Herds like Sheep, about three or four foot un- 
my der Water; and when we came among them 
en-W did not fly; ſo that we might take which we 
ei-© wou'd of them, by either Shooting them, or 
falling upon them two or three at a time upon 
one without Arms, and pulling it a-ſhoar by 
main force. We ſometimes found three or 
four hundred together feeding on the Weeds 
at the bottom of the Water, and they are ſo far 
from being Wild, that they wou'd often let us 
handle them to feel which was fatteſt. We pur 
a Rope about its Tail, and ſo hale it a-ſhoar. 
We never took the greateſt of them, becauſe 
we cou'd not maſter them ſo age and they 
might perhaps have maſter'd us: Beſides, their 
Fleſh is not ſo Delicate as that of the little ones. 
Their Lard is firm and excellent, no Body 
that ever ſaw and taſted the Fleſh, took it for 
any thing but Butchers Meat. This poor Ani- 5 
mal dies as ſoon as it has loſt a little Blood. 
We diſcover'd that they were to be met with in 
cheſe Seas, by finding one dead on the Shoar 
„ | : ſome 
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ſome Months after our Arrival on the Ifland, 
We did not obſerve that this Creature ever came 


to Land: We imagin'd it might be thrown 


there, for I do not take it to be Amphibi- 
ous. | 

We found ſeveral other forts of Fiſh, and all 
different from thoſe of Europe, except Oyſters 
and Eels. 8 „„ 

We eaſily caught Sea-Eels with a Line, as 
well as Freſh-Wacer. Between the Shelves and 
the dry Land, thereare certain ſpaces of Ground 
which are cover'd when the Tide is in, and dry 
when 'tis out. In this Extent there are Ditches 
or ſorts of Reſervatories, which the Sea has 


dug, and which remain always full of Water, 


and alſo full of Fiſh. Tis there that we fiſh'd 
with Eaſe and Pleaſure ; for the Water being 
very clear, we cou'd ſee the Fiſh catch greedi- 
ly after the Bait; and ſometimes there wou'd 
be a kind of Battel about it, who ſhou'd bite 
firſt ; inſomuch that we might catch abundance 


in a very little time. | 
The fiſhing with a Net is not leſs Diverting, 
for we had the pleaſure of taking a great num- 
ber of Fiſh, whoſe Variety was very agreca- 
ble. 5 
About a thouſand Paces from our Lodges 
there was a Creek, which was full of Sea-Wa- 
ter, and at its entrance we caſt our Net; ſo 
that when the Sea went out, abundance of Fiſh 
remain'd dry, and we took up what we pleas d, 
letting the reſt go, as long as there was Water 
enough to carry them. 3M 
We had alſo another Creek on the other ſide 
of our Cabbins, and full of Oyſters, ſticking 
to the Rock. We went often to Breakfaſt there, 
and brought ſome home, with which we made 
an 
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of FRANCIS LEGUar. 


an excellent Ragout with Palm-Tree-Cabbages 


and Turtles fat. Of all the Birds in the Iſland, 
the moſt Remarkable is that which goes by the 
Name of the Solitary, becauſe tis very ſeldom 
ſeen in Company, tho' there are abundance of 
them. The Feathers of the Males are of a 
brown, grey Colour : The Feet and Beak are 
like a Turkeys, but q little more crooked. They 
have ſcarce any Tail, but their Hind-part co- 
ver d with Feathers is Roundiſn, like the Crup- 
per of a Horſe, they are taller than Turkeys. 
Their Neck is ſtraight, and a little longer in 
proportion than a Turkeys, when it lifts up his 


Head. Its Eye is black and lively, and its Head 
without Comb or Cop. They never fly, their 
Wings are too little to ſupport the weight of 


their Badies; they ſerve. only to beat them- 
ſelves, and flutter when they call one another. 
They will whirl about for twenty or thirty 
times together on the ſame fide, during the 
ſpace of four or five Minutes: The Motions of 


their Wings makes then a noiſe very like that 


of a Rattle; and one may hear it two hundred 
Paces off. The Bone of their Wing grows grea- 
ter towards the Extremity, and forms a little 
round Maſs under the Feathers, as big as a 
Musket Ball: That and its Beak are the chief De- 
ſence of this Bird. "Tis very hard to catch it 
in the Woods, but eaſie in open Places, be- 
cauſe we run faſter than they, and ſometimes 
we approach them without much Trouble. From 


aft admirably well, eſpecially while they are 
young, ſome of the Males weigh forty five 
Pound. | | 
The Femals are wonderfully beautiful, ſome 
air, ſome brown; I call them fair, becauſe 

2p "= = | they 


March to September they are extreamly fat, and 
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Breaſts, which is of a dun Colour. 


_ Feaks. 


A 


% 


The Voyage and Adventures 


they are of the colour of fair Hair: They have 


a ſore of Peak like a. Widow's upon their 
olour. No one 
Feather is ſtragling from the other all over 
their Bodies, they being very careful to adjuſt 
thefnſelves, and make them all even with their 
; The Feathers on their Thighs are 
round like ſhells at the end, and being there 
very thick, have an àgreeable effect: They 
have two Riſings on their Craws, and the Fea- 
chers ure whiter there than the reſt , which 
livelily Repreſents the fine Neck of a Beauti- 
ful Woman. They walk with ſo much Stateli- 


neſs and good Grace, that one cannot help 


admiring and Joving them; by which means 
their fine Mein often faves their Lives. | 
Tho' theſe Birds will ſomerimes very famili- 


arly come up near enough to one, when we 


do not run after them, yet they will never 
grow Tame : As ſoon as they are caught they 
ſhed Tears without Crying, and refuſe all man- 
ner of Suſtenance till they die. | 

We find in the Gizards of both Male and Fe- 
male a hrown Stone, of the bigneſs of a Hens 
Egg, tis ſomewhat rough, flat on one fide; 
and round on the other, heavy and hard. We 
believe this Stone was there when they were 
batch'd, for let them be never ſo young, you 


meet with it always. They have never but 


one of em, and beſides, the Paſſage from the 
Craw to the Gizard is fo narrow, that a like 
Maſs of half the bigneſs cou'd not paſs. It 
ferv'd to wher our Knives, better than any o- 
ther Stone whatlogver. | | 

When theſe Birds build their Neſts, they 
chooſe a clean Place, gather together ſome 
Palm- Leaves for that purpoſe, and heap them 
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" up a foot and a half high from the Ground, 
ir on which. they fit. They never lay but one 
ie gg, which is much bigger than that of a 


er ME Gooſe. The Male and Female both cover it 


ft in their turns, and the young is not hatch'd till 
ir Nat feven Weeks end: All the while they are 
re I ſitting upon it, or are bringing up their young 
re one, which is not able to provide for its ſelf 


ey in ſeveral Months, they will not ſuffer any o- 
2- cher Bird of their Species to come within two 
ch hundred yards round of the Place: But what 


ti- Mis very ſingular, is, The Males will never drive 


1i- away the Females, only when he perceives one 
ip Ile makes a noiſe with his Wings to call the 
ins Female, and ſhe drives the unwelcome Stran- 
N eer away, not leaving it till tis without her 
ili- Mounds. The Female do's the ſame as to the 
we Males, whom ſhe leaves to the-Male, and he 
ver Naives them away. We have obſerv'd this ſeve- 
1ey ral times, and I affirm it to be true. 


* 


an- The Combats between them on this ocknſt- 
on laſts ſometimes pretty long, becauſe the 


Fe- ftranger only turns about, and do's not fly 
ens directly from the Neſt: However, the others 
ide, Ndo not. for ſake it, till they have quite driv'n it 
out of their Limits. After theſe Birds have 
nis d their young One, and left it to its ſelf, 


you they are always together, which the other Birds 
but happen to mingle with 


Ire not, and tho' they 

other Birds of the "SE Species, theſe two 
ike Companions never diſunite. We have often 
emark d, that ſome days after the young one 
leaves the Neſt, a Company of thirty or forty 
brings another young one to it; and the new 
ſedg d Bird with its Father and Mother joyning 
ith the Band, march to ſome bye Place. 


after- 


\ 


ie frequently follow'd chew, and found chat 
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afterwards the old ones went each their way 
alone, or in Couples, and left the two young 
ones together, which we call'd a Marriage. 
This Particularity has ſomething in it which 
looks a little Fabulous, nevertheleſs, what ] 
ſay is ſincere Truth, and what I have more than 
once obſerv'd with Care and Pleaſure ; nei- 
ther cou'd I forbear to entertain my Mind with 
ſeveral Reflections on this Occaſion. I ſent 
Mankind to learn of the Beaſts. I commended 
my Solitaries for marrying young (a piece of 
Wiſdom pradtis'd by our Fews) for ſatisfying 
Nature in a proper time; and when ſhe wants 
to be ſatisfy'd according to the ſtate of the 


| fame Nature, and conformable to the intention 


of the Creator. I admir'd the Happineſs of 
theſe innocent and faithful Pairs, who liv'd fo 
peaceably in conſtant Love: I ſaid to my ſelf, 


if our Pride and Extravagance were reſtrain, 
if Men were or had been as wiſe as theſe Birds, 


to fay all at once, they wou'd marry as theſe 


Birds do, without any other Pomp or Cere- 


mony, without Contracts or Jointures, without 
Portions or Settlements, without ſubjection to 
any Laws, and without any Offence, with 
which Nature wou'd be mott pleas'd, and the 
Common-Wealth moſt benefited ; for Divine 
and Human Laws, are only Precautions againſt 
the Diſorders of Mankind. Know, kind Reader, 
that my chief Employment in this Deſart Iſland 
was thinking, and ſuffer me therefore ſome- 
times to ſpeak my Thoughts. I have already 
giv'n you notice, that you were not to expect a 
Diſſertation on the Antiquity of Greek Accents, 
nor on Manuſcripts of our Eden, nor on the 
Medals found there, any more than Deſcrip- 
tions of its Amphitheaters, Palaces and Tem = 
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a Our Wood-hens are fat all the year round, 
ing and of a moſt delicate Taſt : Their Colour is 
| always of a bright Gray, and there's very lit- 
ich Wl de difference in the Plumage between the two 
© I WW Sexes. They hide their Neſts ſo well, that we 
"an WW cou'd not find em out, and conſequently did 
le- not taſt their Eggs. They have a red Liſt a- 
1th bout their Eyes, their Beaks are ſtraight and 
ent pointed, near two Inches long, and red allo : 
ded They cannot fly, their fat makes em too hea- 
of vy for it. If you offer them any thing that's 
ing Wl red, they are ſo angry they will fly at you to 
ns ¶ catch it out of your Hand, and in the heat of 
the the Combat, we had an opportunity to take 
300 them with eaſe. We had abundance of Bit- 
of terns, as big and as good as Capons, they are 
| lo I more familiar, and more eaſily to be caught 
elf, than Wood-hens. 
nd, The Pigeons here are ſomewhat leſs than 
rds, Nours, and all of a Slate colour, fat and good. 
nels They pearch and build their Neſts upon Trees; 
ere- they are eaſily taken, being ſo Tame, that we 
1Ut have had fifty about our Table ta pick up the 
n to ¶Melon-Seeds which we threw them, and they 
with Hik'd mightily. We took them when we pleas'd, 
the and ty'd little Rags to their Thighs of ſeveral 
Vine Colours, that we might know them again if 
ve let them looſe. They never mifs'd attending 
us at our Meals, and we call'd them our Chick- 
ens. They never built their Neſts in the Iſle, 
but in the little Jets that are near it. We 
ſuppos'd *twas to avoid the perſecution of the 
Rats, of which there are vaſt Numbers in this 
land, as I ſhall report in the Sequel of this Re- 
ation: The Rats never pals into the Iſlets. The 
Fools, the Frigats, and perhaps ſome other Sea- 
: birds who live upon Fiſh only, build their Neſts 

| on 
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on Trees; but there are ſome other Birds that 


ſit on the Land, in the fame Iſles where the Pi- 
geons neſt. All theſe Birds have a rank Taſte, 


which is not agreeable ; to make amends their 


Eggs are very good. The Fools come ev'ry 
Night, and Rooſt in the Iſland; and the Fri 


gats which are larger, and ſo call'd, becauſe they 


are light, and admirable Sailers, lie in wait 
for them on the top of the Trees, from whence 
they flounce down upon them like Falcons on 
their Prey, not to kill them, but make them 


bring up the Fiſh that is in their Craw, which 
the Fool as foon as it is thus ſtruck, is forc'd 
to do. The Frigat catches it always before it 


comes to the Ground : Fhe Fool cries, and 
ſometimes is very unwilling. to part with its 
Prog, but the Frigat who is a bolder and ſtron- 
ger Bird, laughs at its Cries, mounts into the 
Air, and down he flounces again upon it, fei- 


zes upon the Throat, and do's ſo till he has 


compell'd it to obey. 
The Frigat is blackiſh, and about the bignels 
of a Duck. Its Wings are very large, tis a ſort 


of Bird of Prey; for it has Talons, and its 


Beak which is above halt a Foot long, is a lit- 
tle crooked at the end. The old ones of the 
Males, have a kind of red Fleſh like a Comb 
under its Neck, as our Cocks have. The Fo: 


are ſo call'd, becauſe they inconſiderately come 
about Ships, Perch on the Ropes, and inno- 
_ cently ſuffer themſelves to be eaſily taken. Their 


Simplicity is {6 great, that they judge of o- 
thers by themſelves, and do not take Men to 
be Miichievous Creatures. Their Backs are of 
a Cheſnut Colour, their Bellies whiciſh, their 
Beaks ſharp, four Inches long, and big towards 
the Head, a little indented at the edges, 7 
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Legs are ſhort, their Feet like thoſe of a Duck, 
and of a pale Yellow. Ns 

There's another ſort of Bird as big as a Pi- 
geon all over white, its Beak is ſhort and ſtrong, 
it has a Feather at its Tail a Foot and a half 
long, from whence it takes its Name, being 
call'd Straw-Tail, Theſe Birds made a plea- 


fant War upon us, or rather upon our Bonnets; 


they often came behind us, and caught em off 
our Heads before we were aware of it : This 
they did ſo frequently, that we were forc'd 
to carry Sticks in our Hands to defend our 


ſelves. We prevented them ſometimes, when 


we diſcover'd them by their ſhadow before 
us; we then ſtruck them in the Moment 
they were about to ſtrike us: We cou'd never 


find out of what uſe the Bonnets were to 


them, nor what they did with thoſe they took 
from us. 
I ſhall ſpeak of the Pluto and the Tag in 


Maurice Iſland: There's but one fort of fmall_ 
Birds at Rodrigo, they are not much unlike - 
Canary Birds ; we never heard them fing, tho' 


they are ſo familiar, that they will place them- 
ſelves on a Book which you hold in your 
Hand. | 

There are abundance of green and blew 


Parrets, they are of a midling and equal big- 


nefs ; when they are young, their Fleſh is as 


good as that of young Pigeons. 


There are Purrs and a few Swallows. 

The Batts fly there by Day as well as o- 
ther Birds ; they are as big as a good Hen, and 
each Wing 1s near two Foot long : They ne- 
ver Perch, but hang by their Feet to the 
Boughs of Trees, with their Head downwards, 


and their Wings being ſupply'd with ſeveral 


Hooks, 


enough in holes on the Rocks upon our Coalts, 
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Hooks, they do not eaſily fall tho* they are 


ſtruck. When you ſee them at a Diſtance, 


hanging thus wrapt up in their Wings, you 
wou'd take them rather for Fruit than Birds; 
The Dutch whom I knew at Maurice Iſland, 
made a rare Diſh with them, and preferr'd it 
to the moſt Delicate Wild-Fowl. Every Man 
has his Taſt: As for us, we found ſomething 


in theſe Batts that we did not like, and having 
a great many things that were much better, 


at leaſt in oyr Opinion, we never eat any of 
theſe filthy Creatures. They carry their young 
about with them: We obſerv'd they had always 
two. + 

The Palmtrees and Plantanes are always loa- 


 denwith Lizards about a Foot long, the Beauty 


of which is very Extraordinary ; ſome of them 
are blue, ſome black, ſome green, ſome red, 
ſome grey, and the colour of each the mot 
lively and bright of any of its kind. Their 
common Food is the Fruit 'of the Palm-Trees, 


They are not Miſchievous, and ſo Tame, that 
they often come and eat the Melons on our 
Tables, and in our Preſence, and even in our 


Hands; they ſerve for Prey to ſome Birds, eſ- 
pecially the Bitterns. When we beat em down 
from the Trees with a Pole, theſe Birds wou'd 
come and deyour them before us, tho' we did 
our utmoſt to hinder them; and when we of- 
fer'd to oppoſe them, they came on ſtill after 
their Prey, and {till follow'd us when we en- 
deavour'd to defend them. | 


There's another ſort of Nocturnal Lizards of 
a grayiſh Colour, and very ugly, they are as 


big and as long as ones Arm, their Fleſh 1s not 
very bad, they love Plantanes. We found Salt 


and 
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and had the Ifland been full of Inhabitants, 
they might have been ſupply'd there. The 
”, I Waves throw up the Sea-warer in their Agita- 
du Wl tion, and the Sun, that admirable Workman 
J of all the Metamorphoſes of Nature, turns it 

into Salt. The Sea brings yellow Amber and 
Ambergreece : We found a great piece of the 
latter, which we did not, know, and which 
"> WW prov'd the cauſe of all the Misfortunes that 
"5 Wl happen'd to us afterwards, as will be related in 
> the ſequel of this Hiſtory. We found alſo a- 
bundance of a fort of black Bitumen, to 
5 which we gave the name of Amber, but I be- 
leve tis properly Jet. 

There's a certain admirable Flower in this 
o Wiland, which I ſhou'd prefer to Spaniſh Jeſſa- 
mine, 'tis as white as a Lily, and ſhap'd ſome | 
think like common Jeſſamine. It grows parti- 
cularly out of the Trunks of rotten Trees , 
when they are almoſt reduc'd to the Subſtance 
of Mould. The Odour of this Flower, ſtrikes 
ne agreeably at a hundred Paces diſtance. 

The Air of this Iſle will not ſuffer Lice or 
Fleas, as one may be aſſur d by Experience af- = 
er ſuch a Voyage as ours. Neither were we if 


q — — AA 
— 


el. Nwubled by any ſtinging Flies, nor other In- 
at ets that are ſo troubleſom in the Night, or 
4 F ther ſo intolerable, in other Places. 
of. In thoſe little Iſlands before-mention'd where 
free Ne Pigeons build, there are an infinite num- 
iter Wer of Sea-Fowl ; their Fleſh not pleaſant to 
em ie Taſte, nor very wholeſom, but their Eggs 
s of Ne. very good. There's ſuch abundance of 
eſe Birds, that when they riſe, the Sky is even 
ve - arken'd by them. | | 
Salt They hatch on the Sand, and ſo near one 
afts, other that they touch, tho'of different Kinds. 


Theſe - 
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Troubleſem. Their Bellies are full of Won 


Theſe poor Creatures are ſo Tame, and ſo lit. wh. 
tle Diffident, that they will not riſe tho” you let 
are almoſt upon them. They lay three timesa ſj Pro 
year, and but one Egg at a time, like the So. leav 
taries; Which is the more Remarkable, for tha: ¶ up ii 
if I am not Miſtaken, we have no Example off to 
any thing like it among our European Birds. I ter 
ſhall add one very particular thing which I of t 
obſerv'd in ſome of theſe Birds in Maurice Iſland, MW have 
when I-come to treat of chat Iſle. | thoſe 
Thus baye I related the moſt conſiderable we n 
Obſervations we made in and about the Iſland but v 
of Rodrigo. I muſt now, to give the Readerafſſ Tt 
true Idæa of the Place, take notice of the diſi like 1 
greeable and inconvenient things in it: I ſhall very 
begin with what we firſt ſaw. As ſoon as * Th 
Landed, we were ſurrounded by a prodigio} but c 
Number of certain little Flies which cover du thing 
*TI'was in Vain to kill them, for after you had] wheth 
þruis'd ten Thouſand of them to pieces, the when 
wou'd be no more miſt, than ten drops of Wa mericay 
ter in the Sea: "Tis true, .thele little Creature for T 


did not Sting, all the Inconvenience they pi agers, 
us to, Was A little tickling when they touch in Def 
our Faces. They: retire to the Trees. as ſoon ¶ poſſible 
the Sun is down,, and leave them when been 
Riſes. They always leek ſhelter, and the mil Philoſo 


Cooling Breeze; and after we had fell'd tf good : 


Trees about the Place where we built our other 
bins, it expas'd them ſo much to the Winq; times b. 
that it drove em to the Woods, and deliver forth b 


all the extent of our Habitations entirely fro tis the 


iter of 
ſhow'd-1 
where 1 

Wher 
are naty 


them: But we met with them every -whe 
when we walkt out into the Iſland. 

There's alſo a kind of great Flies which d 
not fear the Wind as the others do, and are vel 


WII 


> | b 
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which chey lay on our Meat, and ſometimes 
let em fall as they fly along, ſo that thoſe A 
Proviſions ' quickly tainted, when, inſtead of 2 
leaving them open to the Air, we wrapt them | | 
up in Linen. The only means we found out ö 
to cure this Evil, was to dip them in Sea-Wa- [i 
ter from time to time. The Nerves or Fibres - | 
of the Stalks of our Plantane-Leaves, wou'd | 
have made an excellent fine Trellis which 7 
thoſe Flies cou'd not Penetrate, and with which 
we might have made a Safe to ſecure our Meat, 1 
but we did. not think of that Machine. 
The Rats were our ſecond Plague, they are 3 
like thoſe in Europe, are very Numerous, and —— 
very Troubleſome. Ig 6 
They did not only eat the Seed we fow'd, | 
but came into our Cabbins, and nibbled every Il 
thing they found there, I am apt to doubt | 
whether Mr. de Rochefort was well inform'd, | 
when he wrote there were no Rats in the A- | 
merican Iſlands, before our Diſcoveries there; | 
for I have often found in the Relation of Voy- 
agers, that they met with prodigious quantities 
in Deſert and unknown Iſlands. It's not im- 
poſſible that ſome Ship might have touch'd, or 
een caſt away there; but let our Modern 
Philoſophers ſay what they will, I have very 
good reaſon to believe, that Rats as well as 
other kind of Vermin are engender'd ſome- 
times by Corruption, tho' they are alſo brought 
forth by the common way of Generation: If | 
tis the good pleaſure of God, the Great Ma- - 
| 
| 


iter of the Univerſe, that it ſhou'd be ſo, what 
ſhou'd- hinder Rats being found in thoſe Iſlands 
ch oF where never any Veſſel was? 

e ve Whereas the Americans have Adders which 
orm are naturally bent to exterminate this Villa- ] 
wi ph | 3 nous | 
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nous Race, as alſo Cats and Dogs that are 


taught to make War upon them: We had no- 
thing to aſſiſt us but Owls and Traps. We 
ſoon baniſh'd them from our Quarters, by the 
help of the latter ; however we muſt own, 
that a new Multitude ſometimes return'd, and 


found us new Work to clear them. The moſi 


iready and ſure way of getting rid of great 
Numbers of them, wou'd be to lay poyſon'd 
Meat for them: The Iſland not being very big, 
this wou'd ſoon have a very good Effect; and 
nothing cou'd come of it that we needed appre- 
hend, if it happen'd before the Iſle was well 
1 | BY 
The ſeveral Inconveniences occafion'd by 
theſe Animals when they come thus by Ar- 
mies, render Credible what is ſaid of that young 
| Engliſh Adventurer (Richard Wittington, in the 
year 1397.) who made his Fortune by a Cat 
which he carry'd out of his Country by chance, 
and which he preſented to a Lord in fome 
Iſland in the dies. This little Prince charmed 
with the Cats admirable Hunting, liberally 
Rewarded him who brought it; and who ha- 
ving ſet a high Price upon it, return'd Rich 
to London, and became Lord Mayor. He is 
often to be ſeen painted with his Cat in his 
_ Mayors Habit, and ſerves for one of the Sign: 
in that City. 1 r 
The Land-Crabs were our next Enemies: 
Tis impoſſible to deſtroy them, there's ſuch 
a prodigious quantity of them in the low 
Grounds, and tis very difficult to get them 
out of their Holes. Their Burroughs are ve- 
ry broad, and have ſeveral Entrances: They 
never go ſar from them, ſtanding always upo 
their Guard. . > 
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and Night, and if we ſhut up the Plants in a 
ſort of a Cage, in hopes of faving them ; if 
they were not far off, they wou'd dig under 
Ground from their Burroughs to the Plants, 
and tear them up under the Cage. The back 
Scale or Shell of this Crab is of a dirty Ruſſet 
Colour is almoft round, and about four Inches 
Diameter. They march directly with eight 
laws or Paws, about four Inches from the 
round, and have two that are indented 
f an unequal Bigneſs, as we know all ſorts of 


bigger and ſtronger than the reſt. You can- 
ot ſee the Mouth of one of them when it 
goes along, becauſe it is downwards, but its 
Eyes are much like thoſe of the Crabs in France 
ind England, are a good Inch one above ano- 
her on the Brink, and without the Shell. 


nc When one approaches it, it preſently retires ; 
wry hut when we throw Stones after it, *twill al- 
= ays run after the Stones, by which it is eaſily 
: 15 ruck: Tis dangerous venturing to be pinch'd. 
dich y it. This Animal often cleans its Hole, and 


ter having made a little heap of the Ordures 
t finds there, it carries them. out by prefling 


os often, and with ſo much nimbleneſs, that 


Flesh is pretty good, and taſts ſomething like 
wver-Crabs. ©. | | 
A little before and after the Full-Moons in 
july and Auguſt, theſe Crabs march by Milli- 


e never met with one but what was laden 
upon Eggs: We might then have deſtroy'd 
They * quantities of them with eaſe, for they ge 

8 G2 +13 


They tore up our Plants in our Gardens day 


rabs have, the Right Claw or Paw being 


hem againſt. its Belly with its Claws: This it 


t ſoon removes what is Troubleſom to it. Its 


"Wis, from all parts of the ifland to the Sea. 
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in prodigious Troops, and being far from thei 


dens, as in Hills far from the Rivers where th 


at leaſt as Diffident as Rich, was pleaſant] The 7 


if he went at any time a little way from | 


of; but as cunning as he was, he found o 


by a Thief he did not think of, I mean, ſo 


and ſcareh'd tor ſomething with great App 
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Burroughs, have no place of Retreat. We har 
ſometimes kill d above three Thouſand in: 
Evening with Sticks, yet we cou'd not percein 
the next Day, that their Number was at al 
Diminith'd. The Second year of our abode 


this Ile, we thought of a way to rid our ſe was f. 
of them, in ſome meaſure ; which was, Mv: - 
Sowing abundance of Seed in the places wherfſſl;, wi 
they moſt Inhabiced ; char finding Occupaiſſſ;, it. 
on enough at Home, they might ſave our Planie b 
which if they had time to grow to any bigneliſſ The 
were out of Danger. Tins helpt us. a little Land, 


and we were ſo cautious as to SOW thoſe Plan The; 
Which we were willing to Cultivate, in Pla brm'd 


they did not frequent, as well in our G2 inilles, 


poke 
bottom was Rock. | ween t 

One of our Companions who at all venturf;,,... c 
had brought two great Cheſts of . Merchaſh. Sea 


diſe with him, which were in demand in Inde, ane 


and alſo a good quantity of Louis 4'ors, but um cle. 
caught by one of theſe little Beaſts. His Mich ey 


ſtoles were in ſeveral Purſes ; and we obſervY,,, a” 


| Enen 
his fur 
feather 
reateſt 

en ſay 
boots in 


N, rer-whe 
Crab or Rat that took away one of his Pg lo, 


ſes from him; which. being of Leather, ming 
no doubt very agreeable to the Robbers Ta; n ch 
The next Day we perceiv'd he was Chagi_.. it ſe 


Cabbin, he took them along with him. 
never fail d to hide them every Night be fore 
went to Bed, in the ſafeſt place he cou'd thin 


that was as cunning as he, and was bubbl 


catio 
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cation; we preſt him to tell what he had loſt, 
 theW.nd at laſt thro Importunity, or hoping we 
ha wou'd help him in finding it, he told us the 
in whole truth of the Matter. Tho' we cou'd 
rcenror forbear Laughing a little, we however 
at rent about with him to ſeek it, but all our 


ode i ſeeking ſignify d nothing, and the Perfon Rob'd- 
was fore'd to comfort himſelf fof the Robbe- 


: Tis true, he ever after made War upon 
he whole Nation of Crabs, and we afliſted him 


PlaniWome blows after he was dead. To 
The Sea-Crabs are much better than the 
Land, and the Fleſh eaſier to Digeſt. - 
Plan There's alſo another ſort which I am in- 
Worm'd goes by the Name of Tourlouroux in the 


poke of, but ſomewhat leſs ; They dwel! be- 
ween the Sea and the Land like true Amphi- 


nu Wious Creatures, as they are; inſomuch that 


le Sea twice a Day fills their Holes with Wa- 
Hafer, and they are continually at work to keep 
ut Wem clean. g JEL 
alan The Hurricanes which we were terrify d 
His ich every year, in thu Month of January or 
wruary, as I= p 

| Enemy. We felt its rude Attacks twice: 


lis furious Wind riſes commonly after fair 
fore feather, and even after a great Calm; and its 
＋ reateſt Violence laſts at leaſt an Hour. We 
1d 0 | 


Jen ſaw ſeveral huge Trees torn up by the 
Woots in a Moment, and our Cabbins utterly 
rer-whelm'd. The Sea Raging and Foaming 
dar d fo, that it frighted us; and lifring up its 
aming Waves like Mountains, daſh'd em a- 
anſt the Coaſts with ſo much Impetuoſity, 
at it ſeem'd as if Nature was in ſuch Con- 


in it. He never kill'd one without giving him 


intiles, and are very like the firſt Crabs I 


ave already noted, is alſo a dread- 
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vulſions, As wou'd ſoon reduce her to her Ori. Tre 
ginal Chaos. Heaven and Earth mingled x = 


thick Darkneſs involv'd the Sky, andthe Cloud 
breaking diſcharg'd a Deluge of Rain, like that Dell 
which imtnerg'd the firſt World. Our fair and The 


fruicful Valleys were immediately drown'd, ſl x 
and look'd like a new Ocean: The Torrent * 
overwhelm'd every thing that lay in its way; rate 

( 


and I believe if this Violence had laſted three ñ 
Hours, there was not a Tree in the Iſland that In 


eat up our Melons, not leaving a Leaf on ti 
0 55 | Tree 


cou'd have reſiſted it. The Beaſts by a natu- Pon 

ral Inſtinct of Gracious and Wiſe Providence, not 

foreſaw theſe Storms before they happen'd, and beca 

lav d themſelves in the Cavities of the Mour ſi 1. 

rains ; but the next Day they appear'd abroad iy C: 

-as before, for the Weather return'd to be 2 like £ 

fair and clear as ever. The laſt Hurricane . 

we felt at Rodrigo, was much more terrible when 

than the firſt : In the midſt of its greateſt Fi- 1 

ry, there was a ſudden and ſons Calm, no of Sh 

the leaſt Noiſe was heard, and we believ'dall wa 2s 

over, wheh immediately the Storm return'd wit when 

more Violence than ever. It entirely deſtroy Marrs 

| all our Gardens; for the force of the Wind rais( [ hay 
l up the Waters of the Sea, and blew about ev: Dogs 

ö where a deluge of Salt Water that burnt up 0 after 

0 kill d all our Plants. But it doing no hurt to the Shar ks 
| Soil at bottom, as ſoon as we got out of th de 
13 Holes of the Rocks to which we fled, we ſow! thing. 

| more Plants, and they came up as before. ther tl 

1 In fine, The fourth and laſt Enemy we hat 8 

6 to Combat with, were little green Caterpi theſe 

1 lars, which always come after a Hurricane The R 

| and are certainly one of its ſecret Production to Ame 
Theſe Inſects troubled us very much, from ti * ** 

Month of February, to that of April; for the — 4 
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Trees. Experience taught us the way to pre- 
vent it, which was by covering em all Night, 
and uncovering them in the Morning: Glaſs 
Bells wou'd have been a good Buckler for them. 
Theſe Vermin did not touch our Succory, nor 
our Purſlain; and we may therefore reaſo- 
nably conclude, that there are ſeveral ſorts 
of other Herbs and Plants which they will not 
meddle with, as not being to their Guſt. 

In ſome Places we met with little Scor- 
pions, eſpecially on the Plantanes 5 but we did 
not find that they were any way dangerous, 
becauſe we were ſeveral times ſtung by them, 
without any Inconvenience afterwards, It on- 
ly caus'd a little Pain for a Moment or two, 
like the prick of a Pin. - | 

When we bath'd our ſelves in the Sea, or 
when we were oblig'd.to walk in our Fiſhing, 
we were often ſurrounded with a great Troop 
of Sharks, among which ſome were very great, 
yet we were never attack d by them. And 
when we were on that fatal Rock of the Iſle 
Maurice, which I ſhall ſay more of hereafter, 
[ have a hundred times ſeen 2 great Pack of 
Dogs follow a Stag into the. Sea, and Swim 
after him in places where were abundance of 
Sharks; yet they never did them any hurt, any 


more than they did us when we were Ba- 


thing. Let the Reader therefore judge, whe- 
ther this is ſuch a Voracious Animal as tis 
repreſented to be, or whether the Sharks in 
theſe Seas, are different from thoſe in others. 
The Relations of ſuch as bave made Voyages 
to America, and ſeveral other parts of the World, 
tell us unanimouſly, that the Sharks in thoſe 
Seas are extreamly dangerous and ravenous, 


and ſeveral Perſons ſpeak as if they had 
: been 


G4: 
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been Eye-Witneſſes of it; wherefore tis moſt 
reaſonable to conclude, that all the Sharks are 
not of the ſame kind. This Fiſh r 
fifteen or ſixteen Foot long: Its Mouth is ſo 
made, that it muſt neceſſarily turn upon its 
Back to fwallow its Prey, or muſt thruſt half 
its Head out of Water: It has ſeveral-rows of 
Teeth which ate extreamly ſharp, and like 
thoſe of a Saw. I was told at Batavia, and 
elſewhere, that the'Brain-of a Shark had a Vir- 
tue in 1t, which made Womens Pains in Child- 

- Bed notſo racking to thern, as they generally 
are; but we con'd not try the Experiment in 
our Iſland: Some ſay, the little Fiſh which we 

call duecet, or the Shark's Pilot, is his Guide, 
but that's a Chimera, which Father Tichard 
has very well Confuted. This Succet, which 
is reaſonably enough thought to be the Rhe- 
m0o:8 thoſe good Men of old (who are vene- 
rably cali'd Antients, and who often did not 
know very well what they ſaid) have render'd 

B fo famous and formidable: This Succet, I ay, 

has on its Head, and on the forepart of its 

„ Neck a griſly Membrane flat, and in Folds 

bu which it ſticks faſt to the Back of the Sharks 

i! and Sea-Dogs, and ſometimes to inanimate 

things as Wood; for we have ſeen it ſtick to 

the Deck of the Ship with its Belly upwards. 

There are at leaſt two ſorts of them different 

in Bigneſs and Colour, but ſhap'd alike : They 

have no Scales, and their Skins is as ſlick and 
llippery as an Eels. Thofe of the biggeſt ſort 
wr are two or three Foot long: The colour of 

1 their Backs is a greeniſh Brown, which to-! 

1188 wards the Belly turns whitiſh. The others are 

is not zonger than Herrings, . ſo long. 

| Their ours are ee gue or ee 
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lour d. The Fleſh of both the one and the o- 
ther is not firm, but tis not ill taſted: They 
are very well provided with Fins, and are thin 
and long; ſo that they dart into the Sea like 
an Arrow out of a Bow. Their Teet are 2 
little round at the end, and ſo ſhort, they are 
ſcatce perceptible : Tis moſt certain that theſe 
Fiſh often ſtick to the Ships in the Water, and 
when they doit ina great Number, they Goubt- 
leſs hinder her Courſe, becauſe ſhe cannot run 
ſo lightly over the Waves. I was the more 
willing to ſpeak of this Animal at large, for 
that others have not done it; and I cannot 


help ſaying, en paſſant, that I ſometimes wonder 


it the mighty Reputation the Famous Rowdelet 
acquir'd; for I never conſulted — 
any thing within my Knowledge; I found 
him very falſe and very dix. 


All our Employment as long as we ſtaid in 
this Iſland was very Inſignificant) as may be 
eaſily imagin'd ; however, we cor'd not live 
Jvitheut doing ſomething. | The looking after 


our Cabins, and Cultivating our Gardens, took 


up one part of our Time, Walking another: 
we frequently went to the South of the Tfland, 

either in croſſing it, or going about it: There's 
no Place upon it but we Viſited very nicely ; 


Irone of the Mountains or Hills are without 


Verdure, tho' they are very full of Rocks, 
The bottom which is Rock, is ſpread with two, 
three or four foot Earth, and. amongſt the 
tones where there's no- appearance of Earth, 
great Trees tall and ſtraight grow, which at 
a diftance gives one a better Idæa of the Hiand 
than it deſerves, becauſe one wou'd think it 
nas amber d of a Sol univerſally Excel 


One 
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One may go every where all over it with eaſe, 
there being few or nd parts of it, which are 


not very Acceſſible, and no Place but afford; 


abundantly Meat and Drink. Go where you 
will, and if you ſee no Game, you need on- 
ly ſtrike againſt a Tree, or cry out as hard as 
you can, and Game will immediately offer it 
ſelf of all ſorts, which you may knock down 
with & Stick or Stones: Twas Chance made 
us experience this, becauſe when we walkt out 
together and wander'd in the Woods, if any one 
of us loſt Company with the reſt, we were 
forc'd to cry aloud to let him know where we 
were, that he might come to us. We were 
then amaz'd to ſee what quantities of Birds 
flew out, and ran up and down from all parts 


about us: Providence as it were bid us Kill 


and Eat, and we had nothing to do but to fire 
a Fuzee, and roaſt what we kill'd to provide 


2 Feaſt; Turtles are to be met with every 


where. The Air is ſo ſweet and ſo temperate, 
that one might lye down boldly under the Ca- 


nopy of the Sky; but if we pleas d, might at 
any time make a ſort of Hutt immediately with 


five or ſix Plantane-Leaves which we have 


fpoken of. | 
| To return to our Employments , and the 


manner of ſpending our tedious Hours, I ſhall 


add without Boaſting, that we had every day 
our [exerciſes of Devotion. On Sundays we 
did as far as we cou'd what is practis d in our 


French Churches, for we had the Bible entire 


with us ; ſome Hymns, a large Commentary 
on the Teſtament, and ſeveral Sermons upon 
the Old Rock, which were ſenſible Difcourſes. 
If we had believ'd we ſhou'd ſpend the reſt 
of our Days there, or at leaſt ſtay ſome Jon- 
tu a | — 
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ger time than we did, or intended what ſhou'd 
have hinder'd the Wiſeſt among us from taking 
upon him the Miniſterial Office; and that theſe 


two or three meeting together, and in the 
Name of God, ſhou'd not have form 2 
Church, and have receivꝰd thoſe particular Con- 


a true 


ſolations which are participated in the Holy 
Communions. I often thought of propoſin 
it to my Companions; but on one and, 
ſaw they were all diſpos d to endeavour ſud- 


denly, at the hazard of their Lives, to return 


into the inhabited World: On the other I had 
reaſon to fear there wou'd be thought ſome 
kind of Aﬀectation in that Deſign, which they 
wou'd not have been pleas'd with. For in the 
Reflections we ſometimes made upga Religion, 
we were always on our Guard if an extraor- 


dinary manner, leaſt we ſhou'd fall into any % 
Practice, or have any Idæa which tended in . 


the leaſt to Superſtition, the moſt dangerous 
and moſt fatal Peſt of Chriſtianity : We were 
ſo happy, as to be united all in the ſame Spi- 
rit, without the falſe Wiſdom of the Sages, and 


that Pernicious Knowledge of the Learned ; 


the Diſputers and Innovators of this Age, 
which have caus'd ſo many wicked Sects, and 
other Diſorders in the Chriſtian World ; the 
Errors of the Roman Catholicks and ſome others 
in the matter of the neceſſity of Baptiſm , 


ought to be a Leſſon to us, not to fall into the 


like Miſtake, in the uſe of the other Sa- 
crament, the Practice of which by the com- 
mon conſent of all the Chriſtians this day 
alive is not in it ſelf neceſſary. 


great Comfort in our ſelves, in keeping cloſely 
to that Pure and Primitive Evangelical Do- 
ctrine, which all Divines without 3 
„ | 5 


We found a 
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ſay, contains the Soul and Eſſence of ſaving 
Faith, without entring into any Inquiries, dea 
which had the leaſt appearance of Unprofi- h. 
tableneſs or Curioſity we delighted in, and of- ſari 
ten Repeated Paſſages out of the Scripture, tal 
and theſe offer d themſelves to our Remem- r 
brance. All that I propoſe to you is to know Feſus | 
Chriſt, and him Crucify d. This is eternal Life to (do! 
know Me, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom | 9 
thou haſt ſent. If thou confeſſeſt the Lord Feſus 
with thy Mouth, and believe in thy Heart that theſ 


God has raisd him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be Ut. 
Sav d. Whoever believes in me, has eternal Life ; * 
_ 


\ Whoever calls upon the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſl .. 
faw'd. TI have declar d unto you all the Counſel of little 
God, to wit Repentance towards God, and Faith in 
Teſs Chriſt. The Religion that is Pure and without hood 

Spot towards our God and Father, is to wiſit the 
Orphans and Widows in their Tribulations, and to 
avoid the Defilements of the World, &c. We were Tw. 


free from the accidental Theology of Contro- as if 
verſies, from Chimerical and Heretical Idæas, Diſt: 
which we look'd upon, as if they had never been; _ 


from all Superſtitious Fooleries, from all vain, 
impertinent raſh Thoughts, which are as Perni- Fame 


cious to the Soul, as they ate unreaſonable ; r e 

and had a delicious Taſte of the excelleney of Grou 

fimple and pure Religion. We abhorr'd as the n 0 

| facred Writers did, thoſe Makers or Botchers the \ 

7 | of Religion, who accommodate: the Doctrine fus'd 
and Worſhip of Chriſtianity to their own fan- the R 

| | cies, pretending to be more wiſe than Wiſdom et l 
0 it ſelf: We ador'd God the Creator in purity It on 
= 1 and fimplicity of Heart. We worſhip'd Fa- WI 
It ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according to the ter P 
| 11 Terms and Rules of Revelation, without valu- ry 


1; ing our ſelves on fooliſh Explanations, or en- 
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deavouring to unfold the ſacred Myſteries, 
which by the confeſſion of all Men are neceſ- 
farily, and will always be hidden from mor- 
tal Men, and impenitrable to Human Eye; 
or they wou d ceaſe to be Myſteries. We thus 
invok'd the Almighty with Joy and Confidence, 
(doing good as tar as we cou'd) by the Medi- 
tation of our Redeemer and Savio Jeſus 
Chriſt, the way, the Truth and the Life. In 
theſe happy Diſpoſitions we look'd on Death, 
not as a Terror, but as the Meſſenger of glad 
Tidings. _ » | + bes 

HBeſides thoſe great Walks, or rather thoſe 


little Journeys we us'd to take, we never miſt 


walking out in the Evening, in the Neighbour- 
hood of our Habitations. We one Walk 


among others on the Sea-ſhoar to the left of, 


our Rivulet, and twas a very lovely one: 
Twas an avenue to it form'd by Nature, as ſtraight 
as if it had been planted by a Line at a parallel 
Diſtance , from the Sea; and About twelve 
hundred Paceslong, which isexactly the length 


of the Mall at London, in the fine Park at St. 


James s. We might have lengthen d it to ſeven 


or eight Miles if we wou'd, and upon firm 


Ground, which was a perfect Level. We had 


on one ſide of this delicious Walk, a View of 


the vaſt extended Ocean, and heard the con- 
fus d murmur of the Waves breaking againſt 
the Rocks, about a League off, ſo that twas 
not loud enough to diſturb our Converſation ; 


it only threw us often into Contemplations, 
to which we gave our ſelyes up with the grea- 


ter Pleaſure, becauſe we had not much to ſay 
to one another. On the other ſide our Pro- 
ſpect was agreeably bounded by charming Hills, 


and the Valleys which reach'd to it were like 
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Trees 
D one which is wonderful and worthy our par- 
ticulatf᷑ Obſervation, for its Beauty, Bigneſs, 
Roundgeſs, and the rare Symmetry of. its exact 
Bran: The ends of which are every where 
| > ors 4 much tufted, and its Leaves ſo great and 
chic 
all abott it; ſo that come which way you will 
at this Tree, you can perceive but a ſmall part 
of, its Trunk, and that at the bottom of it: 
34 Ago ſometimes you can ſee nothing at all 
OE OR | | 


the middle, the Branches are within: ſide like 
dry Poles, which ſeem to be the work of 
Carpenter, and ſet there to bear up the Plumes 

or Branches which are quite about it, and 
thus make a ſort of Cage or Tent of the 
Tree. Tis true, the greateſt beauty of thi 
Tent, is in its charming Outſide, though the 
© coolneſs and ſhelter of the inſide have alſo thei 

Charms: Twas unhappy that its Fruit was not 


and all together. It look at a diſtance like the 


for me, I was for calling it the Pavilion 0! 
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g the great number and variety 0 
this Iſland planted by Nature, there 


k, that they fall down almoſt to the Ground 


It bein s one may imagine, all ſhady in 


good to eat. Thoſe of us who had the Curio 
ſity to eat it, found it Sour, and knew by Ex 
perience, that was all the hurt that was in it 
It had the ſmell of a very fine Quince : Tis? 
ſort of a Grape, the Seeds of which are cloſe 


Fruit of the Ananas. For which reaſon we 

5 | | 1 4 
ps'd to call theſe Trees Ananas; tho' there 
a great difference between the two Plants. As 


Tent. The Leaves are of an admirable Green 


and the Stalks of them are ſo ſhort, that one 
| | wou't 
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ou'd think they 2 9s immediately to the 
ood. The greateſt are four or five Inches 
broad, ſharp at the end, and about five In- 
hes long. They form a great Bunch, and 
ere and there one may ſee the Grapes, which 
are of divers Colours, according as they are 
ore or leſs Ripe. I have often taken Pleaſure 
o Survey eſs natural Palaces, and was e- 
qually raviſh'd with its largeneſs and ſingular 
Deaurty, TY 8 
8 play d at Cheſs, at Trictrac, 
at Drafts, at Bowls, and at Scales. Hunting 
and Fiſhing were ſo eaſie to us, that it — 
away from the Pleaſure. We often delighted 
pur ſelves in teaching the Parrots to ſpeak, 
here being a vaſt number of them. We car- 
y'd one to Maurice Iſle, which talk'd French and 
Dutch. | : 
We ſhall ſoon ſee that all the laſt year of 
dur abode here, we were employ'd in building 
he fine Bark, of which we —— ſpeak in the 
Sequel of theſe Memoirs. If any one deſires 
o know how we lighted our Cabbins when 
ewas dark, or the Places we were then in, I 
muſt acquaint him that we brought Lamps 
with us; and inſtead of Oil, made uſe of Tur- 
les fat, which as I ſaid before, never Con- 
geal d. We lighted our Fires with Burning- 
laſles. | | | 
The Reader finding we had Abundance -of 
ariety of Fleſh and Fiſh, Roaſted and Boil'd , 
Soops, Ragouts, Herbs, Roots, excellent Me- 
lons, other Fruits, Palm-Wine, clear and freſh 
Water,do's not apprehend the poor Adventurers 
in Rodrigo, were in any danger of Starving. _ 
But ſince he's ſo kind as to concern himſelf a 
little in their extraordinary manner of — 
SITE a5 
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I aſſure him they made ve | good Cheer with. 
iſeaſes, and, thanks 


be to God without Bread. The Captain hat 
left them two great Barrels of Bisket, but they 


ſeldom made uſe of it, except twas in Sooys 


or Broth, and often they quite forgot it. When 
we had ſtay' d above a year in our new Ifland, 
we began to wonder we ſaw no Ship come; 


for to ſay truth, ſome of us were not a little 
tir d. They regretted the loſs of their Youth, 


and were troubled to think they ſhou'd per- 
-haps be oblig'd to paſs away the beſt part of 
their Lives a ſtrange Solitude, and intole- 
rable TIdlenefs. After ſeveral Deliberation, 
*rwas gt laſt almoſt unanimouſly agreed, that 
when we had ftay'd two whole years in expe- 
ctation of News from Mr. Du Queſne, which 
we at-firſt reſolv'd to dg, then if none came, we 
wou'd do our utmoſt to get to Maurice Iſland, 
which belong d to the Durch, where we might 
embark to go where we pleas'd, there beinga 
Governor, and Ships coming every year from 
the Cape of Good Hope. This Ile is above one 
Hundred and ſixty Leagues from Rodrigo, 2 
e for us to make; but we conſider d 
t 


the” Wind blew generally one way, and that 
fair for that Ffland ; wherefore we put all hand: 


to Work to build a Bark as well as we cou d, 


and if there was any likelihood we might make 
ule of it, we wou'd convey our 
ther in it, after having implor'd the aſſiſtance 
of him, who 
_—. 


lves thi- 


| Commands the Winds and the 

This Enterprize a pear'd very difficult, even 

to thoſe that Projected it; but however, it did 

not ſeem to be wholly impoſſible. We were 

to build a pretty big Boat, but we had no = 
| | , 
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ful Workmen, and few Tools; we had ner- 
ther Pitch nor Tar, nor Cordage, nor Anchor, 
nor Compaſs, nor a hundred other Neceſla- 
ries, and near two hundred Leagues by Sea 
was a great Voyage. The Wiſeſt of us ſaw a 
thouſand other Difficulties, and were afraid our 
Deſign cou'd never ſucceed : But thoſe that 
Projected it, were fix'd in it; and 'twas a- 
greed upon, that we: ſhou'd prepare to put it 
in Execution, and by way of Diverſion, to un- 
dertake the building of a Bark, tho' we loſt 
our Labour: No ſooner ſaid than done. And 
all eight of us without ſerving any Appren- 
ticeſhip, became Carpenters, Smiths, Rope-ma- 
kers, Mariners, and generally every thing that 
was neceſſary for us to be. In this Underta- 
king neceſſity was'a Law to us, it ſupply'd all 
our Defects: Every one propos'd what he 
thought wou'd be moſt proper and advantage- 
ous, and we went all chearfully to Work, ha- 
ving a good Underſtanding one with another, 
as tas our Common Intereſt. 
Among other Inſtruments we had a great 
daw and a little one, with which we began to 
aw Boards, and very happily made uſe of 3 
beam of Oak which the Sea had ſometime be- 
ore thrown on our Coaſts. If the Curious 
ieader demands by way of Parentheſes, from 
hence that Beam came, I muſt anſwer, that 
mly I cannot tell. Let it come from whence 
t will, we had it, the Sea brought it to us, 
nd we us'd it for the Purpoſe I tell him. We 
awd out ſome good Boards, but the great Saw 
reaking thrice, and being handled by unskil- 
ul Perſons, the greateſt part of thoſe Boards 
Fe of an unequal thickneſs, and Conſequent- 
not very good to the Eye, nor jndeed fit fos 
S FH _ 
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forward. in it, that the Bark was Lanch'd, no 


we put aboard, and ſupply'd our ſelves with 
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Our Bark was twenty Foot long at the Keel, 
fix broad, and four deep, we rounded it at both 
ends. We had ſome Nails, but Jobn de la Hape 
who was a Silver-Smith, had ſome Forge-Tools 
and other Inſtruments, helpt us to more : He 
mended our Saw for us ſeveral times. For Calk- 
ing we made uſe of old Linen; and inſtead of 
Pitch and Tar, mingled Jet with Gumms which 
we found on the Trees in Plenty, and tem- 
per'd it with Oil of Turtle. We work'd up ſe- 


veral forts of Ropes with the Threads or Fi. 


bres of the Stalks of the Plantane-Leaves; which 
Ropes were ſtrong enough, but not very Sup- 


ple, and were proper only for fix d Work, but 


were always frizing out and untwiſting when 
we employ'd 'em about running Work. Inſtead 
of an Anchor we provided our ſelves with a 
piece of Rock, which weigh'd one hundred 
and fifty pound Weight, and we made a Sail 
as well as we cou'd, 

Every Man was Induſtrious as it lay in his 
Power to be, to carry on this Work, and the 
two years being almoſt expir'd, we were ſo 


one of us ſparing his Labour on this Occa- 
ſion. — . 

As for Proviſions we dry'd Lamentins Fleſh, 
we fill'd the Barrels we had for chat uſe with 
freſh Water; the little Bisket that was left us 


Land and Water-Melons. The latter wou' 
keep a long time; what J have ſaid is true, 
we began the building our Boat knowing we 


had no Compaſs, and ſo we finiſh'd it 3 but, 
every Body ſeeking for ſomething Uſeful to- 


wards ſupplying its Place, one of us found 2 
little Solar Quadrant of Loadſtone which -_ 


«th 


him tl 
not go 
ping te 


Saturda 
being t 
high; a 
the She 
chooſe | 
at the 
much a: 
Theſe 
are (to 
derſtand 
Sea like 


is encon 
In two 
IO OC 12 


le. TI 
When 


he Nam 
here bet 


rees, v 


put us It 
ft it, 
dur Hiſtc 
ff our Al 
Departure 
0' Paſſen 


fort of 


edt Tre 
mich we 
Irrigane. 


* 


of FrxAncis Lecuar. 
him three Pence at Amſterdam; and tho' twas 
not good, we were glad he had found it, ho- 
ping to reap ſome Benefit by it. 

When the Bark was in the Water, we were 
all ſurpriz d to find ſhe did not obey the Rud- 
der, and that to turn it we muſt make uſe of 
ia Gar. 5 

The day of our Departure was fix d to be 
„ Scturday the 19th of April, 1693. The Moon 
„being then near at the Full, the Sea wou'd be 
high; and conſequently the eaſier to paſs above 
the Shelves. The Reaſon why we did not 
p. chooſe the time when the Moon wou'd be quite 
ut (at the Full, was; becauſe we wou'd have as 
en much as we cou'd of her Light. 7 5 
aa Theſe Shelves of which I have often ſpoken, 

a Dare (to inform, en paſſant, thoſe who do not un- 
ed Nderſtand the Term) Rocks riſing up in the 
ag ea like a ſort of a Wall, with which the Iſland 

is encompaſt at an unequal Diſtance; except 
his Nin two Places, where there's a Breach about 
ho 0 or 12 Foot broad, that gives acceſs to the 
ſo He. This is not to be ſeen in the Map. 
no When we-arriv'd on the Iſland, we perceiv'd 
ca- he Names of ſomè Dutebmen who had Landed 
here before, Written on the Bark of ſome 
rees, with the date of the Time; and this 
put us in mind of doing the ſame when we 
eft it. We therefore wrote an Abridgment of 
ur Hiſtory in French and Dutch, with the date 
f our Arrival, the time of our Abode, and our 
Departure. We put it into a Viol, with a Note 

0: Paſſengers to look into it. We plac'd it in 
| fort of a Niche Dug in the Trunk of the 
{rear Tree, under which we usd to eat, and 
mich we had experienc'd to be proof againſt 
urieanes. 3 | | 
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At laſt the appointed Day for which my 
young Companions heartily long' d, arriv'd, 
and having put up our Prayers to Heaven for 
the Divine Aſſiſtance, we embark'd about 
Noon with our Proviſions and Goods. The 


Weather was extreamly fair, and the Wind the 


ſame ; ſo that tho' we wanted a Rudder, Cor- 


dage, Anchors, and almoſt every thing necel- 


ſary for our Boat, weak and ill built as it was, 
we were full of Hope, that we ſhou'd do very 
well in her: We reckon'd the fair Weather 


wou'd continue , and if ſo, we might depend 


upon the Trade-Wind, of which I have ſpoken; 
and which according to our Calculation, founded 
upon what we had heard the Captain and Sea- 


men ſay, always blow'd at that time of the 


year, and as long as the Weather was fair. In 


. ſuch caſe we might expect to make St. Mau- 


rice Iſland in two Days and two Nights. 

We therefore departed with Joy, and ear- 
neſtly deſiring to arrive in ſome Place where 
we might ſee the Inhabitants of the World, 
we paſt ſwiftly enough to the Shelves : But in 


ſtead of ſeeking for one of the two Breaches 


before-mention'd, and to Hale the Ship by 
Land or by Sea, to a Place where tis eaſie to 
paſs, we depended too much on our good For- 
tune, and thinking to go thro' directly, we 


happen'd to ſtrike. We went ſo ſwiftly along, 


that we cou'd hardly perceive when we ſtruck, 
and thought we only bruſhe by the Rock. 
Wherefore we proceeded, and were got about 
fifty Paces beyond the Shelves, flattering ou! 
ſelves we were paſt the greateſt Danger, when 
on a ſudden: we were ſadly convinc'd of our 
Miſtake ; for the Water came pouring in, and 
we ſaw 'twas time for us to return as fail 8 
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cou'd to Land. In the mean time the poor 
Boat fill'd apace , the Rudder cou'd not guide 
us. The Wind in ſpite of us, drove us farther 
off Shoar: Fear depriv'd us of the little Skill 
we had, and as for my ſelf in particular, I 
believ'd our time was come; one may ea- 


Peril was ſo terrible and apparent. The De- 
ſire of Living made us ſet to work to ſave our 
ſelves; but the truth is, twas to no purpoſe ; 

one endeavour'd to lave the Water out of the 
Bark with his Hat, another employ'd himſelf 
with Labour every whit as unprofitable, and 
all cry'd out or Pray'd like loſt Men. Howe- 


- yer at laſt one of us handled an Oar ſo effectu- 


being brisk, it drove us in four Minutes time 
on the other ſide of the Shelves ; but thirty 
Paces from thence nearer the Iſland the Boat 
lunk down to the Bottom. If that Misfortune 
had happen'd to us half an Hour before, we 
had been drown'd every Man of us ; butthere 
being not above ſix foot Water, and the Bark 
not Over-ſetting, we ſtood all of us upright 
on the Deck, with the Water up to our Mid- 
dles. Twas a Happineſs in our Trouble, that 
the Rock on which we ſtruck made ſuch a 
hole in the Boat, that we ſaw the Water en- 
er immediately; for if we had not fo viſibly 
and readily ſeen it, we ſhou'd have kept on 
our way, and then had infallibly Periſh'd : 
However, as it was, we were very unpleaſant- 
ly Poſted in the Water on one end of the Deck. 
ho' it began to Ebb, and we were but half a 
League from the Shoar, we cou'd not tell what 
to reſolve on. "Twas concluded after we had 
ought of it a little, we wou'd ftay till the 
| * Water 


fily imagine the Condition we were in, our 


ally, that the Bark tack'd about, and the Wind 
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return'd our moſt humble thanks to God, the 
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Water was ſo low that we might get to Shoar, 


haling our Cheſts and Barrels after us as they 


floated in the Water ty'd to one another. 

This was accordingly done, but not without 
putting us to terrible Fatigues; for we had ſe- 
veral Voyages to make, ſometimes up to the 
Neck in Water, the Bottom being uneven, and 
ſometimes we were oblig'd to Swim, it being 
out of our Depths, and draw our Cheſts after 
us with Ropes ty'd about our Waſts. We all 
of us ſtript, that we might have the more li- 
berty in Swimming, and the ſharp and keen 
Stones made our Feet all bloody: To add to our 
Misfortunes, the Current ev'ry now and then 
carry'd away part of our Baggage, neverthe- 
leſs we ſav'd moſt of our things the ſame day, 
and pur the heavy part of our Luggage our of 
the Bark on the Land; the Sea cou'd not ſweep 
that away, and when the Tide was quite out, 
we might at our Leaſure recover it, which we 
intended to do next Day, and ſee if we coud 


| Hale our poor Boat after us. We now tyd it 


to a Rock, and at laſt got to Land with much 


Foy, and much Sorrow, having made proof by 


a woful and happy Experience, that evil and 
good things are often mix d together by For: 
tune. . 

The next Morning as ſoon as twas Light 
we went to the Bark, which now lay a- ſhoar, 
to Refit her as well as we cou'd ; We Launch 
her when the Tide came in, put our heavy 
Goods aboard, and got fafe to a Place where 
we cou'd conveniently Land them. Each of 
us loſt ſomething in this Shipwreck, and what 
we had left was generally damag'd ; but we 
had ſav'd our Lives almoſt by a Miracle. We 
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Gracious and Mighty Protector, who had aſ- 
ſiſted us in our extream Peril. 

In the mean time one of us who ſeem'd to 
be the moſt Strong and Vigorous Man in the 
Company , found himſelf very much out of 
Order after ſo great a fatigue. As ſoon as he 
got a-ſhoar naked and frozen, as he was, he 
laid himſelf all along upon the Sand, which 
the Sun had heated extraordinarily :. He thought 
at firſt he wanted only a little Reſt, but a 
while after his Face turn'd as red as Scarlet: 
His Head grew very heavv, and his Diſtemper 
encreas'd evry Minute. We carry'd tim to 
his Cabbin with much adoe, and bei g of a 
very vigorous Complexion, '<was three or four 
days before he wou'd confine himſelf to his 


Bed, but at laſt he yielded: His Head ſweltd, 


and ſo many Impoſthumes apr ori. :n ir, that 
we cou'd ſcarce open all to jet Hur the Cor- 
ruption. We were at firſt ſorry chat our P.ogue 


of a Captain had left us no Unguen r Drugs, 


as I have ſaid before: However, we conſi- 
der'd none of us underſtood very well how to 
Adminifter them, if we had had them; and 
indeed, that take it all together what we call 
Phyſick or Pharmacy, is commonly nothing 
but a Cheat more Pernicious than Uſeful to Man- 
kind; ſo we did not trouble our ſelves much 
for the want of it till now. We had a Con- 
ſultation, whether the Patient ought not to be 
Blooded : Some cry'd he wou'd die in the Ope- 
ration, if he loſt one drop of Blood only, o- 
thers cry'd out louder, that he wou'd give up 
the Ghoſt in three Minutes, if he was nor 
Blooded ; and we were all ſo warm in the 
Vindication of our ſeveral Opinions, that who- 
ever had ſeen us, wou'd have taken us for true 
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Phyſicians. Nevertheleſs we did not come to 
Blows, and there being four out of ſeven Voi- 
ces for Bleeding, twas not neceſſary that we 
jhould ſtay for any other way of deciding the 
Queſtion, tho' the Sacred Miniſters of e+/cula- 


pius, have recourſe ſometimes to others in ſuch 
Caſes. The Boldeſt of the four 


harpen'd as well as, he cou'd the point of his 
Pen- knife, and made Inciſions in ſeveral parts 
of the poor dying Man's Arm, but ' twas all to 


no Purpoſe: The Fever Augmented, he grew 


Delirious, and remain'd ſo ſome Days. We 
cou'd then do nothing for him, but apply to 
the Great Phyſician of Body and Soul, which 
we had done all along. Before this Struggle 
was over, we had the Satisfaction to ſee our 
Dear Brother recover his Underſtanding, and 
give us the moſt certain and moit edifying 
Tokens of a ſincere Repentance, and holy 
hope of his Salvation. Thus it continu'd with 
him till the eighth of A, 1693. when he ex- 
pird in the 29th year of his Age, after three 
Weeks Sickneſs. Such was the end of honeſt 


| iſaac Boyer, the eighth part of the Kings, and 


the Inhabitants of Rodrigo. And that you may 
not, kind Reader, go ſo far as this New World 
without ſeeing ſome Monument, Read if you 
think fit, the Epitaph that I add here. | 
Neither our Sorrow for the. loſs of a dear 
and uleful Friend, nor the bad Succeſs of our 
leaving the land : Theſe 'yourg Men had, 4% 
Hu ace ſays, Hearts of Oak and Braſs, which made 


| them freely expoſe their Lives in the weakeſt of all 


Boats, and raſhly to defie the fury of the Winds. 
They perſiſted therefore obſtinately in their firſt 


Reſolution, and added to the Fundamental 


Reaſon⸗ 


lebotomiſts 
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Reaſons alledg'd in the beginning: That they 
wou'd benefit themſelves by the Misfortune 
that had happen'd to them, and take better 
meaſures for the future. They ſaid they wou'd 
{ſtrengthen the Bark in Repairing it, that they 
wou'd lay ſome Buoys, or ſome other Tokens 
in their way to dire& them in this Caſe, and 
wou'd depart when the ,Tides were higheſt, 
that they might not run the Risk of touching 
the Shelves, without ſpending time in ſeeking 
after other Breaches, if they cou'd not fol- 
low exactly the way mark'd them out by the 
I was, as well as they, a little weary of Con- 
finement, and cou'd not with Pleaſure think 
of living all the reſt of my Days in one of the 
Iſlands of the Antipodes; but I did not imagine 
ſuch a ſorry Gondola as our Boat, was capa- 


ble of carrying us ſuch a vaſt way, eſpecially - 


having nd neceſſaries for the Voyage: Where- 
fore I oppos'd the execution of the firſt De- 
ſign with all my Might. As Reſolute as they 
ſeem'd to be, to be gone, I beg'd them in the 
molt perſwaſive Terms I cou'd uſe, to reflect 
a little more upon what they were going about; 


and not to ſhock them too much at firſt, I 


highly commended their Courage, and gave 
way to their moſt plauſible Reaſons ; but I 
conjur'd them alſo to conſider, that this was 
an Affair of the laſt Importance, both for the 
Body and the Soul; that without a ſecond Mi- 
racle, we muſt be a ſecond time Ship-wreck'd, 
and that then they wou'd never be able to a- 


void Reproaches very like Deſpair, for having 


tempred God : I added, Experience ought to 
make us wiſer than we were before. That it 
had already coſt us one of our Companions 

| IE Lear Lives, 
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Liyes, and we ſhou'd look upon that ſad Acci. 
dent as the Warning of Providence, and the 
Manifeftation of God's Will, of whom we had 
demanded with Faſting and Reſignation, that 
he wou'd be pleas'd to inſpire us what we 
fhou'd do. I told them farther, that ſince thoſe 
that were to follow us, had not promis'd to 


come till after two*years, 'ewas convenient to 


outſtay that time a little ; Perhaps Succour 
was now upon Sea for us, and might arrive 


ev'n when we were the deplorable ſport of the 


Waves, if we were not before that, Food for 
the Monſters of the Sea: Beſides; ſince we 
were in a good Place, we ought to have a lit- 


_ tle Patience; and in the mean time have Re- 


courſe to a reaſonable Means, which no Body 
had yet thought off: And that was, to light 
great Fires on the top of our high Mountain, 
and ſet Lanthorns all about the Ifland, to in- 
vite Ships that paſt by us, to come to our Aſ- 
ſiſtance. The Cotton of our Plantanes, and 
our Turtles Oil, made the execution of this 
Detign eaſily ; and we had ſtuff enough to co- 
ver it with, and make a kind of Lanthorns it 
it had been neceſlary. ; 

I had a thouſand things more to fay, if 1 


had had to do with Men of ripe Underſtand- 


ons: But when a Man is young, he is not ca- 


ing, and well reclaim'd from the follies of the 
World. Por to caſt up all things, what cou'd be 
comparable to the Sweetneſs, the Innocence, 
the Advantages, and Delight in a Solitude 


fo much reſembling an Earthly Paradiſe as 


ours? What can be —_— more happy, at- 
ter having groan'd and ſuffer'd under the Yoa 
'of Tyranny, than to live in Independance and 
Eaſe , without danger of Worldly Temptati— 


pad!? 
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pable of making ſuch Reflections. I therefore 1 
finiſh'd my Speech, in repreſenting further to 
them the length of the Voyage, the weakneſs of 
our Veſſel, the wretched Tackling we had, and 
cheir Unskilfulneſs. They heard me patiently ; 

ſeveral of them ſeem'd not to digeſt it, and | ; 
one of them whom I had touch'd in a fore 
Place, of which I was hot aware, alledg'd F 


[ 


briskly, a new Reaſon for our Departure; which | 
was ſo agreeable to the reliſh of the reft, that 1 
it occaſion d a new Diſcourſe, and all my Ar- 1 


guments were forgotten. Do you imagine, ſaid 
this young Man, That we will condemn our ſelves 
to ſpend all our Lives here without Wives. Do you 
think your Earthly Paradiſe more excellent, than that 
which God prepar d for Adam; where he declar d 
with his owwn Mouth, it is not good that Man ſuou d 
be alone: J reply'd, My Dear Friend, Adam's 
Wife . prov'd ſuch a Curſe to him, and all his Poſte- 
rity, that certainly our Paradiſe wou d not be much 
improv'd by the Company of ſuch an Eve among ms. 
They all Laugh'd, and what J little thought of, 
all the Diſcourſe was afterwards on the Subject 
of the Ladies, which was, as is ſaid, the Goſpel of 
the Day. I ſoon ſaw where the Shooe pinch'd, 
and in the Reign of Quelibets ſome fine Wit 
wou'd certainly have ſaid on this occaſion, 
there was not one of my Adventurers who 
wou'd not have lov'd a Chimene much better ,,,, , 
than a Rodrigo. The molt Moderate of us (and 2) 1 
twas time to be moderate after Fifty and Ich Ch. 
do not know how many more Winters) put on e in 
2 ſerious Air; and the buſineſs of Marriage 2 
and Women not being a queſtion that is en- | 
tirely decided, for or againſt it, more than one 

of our Company joyn'd with him, as to the 
lnconveniencies that attended them. * 
e 555 [a1 
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ſaid, that an eternal Slavery, and a juſt and 


natural Love of Liberty, were incompatible: 


That 'twas a ſtrange Reſalution to ſubſcribe 
ones ſelf voluntarily, to a Bondage that has 
no end. And if all Animals were born with a 
deſire of Conjunction, Nature had for all that, 


loaden them with Irons. The Cares and Tri- 


bulations mention de by St. Paul, were alſo urg d 


againſt them; and. twas ſaid, the Beauty of 
Women was no more durable, than that of 
Flowers. That the Sweets which we fanſie we 


may enjoy with, them, are no ſolid good ; and 
after all this juſt deviſe of Marry'd Men, will 
be eternally true; for one Pleaſure, a thouſand Pains. 
That notwithſtanding all the Precautions we 
endeavour to take, we ſhall often find our 
ſelves coupled with Harpyes and Traitereſſes, 


and the Rage of Jealouſie, together with all 


the Misfortunes that accompany Marriage, are 


often the fruit of the greateſt Love. The quar- 
relſome Contentious Women, of whom Salo- 


mon ſpeaks, were not omitted; nor the fa- 
mous Paſſages in the XXV. and XLII. Chap- 
ters of the excellent Book of Eccleſſaſticus, where 
tis ſaid, All Malice is little, and all Wickedneſs 


ſapportable, provided the Malice of a Woman is ex- 


cepted ; and the Iniquity of a Man is of more Worth, 
than the Woman that do's good, or than the goodneſs 
of a Woman, as ſome Authors Tranſlate it. Be- 
fides we conſider'd, that if ſuch a thing has 
been heard of, that the Union between Man 
and Wife is very great, the thoughts of an una- 
voidable Separation, and the grief of Parting, 
muſt be moſt Cruel, and moſt Bitter. 

The Subject being fertile, it gave occa- 
ſion to other Reflections againſt the Sex, with 


which I would not tire the Ladies, who ſhall 


vouch- 
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vouchſafe to caſt their fair Eyes on this Re- 


W 3 | 
One of the youngeſt ſaid with a modeſt and 
pleaſant Air, that he did not believe any one 
of the Company thought then of Marriage or 
Debauchery ; but that in truth twas very hard 
to him, to think he muſt for ever be depriv'd 
of the Company of a Woman; and the more, 
becauſe God had otherwiſe order'd things from 
the Beginning. That all that had been faid 
againſt them in General, ſeem'd to him to be 
very unjuſt ; and for his part he own'd he lookt 
upon them as the moſt lovely half of the 
World. 3 JE 0 
Reader, Tis at your own choice to look over, or 
paſs by this Diſcourſe 5 when once it was a foot, our 
zoung Men who did not want Wit, ſaid ſeveral plea- 
ſant things which T put here together, and the more 
willingly, becauſe theſe ſorts of Subjects are rarely diſ- 
agreeable. | 
Tis not enough, ſaid he with a loud Voice 
who had demanded Eve's for the Adam's of our 
Eden ; the Women are not only the moſt lovely 
half of the World, they are alſo the beſt half. 
(His Temper being a little quick, his Expreſ- 
lions alſo were ſometimes a little Vigorous. ) 
"Tis a ſhame, added he, to talk of Women, as 
lome among us have done, and I cannot bear 
their Injurious Reflections: If there are wick- 
ed Women, there are without Compariſon, a 
much greater Number of Rogues of our own 
dex. If there are Impudent Women, twas 
certainly the infamous Temptation of Men 
that corrupted them. Whoever have ſaid or 
Thought, that the Wickedneſs of Men is Preferra- 
ble ro the Goodneſs of Women, have ſaid ſo Im- 
pertinent and Extravagant a thing, that tis — 
wort 
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worth Anſwering. No Body denies, but there 
are ſcolding, Contentious Women; and what 
Conſequence can be drawn from thence to the 
Prejudice of thoſe Wiſe and Virtuous Women, 
of whom the ſame Salomon ſpeaks. Thoſe wor- 
thy Wives, who, according to him, are the 
_ Happineſs, the Joy, and the Crown of their 
Husbands ; a Gift of God, and 4 Favour of 
Heaven: Thoſe extellent Women whom St. 
Paul calls the Glory of a Man. The firſt of 
whom was the Maſter-piece and Crowning- 
work of the Creation. 

We may with boldneſs affirm, that the poſi- 
tive Will, and the certain and manifeſt Deſti- 
ny of the Maſter of the World, is, thatall the 
Deſcendants of Adam , ſhou'd each have his 
Help-Mate, as he our Common Father had. 
Thoſe Continent Perſons St. Paul ſpeaks of, 
who either by their Stripes, their Faſtings or 
Mortifications, have vanquiſh'd or overwhelm'd 
Nature, as being born with a Conſtitution that 
render'd them Monſtrous ; that is, Animals, 
whoſe Diſpoiition was againſt the Order of 
Nature, theſe Perſons I ſay, are of a particu- 
lar Species, ſo rare, that the Laws were not 
made for them. Eucreaſe and Multiply : Ir is not 
good that Man ſhou'd be alone: A Man ſhall leave 
his Father and Mother, and cleave unto his Wife. 
Theſe are Oracles pronounc'd when the World 
was made : The Primitive Indifpenſable Laws 
that ought to be deeply engraven on Marble 
and Brafs, and tranſmitted to Poſterity in Let- 
ters of Gold in eiviliz d Covernments. I call 
them Laws; and not 4 ſimple Permiſſion, which 
leaves Man at his liberty to do what he pleaſes, 
according to his Fancy or Caprice: The firſt 
Eve was not made to life à Virgin, but _ 
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come a Mother, and begin to People the World; | 


and the Eve's of the following Ages are not 


given us, let em be what they will, but to 


perpetuate the Work of the Creation. If there 
are a ſort of Men, who like thoſe vile Inſects, 


of which ſome ſpeak , grow out of Mud 
e Men live by them-' 
ſelves as long as they pleaſe, and wallow as 


and Corruption ; Let tho 


much as they pleaſe in the Filth and Ordure of 
their Origin: But tis not thus, that the No- 


ble Race of the Children of Adam are Immor- 


taliz d. A ſingle Man, to a ſingle Woman, are 


not each properly ſpeaking, but a part of them- 


ſelves. Theſe two half's together, make one 
whole :. How unjuſt and cruel is it, to keep 


theſe imperfect Portions always naturally deſi- 


ring to be joyn'd and deſtin'd to Union by 


Eternal Wiſdom in a ſtate of Separation. Let 


us therefore conclude thus, Dear Companion, 
That Women are entirely all that's Fine inthe 
World, all that is Lovely, all that is Neceſſary; 
and that we ought to be unſpeakably pleas'd in 
Loving them, and being belov'd by them, as alſo 
in it ing them bring forth, and breed up the 
Pledg.5 they give of Mutual Love. Call them 
Yoaks or Fecters,or what you pleaſe; and give the 
Union of Marriage, the odious Name of Chains, 


but let us remember we are never weary of 


enjoying what we Love, and ſhould not think 
it a tireſom ſlavery, to keep our Treaſure a 
long time. Our ſorrowful and imperfect So- 
ciety, can have no Relief, no Support here; 
we ſhall die, and our Iſland remain Deſert. He 
who dies laſt, will have no Body to Aſſiſt and 
Comfort him, his Corps have no other Burial but 
the Belly of thoſe filthy Batts, that ſeem now 
frady to deyour us alive, A little Water wou'd 
: perhaps 
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I: - perhaps Refreſh him in his Bed of Languiſh- 
q ing Sicknefs, but his . not permitting 
1 him to fetch it, he will ſee himfelf conſum d 
by a heat without Remedy, and all his Diſtreſ. 
ſes will be extream, Let us therefore ſave 
our ſelves from this fate, and for à more hap. 
py Society. We have Philoſoph& among us, 
who they ſay, love their Liberty; with all our 
Hearts, let. them enjoy it. The Iſle is their 
own, and they may be as free as they pleaſe 
in theſe Foreſts. They need not fear that any 
| Nymph will come and trouble the Pleaſures of 
their Contemplative Life: As for us, Cet us go 
and ſubmit to the agreeable Yoak (if ãt muſt 
be a Yoak) the amiable Yoak of thoſe whoſe 
Victorious Charms ought, in my Opinion, to 
be preferable to the moſt ſweet Oil of our Tur- 
tles : But we loſe Time, we have ſaid enough 
on this Subject; Follow me, my Friends, and 
let us immediately think of what we, ought to 

+ | do, in order to our Departure. 
he truth is, we roſe up all haſtily, and 2s 
- if-the queſtion had been decided* by an Ora- 
cle, not a Word was ſaid, but of refitting 
the Bark, and prepare. things. Neceſſary for 
ont Voyage However I made a new Propo- 
tion to gain Time, but they wou'd not hear- 
ken to me, and 'twas reſolw'd we ſhou'd re 
embark the next time the Moon was at the 
Full. „ 1 . 
Since nothing coud happen worſe tos me 
than to Live and Die alone in an Iſland of the 
other World; I reſolv'd, yet not witlſout ſome 
contrary Reflection, to go with them. The da 
pre fix d arriving, we bad this Charming Iſland 
idieu, and with the Iſland, what is worſt ol 
4%, we bad adieu te our true and noble Title: 
| 7 
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of Freemen , to become e er long the Sport and 
Prey of a little Scoundrel Tyrant. 7 


I have already ſhewn, that the day before our 


s, to inform all ſuch as might one time or othe: 


But that being very ſhort, and containing ſome 

eneral Things, I had a mind before our ſe- 
ond Departure, to add ſome Particulars in a 
ittle Writing, a Copy of which I have here 
ery freely inſerted. If the Reader is of Opi- 
ion, that it breaks off the Thread of the Hi- 
ory, it is eaſie for him to turn over and paſs 
. by, and he will ſoon come at what he ſeeks 
er. | 


rſt Departure, we left a little Monument behind 


happen to Land in this Iſle of our Adventures: 
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. ＋ tber wilt, this weak and ſight Monument. 


FRANCIS LEGUAT, 


Who no vrites theſe Lines with bis own Hand, 
| Was born and honourably bred, | 
Tn the good and little Province of Breſſe ſe; 
Which our Pradeceſſors call'd the Country of the 
Sebuſians ſome thouſands of years agoe. 
Tis a fruitful Peninſula, ⁊ 
Form'd by the Rhoſne and the Saane, 
And bleſt with the moſs benign Aſpectsof the Father of Nature, 
There I liv d Innocently in Proſperity and Peace, 
hen an Irruption of wild Beaſts, | 
Which roſe out of the bottomleſs Pit, 
Like a Vomit of Fire, 
Impetuouſly falling from the horrible Veſuvius, 
Cruelly plunder d my Habitation. 
A little after a Hurricane quite over-whelm'd it, 
And Tranſported me and ſeveral of my Coountrymen 
Into the Kepublich, bleſt by Heaven, 
Which is Famous all over the World, 
By the Name of 


HOLLAND. 


I ſcarce recover d of i Fright I was in, 
Which ſeem'd to me to be the effects of a Dream, 
When a Voice call d me © 
From within a Ship then ready to Sail. 
II 
And after a long and dangerous Voyage, 
I as 3 to this Iland with my Companions, 
Whoſe Names are not unknown to thee ; 


All 


And | 
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And one of whom is departed a Moment ſince 
For his true Country, | 
Me have ſeen in this delicious Abode, 
uo he Revolutions of Years, 
Which I thought was a little Golden Age; 
I, who in an Age of Reflection, 
Deſire nothing more than what c truly Neceſſary : 
But my Companions who were but juſt 
| Coming into the World, 
And knew not the little worth of it, 
Cry d, that they wou'd have Wives. 
Wives ! {aid they, the only Foy 
| Of Man, 
hy | And the Maſterpiece of the Creator. 
; The Latent Fire of their Imaginations kindled, 
| They wou d have Wives. 
And ſuch was the wretched Bridge they made themſelves, 
To paſs over it in queſt of the Soveraign Good, 
TI muſt therefore ſtay here alone, 
Or ſuffer my ſelf to be torn away from my Repoſe, 
| By the Violence of the Torrent, 
Which drove me into a thouſand Dangers. 
Pity my Deſtiny I pray thee, 
| Thou Dear Confident of my Adventures; 
And let no more hurt ever happen to thee, 
Than what I wou'd do thee ! 
| Further, 
T cou d not leawe thee this Memorial, 
In a more Univerſal and more Noble Tongue, 
Than that of Glorious and Formidable France, 
My Dear and Deſolate Country. 
Given in the Palace of the Eight Kings of Rodrige, 
The Twenty Firſt of the Month we call May, 
And the Year which the Chriſtians, Succeſſors to the 
= Iſraelites, 
ompute to be One thouſand fix kundred ninety three, 
4 Afterthe coming of the AH, 


% 
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The fourth Year of the Reign 
Of the Moſt Wiſe, and moſt Mighty Princes, 
WILLIAM and MARY, 
Defenders of the Faith ; 
Reſtorers of Religion, | 
And of Liberty when they were ſhaken in 3 
In that Lear of the World which no true Learned Man 
Will ever be ſo bold as to pretend to Deſign. 
Thou 
* Little and lovely Iſland, 
I wou'd render thee famous above all the Iſles of the Eaſt, 
If my Power was an{werable to my Will: 
My Mouth confeſſes from the abundance of my Heart, 
That my Soul is touch d with Sorrow, 
Now I am about to leave thy wholeſom Air, 
Thy good Palm-Wine, thy excellent Melons 3 
Thy Solitaries ; thy Lamentines ; 
Thy Hills always Verdant ; 
The clear Water of thy Rivers ; 
Thy fruitful and ſmiling Sun: 
And all thy Innocent and Rare Delights. 
Can I forget the precious Treaſure of Liberty? 
| Thou ſhalt never be call'd Barren, 
Since thou broughteſ# us forth Plenty of exquiſite Meats ; ; 
And at the Day of Eternal Doom, 
Anuew IS A A C who has been ſown in my 
I thy Earth, 
Shall riſe to Immortality and Glory. 
O Je, moſt deſirable among the 
Daughters of the Ocean ! 
How many good and laudable Things may be ſaid if Thee ! 
May a wiſer and happier People than Me, 
One day Cultivate with Foy thy fertile Soil; 
And without Interruption, enjoy all thy Natural "Riches, 
May that People Multiply ! 
May they Proſper without Trouble and Alarms, 
Aud ng ener! in the Goverument, 


— 


Me 


et never 


Ev 


an 


of Frxaxcis Lecuar. 117 


Ever call thy Inhabitants his Inheritance, 
And never become their Enemy and Deſtroyer. 
May never King nor Viceroy ſuck thy Blood, 
Nor break thy Bones. | 


May Heaven preſerve thee from all wicked Fudges, 


From all pretended Diſtributers of Fuſtice, 


ho fit in the Seat of Diſcord, Rapine and Iniquity. 
May Heaven preſerve thee from the Pride of the Great, 


And the Wantonneſs of the Rich 
May Heaven for ever preſerve thee 


From that pernicious Race of Animals, 
Ii ho without Wiſdom, Virtue, Courage or Honour, 


Aſſume the fair Name of Noble. 
May the Cry of the Poor in Diſtreſs, 
Never be heard on thy Coaſts. 
May never Begging Ambaſſador 
Carrying on his Shoulders 


The Miſerable, Dirty Train that ſeem to follow him, 


Raiſe Pity in thy People ! 


May never any wicked Heretick, nor Orthodox Fool, 


Nor Raſcally Monk, 
Trouble thy Peace. 
May thy holy Religion never depend 
On the Sword, or on Cuſtom. 
May no Sellers and Buyers of Holy Things, 
Ever ſet foot on thy Land. 
May no Proud-youth and ignorant Declaimer, 
Ever ſound his poor Orations in thy Land, 
Nor his Antichriſtian Satyrs 
Under the Name of Preaching. 


May no unskilful Copyiſt, nor bold Parrot, 


Hawe the liberty to pretend to teach thy People. 
May thy ſacred Sanctuaries, 

(The Palaces of the Holineſs of the Almighty,) 
Never be miſerably chang d | 

Into Theaters, Shops, and Retreats for Robbers. 


let never Diſpute upon a Word, create Schiſm, Hatred or 


- Cruelty 
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Cruclty among thy Children. 
Let never any fooliſh or ſuperſtitious Bigot, 
Corrupt or diſhonour the Divine Laus, 
By his Trifles or Fables. 
Never let any Man by his extravagant Devotion, 
Expoſe Piety to Laughter, 


Ner render the ſacred Truths ſuſpected, Scandalous and Ridiculons, 


To ſuch as want Knowledse and Diſcernment. 
Ma) Heaven to the end of the World preſerve thee 
From all thoſe preſumptuous Earthworms, 
I/ho proudly boaſt they can explain Myſteries, 
And pretend to Embelliſh Faith and Worſhip, 

According to their Folly or Raſhmeſs. 


Muy no Aſtrologer ever be permitted in thy Common-wealth. 


No learner of Paſſages out of Homer, 
No Slave of muſty Otho's, 
No Searcher after the Philoſophers Stone, 
1 No Poetaſter. | 
And may no Man be ever fo Ridiculoms, 
As to hope to get Honour by vain Sciences, 
Or other ſuch like things which he has Learn'd, 


Aud of which wiſe Men know only enough to deſpiſe them. 


Mayſt thou ever be defended 
From the poor and wretched Set; of Antiquaries. 


A Race of Munkey's, Parrots, and not of Reaſonable Creatures. 


5 May no mad Pedant | 
Ever Dedicate,within the Bounds of thy Coaſts, 
The ſhort courſe of his Life, 
(TFdich ought to be imploy'd about Important Duties) 
Toſuch ſort of Studies that bring no Content to the Mind, 
And that are made Famous only | 
By miſerable Cuſtom, 
Founded upon popular Prejudice. 
May never any Echo of the Multitude, 
Be taken vy thee for any thing elſe but an Echo : 
Muy no Hencurable Robber or Murderer 
Set up the obliging Trade 
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To cheat thee of thy Money, 
By ſhortning with Impunity the Days of thy 
Inhabitants, 
After having a long time kept them on the 
Rack in a Bed of Sickneſs. 
May no unprofitable Viſiters 
Ever come to diſturb the good Employments 
¶ thy Sages. 
May never Dragoons, nor Highneſſes, nor Monks, 
Nor Louvres, nor Dungeons, | 
Nor Repriſals, nor Complements, 
Nor Slawery, nor troubleſome Faſhion, 
| Nor Powder for the Cartridge or Dreſſing-Box, 
Ny | Ever be known 
Among thy Peaceable, Reaſonable, and Happy Society; 
May ſe thou ever be free 
From Fraud, Ambition, Avarice, 
Thranny, and all Villany. 
\ Ma 
Virtue, Wiſdom, Trath, Fidelity, Innocence, 
Fuſtice, Safety, Abundance, | 
Hap pineſs, Peace and Foy, 
Make thy Il, 7555 eſtrial Paradiſe the Deſire Ire or 
Envy of all Men, 
As a Taſt or Semblance 
Of the Paradiſe which the Angels 
| Inhabit. 
As J had done writing theſe my Vows for this charm- 
ing Iſle, I remember'd I had read in the Hiſtory of 
, W's War with the Vandals, Written by Precopins ; that 
” Evben that Author was in Africa with Beliſarias, he found 
in a City of Namidia, two Stone Pillars, on which was 
Ingrav'd this Inſcription in the Phænician Tongue; We 
ire ſome of thoſe that fled from Joſhua the Great Robber, 
had neither Stone nor Marble to make any thing like 
2 Pillar; but having a ſmall piece of Vellom which 


Way laſt as _ as Braſs, 5 twas kept in the Vial 1 
14 | hav - 


ons, 
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have ſpoke of, I made a Draught of a Pillar after my 


Way; on the top I plac'd the Croſs and Thorns off -—- 
our Tribulations , wrote our Names on one fide, and] — 


theſe words on the other. | 
The Great Loyola. 


We are ſome of thoſe 
Hundreds of Thouſands 
To whom Wings have been given 
Eſcape the furious Dragoons 
7 | 
But after J had a little reflected upon it, two thing], / 
oblig'd me to blot out this Inſcription. Firſt, Ithought 
the Compariſon was not very Juſt : And Secondly. | 
imagin'd it might diſpleaſe the Feſuits, a Venerable S0. 
Ciety , ſomewhat falſe and Dangerous, tis true; bu 
my Companions and I were very much oblig'd to them, F 
I therefore took away this Inſcription, and put two 
Verſes of Virgil in the place of it; which repreſent our 
Condition plain enough, as the Reader may fee by 
looking upon the Pillar here preſented to him. I do 
not love Latin in French Books, and indeed I have a. 
moſt forgot all I knew of that Language, but tis dit 
_. ficult to Tranſlate theſe Verſes, without taking away 
their Force and Beauty. 
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J length the time for our Departure 
came, when having recommended 


our ſelves to the Almighty Power, 
which even the Winds and Seas obey, 
we re- embark d on our poor Gally the 21ſt 1 
of May, 1693. At firſt we only made uſe of 
our Oars, little or no Wind being ſtirring ; 
and alſo that we might more exactly ob- | 
ſerve the Sea-Marks we had ſet up, by which 
means we in a ſhort time ſafely paſs'd the Rocks 
and Shoals : But a Moment after, one of our 
H MOars broke, as we were endeavouring to a- 
oid the Rapidity of a Current which _ 
Ee” > Cn og | | ve 
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have hurry'd us into a dangerous Eddy ; and 
the Calm rendring our Sails uſeleſs, we thought 
we muſt inevitably periſh. True it is, we 
were all ſeiz'd with a great fright, and I dare 
| fay, not one amongſt us but wou'd have pre- 
fer'd a favourable Wind to the fineſt Woman in 
the World. At laſt a ſmall Gale aroſe, which 
aſſiſted by our other Oar, help'd us to eſcape 
the Rock. There was another Rock about two 
Leagues off, rowards which the Current, which 
was ſtronger than the Wind, was driving us; 


but the time we had to refit our Oar, made us 


ikewiſe to eſcape that Danger. I am aſham'd to 
tell that ſuch — the blindneſs of our Own- 
ers, that they had not provided us above two 
Oars : They thought, I ſuppoſe, that Precauti- 
on wou d have been needlefs, becauſe they 
reckon'd upon a Trade-wind, which woud in. 
| fallibly have blown in our Poop ; but it was well 
for us, this inſtrument of our Deliverance was 
refitted, otherwiſe we had certainly gone to 
the Bottom, the Current dragging us along 
with Rapidity, in ſpite of the ſmall Gale that 
aſſiſted us. The Sea which daſh'd impetuouſly 
againſt the Rock we were apprehenſive of, 
roar'd terribly ;- and the diſmalneſs of the Night 
redoubled our Fears and Apprehenſions; nay, 


— * . o * f 
to compleat our Miſery, the violent agitation o 


our Veſſel made us ſo Sea-ſick,that we had hard- 
ly any Strength left; and our Interpreter ＋ 
ſelf, the Champion that had put himſel at 
the Head of his Party, remain d motionleſs in 
the Hold of the Ship. Then both he and the 
other contrivers of this Enterprize, had rea- 
ſon to be convinc'd of the vanity of their 
Imaginations, in that they had form'd . 
themſelves an dea of the eaſineſs of thi 
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nd Paſſage, while not one of them but wou d 
cht willingly have return'd immediately back, had 
we ſuch a deſign been Practicable. But we were 
re forc'd to continue in this ſad Condition, from 
re- eleven a Clock at Night, to two in the Morn- 
in ing; at which time we found we had paſs'd all 
ich the Rocks, by reaſon we heard no more the 
pc Waves beat againſt them. We had hitherto 
wo i ply d our Oars only, but now we began to. 
ich make uſe of our Sails, and take a little Breath. 
us; Next day we had the Wind very Variable, and 
us for ſix days after, it was altogether againſt us; 
| to ¶ which as we ſince underſtood, is not a little ex- 
vn- traordinary in thoſe Seas. I remember we 
wo Iſl were oblig'd to throw our boil'd Proviſions o- 
uti- © ver-board being full of Worms, and reſerv'd 
hey N only a little Lamantin (a ſort of Fiſh) broil'd, 
in. ¶ and ſome Water-Melons, of which we reſolv'd 
vell ¶ to content our ſelves with two or three Oun- 
was ces a Day, to lengthen out our miſerable 
to Lives, in caſe we ſhou'd have the Misfortune 
ong to over-ſhoot Ifle Maurice, which was the 
that MW neareſt Land to us, and whither we were 
uſly EU bound. This doubt of ours was well groun- 
of, ded, and 'twas no leſs than a Miracle, that we 
ight lit upon that Iſland, as I ſhall ſatisfie you more 
nay, at large | rid The Wind which we had 
n of had almoſt” always contraghy even to the be- 
ard- I ginning of the eighth day of our ſetting Sail, 
um- I was ſucceeded by a violent Tempeſt. The day 
if at began bright enough, but towards Noon the 
ſs in Heavens lour'd, and pour'd down ſuch a 753 
the ſdigious quantity of Water, that our ſmall VeF- 
el had been ſoon fill'd with it, had not we la- 
bour'd inceſſantly at the Pump. This Rain 
aſted above four Hours without any other 
torm ; but as ſoon as Night came, the Wind 
F | aroſe, 
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aroſe, and that feeble Light we had remaining, 


was foliow'd by a profound Obſcuriry. 
The Tempeſt encreaſing, we were oblig'd to 


ſtrike our M:in-Sail ; and as we con'd not keep 


ur Lights in, and conſequently not conſul: 
our Compaſs, we made bur little way, and ſuf- 
fer'd our ſelves to be driv'n before the Wind 
with our Fore- Maſt up. The Night not conti- 


nuing equally dark, we cou'd ſometimes ob- 


ſerve the Vane, which we endeayour'd not to 
loſe ſight of, becauſe if we had not taken par- 


betw 
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nough, but then we were under the Condud 


in the Hold of the Ship, occaſion'd, as we 2 
terwards underſtood, by the Water's ſquaſhing 


ticular care to manage the Waves, one of 
them wou'd have been ſufficient to have over- 
ſet us. What gave us the more reaſon to ap- 
prehend this danger, was, that our Veſſel was 
Deck'd only at one end, as I have already ob- 
ſerv'd, a fault committed thro' vain Hopes, 
that we ſhou'd always have fair Weather, but 
we found our ſelves very much our in bur Cal- 
culation, for this Night was the moſt dreadful 
that cou d be imagin d. The Hurricane we un. 
derwent between the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the Iſland of Maſcaregna, had been terrible e. 


of Experienc'd Seamen ; and our Veſſel wa 
much better provided to reſiſt a Storm than 
this poor Cock-Boat, whole deplorable Con: 
dition my Pen is not able to deſcribe. Amidf 
theſe Obſcurities, the Heavens once more 
pour'd down a Deluge upon us, which indeed 
was like to overturn us. The Winds which : 
{mall ſhower ſometimes abates, became nov 
but more furious: Sometimes we were liftel dove al 
up to the Skies, and then immediately precip! Which 
tated to the profoundeſt Abyſs. A certain Noik o _ 
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e. between two Planks, made the moſt Courage- 
5M ous of us ſquaul out from time to time, think- 
to ing it was our laſt Moment, each Shock ma- 
eb king us believe the Veſſel was about to Split. We 
un look d upon preſent Death as inevitable; we 
uf. had loſt our Route, and according to our Cal- 
ind J culation, there was no likelihood of meeting 


either with Iſle Maurice, or any other Land. 
Ob. Being under Deſpair, we knew not what to do, 
and debated whether we ſhou'd forſake the 
Helm, and without relying any longer on Hu- 
mane Endeavours, wait amidft our Prayers for 
our laſt Moment ; but it was carry'd, it was our 
Duty to make our utmoſt efforts to the end. 
wall This made us recolle& our Courage, and ſome 
od. prepar d to Swim at ſuch time as the Ship ſhou'd 
be {wallow'd up. 
dul Whilſt we were under this Dilemma of Life 
Cal and Death, the Sun began to brighten the Ho- 
dfn, and the rage of the Wind ceas d. The 
un- Sky clear d up, and the Light as a Meſſenger 
anallof good News, made us to perceive a large 
e e. Cape, which belong' d to Iſle Maurice. This 
dual sight caus d no ſmall Joy among us, and as e- 
\ wxfſfiery one diſengag'd himſelf from his Cloak, 
chaff} where we had as it were buried our ſelves in 
expectation of Death, one might reaſonably have 
taken us for ſo many Perſonꝭ newly riſen from 
the Dead. Hope ſoon took place of our diſ- 
mal Apprehenſions, and Strength returning to 
Ius at the ſame time with our Joy, we began to 
make Reflections at our eaſe. But we did & 


liftenlabove all omit to admire the Divine Providence 


which had turn'd to good, all the Misfortune 
of that terrible Storm; for doubtleſs if we had 


ve att been forc'd out of the Route we propos d 
aſhinF'2 our ſelves, we had never lit on the Ifland 


here we deſign'd to Land. About 
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About five at Night, on the 29th of Moy, 
and the ninth Day after our ſetting Sail, we ar- 


riv'd in a ſmall Bay of Iſle Maurice. We went 


up a tolerable large River with the Tide, and 


Landed at a Place agreeable enough, at the foot 
of a ſmall Mountain all cover'd with Trees, 


We had been ſo tumbled in our poor Weather- 


ſhew by what follows. 


beaten Bark, that we ſtagger'd about like fo 
many Drunken Men, and were hardly able to 
keep our Legs, nor reſiſt this kind of Vertigo; 


but a good Sleep, with ſome Refreſhments. that 


Hunting furniſh'd us with, ſoon brought us to 
our ſelves again. Thus we eſcap'd the Deſarts 


of Rodrigo, and the great Hazards of a terrible 


Storm. But alas! Our new Iſland was no Port 
of Safety to us, for we got free of theſe Dan- 
gers, only to fall into greater, as we ſhall 
Being thus a little come to 
re-enter'd our Veſſel, and coaſted along the 
Iſland in ſearch of ſome Inhabited Place. At- 
ter five or ſix Toychings on the Coaſt, where 


our ſelves, we 


we always lay a Night or two, we came at 


length to the Black-River, where we found three 


or four Huts inhabited by Dutch Families, 


who receiv'd us very kindly. Theſe People 
have diſcover'd and cultivated as much Land, 
as they thought fit in a pleaſant and fertile 
Valley. Their Gardens abound with ourPlants, 
as well as thoſe of the dies, and they have 
a particular fancy for Planting Tobacco. Their 
Back-yards are full of our Poultry, which was 
no ſmall Pleaſure for us to fee, after the long 
Reſidence we had made in our Iſland, where 
we had hardly met with any thing we ever 
ſaw before. I believ'd my Companions, who 
had been ſo long diſus'd from Women, wou'd 
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of Francis LEGuar. 
not be able to contain themſelves, when they 


again beheld thoſe amiable Objects, or atleaſt 
that they wou'd ſurfeit themſelves with Iooking 


nd when I found they were no more mov'd 
„e MI wich chem, than with the ſight of Cows :' 80 
l 5 true it is, the ſhadow of Enjoyment many times 


| 10 morti fies the ſtrongeſt Inclinations. The Huts 


LA 


on them; but I was not a little miſtaken, 


of this little Colony were cover'd, in like man- 


ner with ours, with Plantane- Leaves, but then 


larger, becauſe this Iſland is leſs expos'd than 


Toa Rodrigo to Whirl-winds and Tempeſts. 

'" Theſe geod People live partly upon Hun- 
ble . 28 5 
on ung, having Dogs proper for that Sport. Af- 
ter we had continu'd with them about a Month, 

we" five of our Company were pitch'd upon to go 


The Place where he Reſides, bears the Name 
a of Frederic Henry, and lies on the South-Eaſt of 


Af. the Iſland, about 28 Leagues from where we 


were. His Name was Rodolfe Diodati, and he 
was born at Geneva. Whilſt our Deputies were 
going in ſearch of him (one of which by the 
by was like to ſtarve in the Woods, having 


zreſs round the Iſland, which he was accuſtom'd 
to make every year. As ſoon as I came to 
know it, I went with the other Perſon that re- 
ain'd with me, and beg'd his Protection, which 


and gave me a kind Reception. When he 
and his Attendants had heard our Story, and 
conſider d our poor Veſſel, they cou'd not but 
wonder at our raſh Undertaking. The Go- 
iernor promis'd to ſend us an Anchor, — A 

ort 


he granted with all the Civility I could deſire, 


%% the Roofs were higher, and the Rooms much 


and give the Governor Advice of our Arrival. 


ſtray'd from his Companions) he happen'd to 
paſs by the Place where we were, in his Pro- 
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Port on the North-Weſt ſide of the Ifland, 
which, he ſaid,we might make uſe of, as occaſi- 
on ſhou'd ſerve, in our way to his Lodge, ſo the 
Houſes of the Governors of theſe Itlands are 
call'd after what manner ſoever they are built, 
He aſſur' d us at the ſame time, we ſhou'd want 
fror nothing, and added we might thus wait at 
. leaſure for a Veſſel that wou'd arrive in 2 


ſhort time. | 
Upon theſe good Words, which he repeated 


ſeveral times, we left the Black River, where 


our Companions had juſt joyn'd us, and ſoon 
got to the North-Weſt Port. As 'a fore-run- 
ner of the Misfortunes we were yet to undergo, 
we found no Anchor there, as the Governor 
had promis'd, bur inſtead thereof perceiv'd we 


e 


us, how we were to continue our Voyage to 
the Lodge by Water, they let us know we 
_ muſt reſolve to carry our ge by Land as 
far as Flac, a ſmall Village eight Leagues off, 
where the Company have a Garden. As this was 
a Force-put, we immediately refolv'd to un- 
dergo what wes impos'd on us, and tranſport- 
ed our Goods in ſeven or eight Turns; but 
which were very fatiguing, and wherein we 
many times loſt our way by traverſing untrack'd 
Foreſts. BE; 4 

Before we continue the thread of this Rela- 


tion, it will not, I imagine, be foreign to the 


purpoſe, to acquaint you that as ſoon as we 
arriv'd at the Lodge, we found the Surgeon of 
our Veſſel, one Clas, there, with the Sieur 
Jaques Gaiguer, one of thoſe Pilgrims for- 
merly mention'd, whom Valleau, our Captain, 
had fore d from us at Rodrigo. He had his * 
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ſons for playing us that Trick, and I ſuppoſe 
he had others for leaving Gaiguer and Clas 
in Iſle Maurice. For my part I ſha'n't trou- 
ble my ſelf to dive into theſe Matters; I 
ſhall only tell you in a word or two, what theſe 
two. Men told us. They acquainted us, that 
a little after they had weigh'd Anchor in the 
Bay of Rodrigo, the Captain open'd .our Let- 
ters, read them without ſcruple to the whole 


Ships Crew, and afterwards threw them over- 


board : Whatever Complaints we made con- 
cerning this ill Treatment, had no effect upon 
him, and, to ſay Truth, we expected no better 
from him. They inform'd us likewiſe, that 
two days after their Arrival at Iſle Maurice, Val- 
kau continuing there at the ſame time, an Eu- 
gliſh Captain chanc'd to come in with his Boat, 
having lav d himſelf from Ship-wreck with his 


or 


whole Crew, when his Ship bulg'd on the 


Sands near Rodrigo: That the ſaid Captain pro- 


pos'd to Valleau to go to the ſaid Ship, which 


yet appear'd above Water, and ſee if they cou'd 
fave. any of the Merchandize ; that Valleau 
conſented, and the two Captains with their 
reſpective Crews, took Oaths reciprocally to 
keep the Secret. Valleau, who was oblig'd to 
giye an account of his Actions to the Govery 
nor of Iſle Maurice, then the Sieur Lamocius, 
thought to conceal his Deſigns, by telling him 
the eight Adventurers he had left at Rodrigo, 


being like to ſtand in need of Neceſſaries, he 


could not but eſteem it the greateſt Charity 
to ſend them ſome ſpeedy Relief; and at the 
ſame time gave in a Liſt of ſuch things as he 
believ'd we wanted. This weigh'd very much 


with the Governor, to whom we had been ear- 


neſtly recommended by the Governor of the 


Caps 
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Cape of Good Hope, and thereupon the former 
immediately order'd our ſmall Veſſel to be la- 
den with Deer, Calves, Goats, Hogs, Turkeys, 
Ducks, Poultry, Citron-Trees, Orange Trees, 


Ananas, Banane-Trees , Vine-Plants, Tobacco, 


Potatoes, Rice, Millet, and other Trees, Fruits 
and Grains in great abundance. But all this 
was only a Pretence in our good Captain; for 
either out of Malice or Avarice, he deprivd 
us of every Jot of thoſe good things had been 
fo charitably ſent us. This, it may be, caus d 
his Enterprize to Miſcarry; for after he had 
fail'd ſeveral times to and fro in fight of our 
Iſland, and rounded the Bulg'd Ship as many, 
he was roughly repuls'd by the revenging 
Waves, and cou'd not recover the leaſt part of 
what he pretended to. This is what we .learnt 
from the Sieur Gaiguer and Clas: Now let us re- 
turn to our unfortunate Adventures. 
Fobn de la Haye our Gold-ſmith, having ſe⸗ 
veral ponderous Tools which incommoded 
him, he reſolv'd to ſell part of them to one of 
the ſame Trade, whom he met with at the 
North-Weſt Port. Among theſe Tools was that 
fatal Lump of Amber-greece formerly men- 
tion'd, which had been found- at Rodrigo, and 
weigh'dabout ſix Pounds. La Haye having ask d 
the Gold-fmith what it was, he anſwer'd cold- 
ly, it was a fort of Gum made ule of in the 
Iſle of Maurice, inſtead of Pitch, and that 
great quantities of it were to be met with about 
certain Trees, but that it was worth little of 
nothing. La Haye giving credit to this Ac- 
count, and having no occaſion for Pitch him- 
ſelf, he let the Gold-ſmith have it into the Bar- 
gain, only he kept two or three ſmall pieces out 
of Curioſity. | | | 
| Next 
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of FAANCIS LEGuAT. 
Next day ſomebody having inform'd him 
that this inſignificant Gum was really Amber- 
greece he went, in all haſt, to the Gold-ſmich 
to demand the lump of Pitch again of him; 
but he anſwer'd, he had pitchd his Pails with 
it, and therefore cou'd not reſtore it to him. 
This occaſion'd great Heats, and they parted 


with a great deal of Anger, the former threat- 


ning the latter, to complain of him to the Go- 
vernor. Now as the Gold-ſmith that bought 
this Amber-greece, had ſeveral times found of 


it at Iſle Maurice, and knew that the Inhabi- 


tants were forbid either to buy or ſell it, under 
ſevere Penalties, being oblig d to carry all they 
got to the Company, and part with it at a cer- 
tain rate; he to prevent poor La Haye, went 
immediately and carry'd the lump of Amber- 
greeceto the Governor, telling him after what 
manner it came to his Hands. La Haye hearing 
this, went likewiſe and made his Complaint, 
but the unjuſt Judge being prepar'd, and Self- 
intereſted, aſſur d him that lump of he knew not 
what, wasno Amber-greece, but a certain Gum 
of little or no value, and which he knew by 
Experience. La Haye reply'd, he had reſerv'd 
ſeveral Pieces of it, to juſtifie the truth of what 
he aſſerted, and therefore demanded Juſtice ; 
What further plainly ſhew'd ic to be trye Am- 
ber-greece, was, that certain days after the Con- 
teſt, the Gold- ſmith that purchas'd it for Pitch, 


had been ſo unadvis d as to offer 60 Crowns 
for the pieces that remain'd, which we look d 


upon as done by the Governor's Order, who 
could now no longer diſſemble his Sentiments. 
It appear'd by their Subtleties, that the greateſt 


part of this Amber-greece had been melted, no 
body knowing what to make of it, and chat 


K 2 only 


the very Minute it was brought into the Hutt 


| for the Wrong hg did, firſt to us that had _ 
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only a ſmall piece remain'd, which being pro- 
duc'd, was adjudg'd to belong to the Company, 
and ſent to Batavia, He of our. Companions 
that was a Druggiſt, and very skillful in his 
Profeſſion, had learnt at Rodrigo that this lump 
was really Amber-greece, but he diſſembled 
what he knew, and pretended in ſpite of our 
Suſpicions that it was no ſuch thing, out of 
hopes, I ſuppoſe, that he might one day have 
an opportunity to appropriate it to himſelf. 
This was ſo much the greater Villany, in that 
it not only occaſion'd us the Misfortunes that 
happen'd afterwards to us, but likewiſe de- 
priv'd us of an Opportunity of enriching our 
ſelves by ſearching for more Amber-greece, 
which we might undoubtedly have found in 


| ng quantities in that Iſland, during the 


ay of two years we made there ; beſides, 
tis likely we might have ſtay'd much longer 
there on that account. I could bring divers 
other Reaſons to prove that the Druggiſt mult 
needs have known it was Amber-greece from 


at Rodrigo by La Haye, but I ſhallinſiſt no more 
upon that Point. I have already told you, 
the firſt time we ſaluted the Governor, he re- 
ceiv'd us with great Civility, and promis d us 
all the beſt Treatment we cou'd deſire; but 25 
ſoon as ever this buſineſs happen'd we were at 
a Loſs for all thoſe fine Promiſes, As ws 
could not attribute this alteration in his Hu 
mour to any Diſreſpect we ſhow'd him ws did 
not doubt but he was chagrin'd on account o 
miſ-carrying his Point. He had reaſon to ap 
prehend we might relate this Story at Batavia 
and that the Company might call him to accoun 
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this Amber-greece in an Iſland that belong'd 
to no body, and conſequently we qught to 
have been left quiet poſſeſſors of it; And Se- 
condly to the Company, in caſe it had been ad- 
judg'd to have been their Right. All this con- 
ſider d, made him to form a barbarous Reſolu- 
tion againſt us, as ſhall appear hereafter. The 
firſt Injuſtice he did us, was to ſeize upon our 
Veſſel without letting us know a word of it, 
and the ſecond was burning it. | 

Inſtead of reſtoring our Sails, which were 
made of a good piece of Flanders Cloth, he 
gave them to his Hunts-Men to make Cloaths, 
od this notwithſtanding all we could ſay to 
im. | 

He began likewiſe to give us Inſtances of his 
Hatred and Malice, by lodging us in a Hutt 
where we had nothing ſent us to eat, but what 
the Company's Servants had left. 
Afterwards he kept us in a manner Priſo- 
ners, by forbidding us to go beyond our Hut 
above a thouſand Paces. He took the only Ser- 
rant that remain'd to us, away from us, and 
iſted him in the Company's Service; ſo that he 
whom we had brought from Rodrigo, having 
Ikewiſe joyn'd with him, our Number was re- 
luc'd to Five. | ES 
Theſe methods of Proceeding, ſo contrary 
o the Civility we at firſt receiv'd, gave us rea- 
on to apprehend that worſe would follow: 
Nevertheleſs, we rely'd entirely upon Provi- 
lence, which had hitherto aſſiſted us in all our 
alamities. | | 
But as in all Societies there are ſome Spirits 
nore reſtleſs and impatient than the reſt, two 
f our Number, viz. the Sieurs La Caſe and 
ard, projected to retrieve our ill Circumſtan- 
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diers to ſeize on us, who Conducted all five in 
to his Preſence. The firſt words he ſpoke wer 
do juſtifie us Three that were Innocent, decla 
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ces by a Proceeding; that to ſpeak Truth, was 
not Altogether Juſt. This was, as a Repriſal 
for our Veſſel and-Sails, to ſeize upon one of 
the Company's Chaloupes, and make our eſcape 


to Maſcaregna, which was not above 25 Leagues 


from Iſle Maurice. Now as they thought, what- 
ever colour they might give to their Deſign, 
the two others and I would never approve of 


it, they did not think to let us know any thing 


of the matter: However, as they could not 
well execute their Purpoſe without Aſſiſtance, 
they apply'd themſelves to a Soldier of the Com- 
pany's, one John Namur, who had "giv'n them 
to underſtand, he was not over-well pleas'd with 
the Governor. This Soldier no ſooner came 
to know their Secret, but he went and acquaint- 
ed the Governor with the Propoſal had been 
made him, adding, that three of our Number 
were entirely Innocent, and knew nothing of 


the Plot. Some Weeks paſs'd before the Go- 


vernor took any notice of what had been Re- 
veal'd to him, cauſing, nevertheleſs, our Con- 
duct to be ſtrictly obſerv'd, eſpecially that ot 
the Accus'd : But perceiving at length that no 
thing came of all his Politicks, and fearing il 
he delay'd any longer, he might altogether be 
depriv'd of his Revenge, he on the 15th of 7: 
nuary in the Night, ſent a Troop of arm'd Sol 


ring he allalong knew we were guflcleſs, anc 
therefore had nothing to ſay to us. After hi 
ving put ſomequeſtions to the other Two, the) 
own'd ingenuouſly the Deſign they had, bu 
added withal, that the Veſſe] we had loſt wa 
more worth than the Chaloupe they deſign 
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to take, inſinuating moreover that their In- 
tention was to pay for it, as the Soldier him- 


ſelf confeſs d. We were, however, all hurry'd 


away together, both Innocent and Guilty, to 
an obſcure Priſon which I may well call a 
Dungeon, and there laid in Srombs. Theſe 
Stombs are a ſort of Stocks compos'd of two 
thick Beams of Wood, which having two Semi- 
circular Holes made in them, were let down up- 
on our Ancles ; moreover, we were to lie up- 
on the Ground with our Heels higher than our 
Heads, which is a Poſture you may conceive 
not very eaſie. The difference between us 
Three, and our two Comrades that had own'd 
their Crime, was, that they had the next day 
Irons of thirty Pound weight added to their 


Miſery. We continu'd in this bad Condition 
two Days and two Nights, at the end of which, 
we Three that were Innocent were ſet at Li- 
berty. We were immediately carry'd to the 
| Governor as before, who declar'd to us anew, 
[that our Innocence was well known to him, 
and that we had been entirely clear'd both by 


the Accuſer and the Accuſed : He added more- 


.Y over Treacherouſly, that he ſhould always have 


2 kindneſs for us, and that we ſhould find our 
Treatment anſwerable to his Promiſe at our 
firſt coming, not forgetting to inſinuate how 
much we were oblig'd to him, for thinking 
our Sails worthy to Cloath his Huntſmen, and 


Wor giving us his Servants Bones to pick, but > 


all this while he took no notice of the Injury 
and Injuſtice he had juſt done us. All theſe kind 
Promiſes however vaniſh'd in a Moment, for 
he ſoon after ſet Guards over us, who waited 
won us Day and Night. Some few days after 
ſeize upon all we 
4. had, 
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our Coft and Detriment. We were Tranſport 
cd to a Deſart and frightful Rock about two 


Hutt half ruin'd by Time, and which it w: 
impoſſible for us to Repair, having nothing t 


near three years, I mean ſuch of us as did n 
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had, Money, Arms , Husbandry-T ools? Kirchitt 
Utenſils, Bed- Cloaths, Table-Linen, and, in 
a word, almoſt all we were Maſters of; except: 
ing a little Linen, our Beds, our Cloths, and 
part of our Books. Our Gold-ſmith too had 
all the Inſtruments of his Trade taken from him 
not leaving him fo much as one: After this we 
were put into a Chaloupe together with the 
Accus d, who were ſtrip'd to their Shirts and 
loaded with Irons, without knowing what the 
intended to do wich us, but we ſoon found t 


flands, which I ſhall ſpeak of hereafter. The 
ſerled us here in a vile Hurt, built upon at 
Eminence near the Sands and Shoals, and abou 
two Paces from the Sea when it was full, an 
exactly in the ſeaſon of the Hurricanes. "Thi 


do it withal, had formerly ſerv'd for a Priſon 
ſome Criminals, whoa few years before ha 
been baniſh'd thither. 

This was the place my Lord Diodati W 
pleas'd to ſend us to, and where we continu 


die before that time. Thus we became t 
ſad Repreſentations of thoſe unhappy Flyin 
Fiſh, who have no ſooner eſcap'd the Jaw: 
one Enemy, but they fall into the Claws 
— T his wicked Governor fed us 0 

. | i Wi 


hundred Paces long, a hundred broad, and 
near two Leagues from Shoar : Here wi 
were to live, tho' it was almoſt impoflible t 
walk, by reaſon of the many Holes and ſhar 
Stones we were to tread upon. Tis true, w 
cou'd ſometimes go to ſome neighbouring 1 
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with Salt-fleſh which was often Corrupted, as 
may eaſily be imagin'd, if one conſiders the 
exceſſive Heats of theſe Countries. Our Water 
likewiſe#almoſt always ſtunk, becauſe it was 
broughr us in Veſſels that were never clean, 
and we had never enough of it neither. At 
firſt we had our Proviſions every eight Days, 
but afterwards they did not come in fifteen, 
and ſometimes in twenty, fo that we had hard- 
ly ever any Refreſhment. Thus either thro' 
the Malice of our Perſecutor, the Negligence 
of his Purveyors, or oftentimes bad Weather, 
we were oblig'd to ſtint our ſelves to ſhorter 
allowance of Meat and Drink , than we had 
ever done, however nauſeous and unhealth- 
ful the miſerable Nouriſhment was that was 
brought us: All this occaſion'd us to deſire 
Netts for Fiſhing, and Veſſels to catch Rain- 
Water in, but we were deny'd both one and 
the other. It was impoſſible but all this ill 
Uſage, and bad Diet, muſt alter our Healths, 
Jand more particularly mine, for I was then 
above three and fifty years old. Ar firſt I was 
Wattack'd wich a ſort of Malady, which we 
HFenchmen, in that Country, calld Le Perſe. 
his was a continual flux of Blood, by which 
WI was in a very ſhort time reduc'd to a very 
Mamentable Condition: My Diſtemper encrea- 
Ing to a dangerous Degree, the Governor was 
Fdvis'd of it; and deſir'd to let me be brought 
back to his Iſland: He ſent a Surgeon, who 
after he had vifited me, declar'd, I ſhould never 
recover unleſs I went a-ſhoar ; but his Opini- 
on had no better ſucceſs with the cruel Go- 
ernor, than my Prayers; for he deſir'd nothing 
ore than to ſee us all Periſh. He was conjur'd 
at length to ſend at leaſt once in — 
8 3 % TS, Ce RT = . : ome 


ſome freſh Proviſions, that I might have ſome 
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Broth made me, but which was likewiſe bar. 


| baroully refus d; ſo that wanting every thing 


in ſo ſad a Place, and ſo ſad a Condition, 


that was proper for me, I was at laſt, brought 
to Death's Door. My Cure was abſolutely de. 
ſpair'd of; but as there was no Body on that 
Rock that would undertake to diſpatch me in 
form, Nature began to fortifie her ſelf a little, 
and I quickly recover'd as it were by a Mira- 
cle. If the good Reader is touch'd to ſee me 


he will no doubt be glad to hear how in the 


Moments which I thought the laſt of my Life, 


I directed divers pious Exhortations to my 


Companions, which J truſt have not been un- 


profitable to them. Young People may think 
and talk what they pleaſe, but afrer all they 
mult die; and Happy, thrice Happy are they 
who are truly prepar'd for their laſt Hour. 
The Sieurs La Caſe and Teſtard, the two Perſons 
Accus'd, were likewiſe attack d with the ſame 
Malady ſome time after; but as they were 
young, and of a ſtronger Conſtitution than I, 
they reſiſted the Diſtemper better. We had 
continu'd in this miſerable Condition near four 
Months, when on the 15th of March, 1694. 
we ſaw a Dutch Veſſel call'd the Perſeverance 
come into the Harbour of the Iſland ; which 
according to the Law of the Country, ought 
to Tranſport us to Batavia, or the Cape, whe- 
ther Criminals or not ; but we were acquaint- 
ed by our Purveyors, that we muſt not ex- 
pect to go with that Veſſel. This made my 
wo Companions and I, who were not in the 
caſe of the Accus'd, take a Reſolution to ha- 
zard all, rather than not go a-ſhoar, while the 
Officers of the Ship newly arriv'd were there, 
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o the end that we might make our Complaints 
in their Preſence: But the execution of this 
project was highly difficult; we wanted every 
ting that Men could want; the Paſſage was 
wo Leagues, and above all, we could not 
judge whether the Current ran out to Sea or 
in Niowards the Shoar. Nevertheleſs, that there 
e, Wnight be nothing to Reproach us with, we 
ra- Mmade a Float of Sea-Weeds, and faſten'd to the 
ne two ends the two Hogſheads we kept our Wa- 
n, Wer in, when the Sieurs Be---le and La Haye, 
he thoſe two of my Companions that were Inno- 
te, cent, tho' treated like Criminals, ventur'd to 
nya upon this ſort of floating Bridge; and be- 
n- Jing better Swimmers than the reſt of us, and 
nk {more able to bear fatigue , they arriv'd ſafe 
ey Wat the Iſland in twelve Hours. 

JB They found at the Governors Houſe, who was 
ur. Wrery much ſurpriz d to ſee them, the Officers 
ns Wof the Veſſel, before whom they made their 
ne Complaints; demanding, that we ſhould be 
0 Went away purſuant to the general Orders, and 
I Wthe Cuſtom of the Company; and moreover, 
al N according to the repeated Promiſes the Gover- 
ur nor had made us. They added, That if the 
4-MAccus'd were to be retain'd, that was yet a 
ce Cauſe to be try d; but as for us that were In- 
cl! nocent, and had been ſo declar'd twenty times, 
ht we ought to be treated after another man- 
-F ner. . 

Diodati not being able to contradict this 
x- Truth, anſwer'd, He had nothing to ſay againſt 
us Three; only, if we had not been ſo well 
KY treated as we expected, we muſt impute the 
4 Cauſe to our Comrades, and that we being 
e all French, he could not truſt one more than 
e, another; a reaſon altogether Wr 

e * 
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and which was laugh'd at, as it well de 

The Officers hearing what was ſaid, and be. 
lieving ſo bold and ſincere a Proceeding as our 
ſeem'd to be, could not come but from a good 


Conſcience. they conceiv'd a good Opinion of 


us; and aitho' our Enemy the Governor had 
endeavour'd to perſwade them we were no- 
thing but Scoundrels and Villains, yet they ſay 
plainly they had been impos'd upon by him; 
however, they could do us no Service, being 
not qualify d to determine our Cauſe, only ue 
hop'd they would intercede in our behalf, and 
report the State of our Caſe to their Ma. 
ſters When our two friends found that the 
Governor pretended {till ro be apprehenſive, 
leaſt we ſhould eſcape with ſome one of hi 
Chaloupes, they cfter'd themſelves voluntarily 
to be laid in Irons again, chuſing rather to un- 
dergo any thing a-ſhoar, than be convey'dany 
more to that miſerable Rock, but even this 
was refus d: Being order'd to Priſon they were 
put in the Stombs as before, and next Morning 
early were convey'd to us, with expreſs Order 
not to ſtir from thence on the ſevereſt Penalty: 
And to the end we might no more pretend to 
come to Land, they ſent us back but one Bar- 
rel, and that without a Head. | 
The Officers were nevertheleſs ſufficiently 
inform'd of our Condition, as well by what 
they had from the Governor and our two Com- 
rades Mouths, as by a Memorial which ws 
ſlily ſlipp'd into their Hands; where, among 
other Things, they were deſir'd to make know! 
to our Relations in Holland how we far'd, that 
they might procure us an Enlargement. Theſe 
Gentlemen, mov'd at our ill Hap, were ſo kind 
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as to come and viſit us on our Rock, that 


they might more fully inform themſelves of the 


Truth of what we aſſerted. They were then 
altogether convinc'd of the Hardſhips and Bar- 
barities we underwent, and found we had in- 
ſerted nothing in our Peticion or Memorial 
but what was too true ; nay, this inhumane 
Uſage ſo incens'd them, that they vow'd to ſee 
our Grievances redrelſs'd ; and, moreover, aſ- 
ſur'd us it was no fault of theirs if they did 
not receive us on board ; but that they could 
not do it openly, without the Conſent of the 
Raſcally Governor, who, they could plainly 


perceive, was highly averſe to it. However, 


they told us, if we could ſo contrive as to get 
on board them, without any manner of Aſſi- 
ſtance of theirs, then they ſaid they both could 
and would receive us, and we ſhould be tran- 
ſported whither we pleas d. Some few Days 


after they ſent us out of Charity three hun- 


dred Weight of Rice, ſome white Biſcuit, and 
a few Bottles of Aqua Vite and Spaniſh Wine. 
All this was highly uſeful to us afterwards, 


eſpecially the Rice, which we ſometimes ſtood 


in great want of. Theſe Proviſions we took 


a great deal of care to conceal in the Holes of 


the Rock, left they ſhould come to be ſeen 
by the Seamen that broughr us our Prog, or 
leſt that malicious Devil Diodati ſhould order 
them to be taken from us. Now as our good 
Friends the Officers had promis'd to take us on 
board, in caſe we could get to their Ship 
without their Help, we, like drowning Men 
that catch at any thing, made two Attempts 
tor that purpoſe. La Caſe, who was a good 


Swimmer, us'd his Endeavours to get to them 


that way, which was yet not a little danger- 
| | | ous 
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ing on the Water on Planks, without troubling 
their Heads any farther. Moreover, twas pro- 
bable for them to imagine ſome Veſſel had 
been ſhipwreck'd, and that we five were part 


what Difficulties then will be rais'd, a way 
teWmnight have been found out to have dealt with 
them; and if any Dangers were to be appre- 
hended in Holland, or at Batavia, it is we muſt 
MWhave anſwer'd, who broke our Chains, and 
ſurpriz d our Deliverers, and not they who 
would have been ſuppos d to have known no- 
thing of the matter. But nothing of this came 
"Minto their Heads, and the poor La Caſe return'd 
he lame Evening very much 'concern'd, that 
he could not bring his end about. This ill Suc- 
eſs of his, occaſion'd others who were prepa- 
ring to attempt the ſame method of Eſcape, to 
alter their Reſolutions. 

Some few days after the Ship went and An- 
hor'd above a large League from us, yet we 
reſolv'd to. make a ſecond and new Attempt. 
For this purpoſe we ty'd all our Cheſts toge- 
ther after we had fill'd them with what we had 


he Ship while it was Night, that we might 
not be diſcover'd from the Iſland. As I was 
generally Sick, they were fain to carry me to 
the Machine, ſoon after which we put our 
elves off to Sea; but met with ſuch rapid 
urrents and Eddy's, that we thought we 
vere happy that we could get ſafe back again. 
hus we were entirely diſappointed of all Hopes 


finement by theſe means; for toon after the 
dup ſet Sail in earneſt, and we heard no _ 
—_— | : 


kfr, and made a fort of Float, thinking to reach 


of freeing our ſelves from that miſerable Con- 
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of the Crew that had labour'd to ſave our 
Lives, and ſtood in need of their Relief. Let 
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of her. One day as the Governor was going 


to be marry'd to the Daughter of an ancient In. 
habitant of the Iſland, he happen'd to be in ſo 
good a humour, that he order'd me to be 
brought a-ſhoar. TI had then languiſh'd under 
my Infirmity eight Months, which he very 
well knew. Tho' I were thus fortunate, I had 
no opportunity to ſerve my Companions, ſince 
J never ſaw the Governor; yet I reap'd thi; 
Advantage to my ſelf, that being better fed, 
and having better Air to breath in, I began to 
recover part of my former Strength. In the 
mean time my two other innocent Compani- 
ons, who ſtill remain'd with the Accus'd, ha- 
ving a long time reſiſted the Inclemencies of 
the Air by their Youth and Vigour, fell ſick 
of the ſame Diſeaſe that I had, | 
They wrote as ſoon as they poſſibly could to 
the Governor, to intreat him that they like- 
| wiſe might come a-ſhoar, offering to do any 
work for the Company without Wages, but they 
were not heard. Then they beg'd of him to 
ſend them ſome ' freſh Proviſions, which pre- 
vail'd on him one day ſo far, that he ſent them 
a Calf, giving them at the ſame time to un- 
derſtand, that if any of them all did but pre- 
ſume to come a-ſhoar on the Iſland without 
his Leave, they ſhould repent of it as long 3 
they liv' d. : | 
They continu'd in this bad Condition till the 
| Seaſon for the Rains and Winds came, which 
very much augmenred their Indiſpoſition: The 
Ninth of Febauzry, they underwent a furious 
Hurricane. That dreadtul Tempeſt, over-turnd 
the greateſt part of the Hutts, and more ſoli 
Buildings of the Ifland ; all the Plantation 
were deſtroy'd, and a great number of 1:6 
£019 
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ne corn up by the Roots. None knew where to 
In. WM ſhelter themſelves, and even thoſe that were 
{lin the ſtrongeſt Stone-Houſes, were hardly 
be ſecure. . N 1 
der What then, thought I, muſt become of my 
ey poor exif d Brethren, whereof one, the Sieur 
ad Tard, had but that day let himſelf Blood 
ice with a Pen- knife? Their vile Hut was car- 
hi ry'd away like a Reed, and what remain'd of 
ed, their Proviſions, &c. was wet by the Rain and 
to f{poil'd ; nay, twas a particular Mercy they 
the were not carry'd away themſelves by this 
ni-MVhicl-Wind ; for had not Providence direct- 
ha-Mcd them to a Hole in the Rock, or a Cave, 
of they had been in Danger. Here they peacea- 
ick Mably ſung the praiſes of the Almighty amidſt 

the Tempeſt, tho' fore afflicted with Hunger, 
to Cold and. Sickneſs : They continu'd there ewen- 
ty four Hours and above, without daring to 
peep out, during which the ſick Perſons ſut- 
fer d exceedingly. The hard-hearted Gover- 
nor nevertheleſs had no Pity upon them; on 
the contrary, two days after they had under- 
gone theſe Torments, he had the Inhumamity - 
to order, without any Reaſon or Pretence, that 
the two accus'd Perfons ſhould be chain'd to- 
gether, notwithſtanding they were already in 
Irons, and ſo weak, thro' Sickneſs, that they 
ould hardly ſtir. 
Over and above a Bloody-Flux, which one 
ad been tormented with above a year, he had 
kewiſe a lingring Conſumption. Tis true, 
hey were not thus bound above ten Days, bur 
hen they were ſtill continu'd in their firſt 
Irons ; and the ſickeſt of them was conducted 
- ſhoar and put in the Stombs in Priſon. Fif- 
een days after, the Tyrant who ſported with us, 
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juſt asa Catdoes with a Mouſe, order'd him 
to the Rock again, whatever the Surgcon could 
ſay to the contrary ; and made me be carry'd 
along with him, without ſuffering me to ſee 
or {peak with him. Altho' I was pretty well 
recover d, I was ſoon over-taken with my 


Bloody-Flux, and whatever Inſtances I could 


make to come a-ſhoar again were rejected. This 
Buſiris would needs Murther us with a ſlow Fire, 
not daring to do it all at once. | 

The Sieur Teſard, one of the Accus'd, find- 


ing his Malady encreaſe to a dangerous De- 


gree, did all he could to be likewiſe carry'd 


a- ſhoar, but in vain. He wrote Letter upon 
Letter, offer d to part with all he had in the 


World; and in fine, conſented to be laid up in 


the Stombs in Priſon if he might but have this 


Favour, bur all to no purpoſe. 

At length perceiving all his Endeavours 
fruitleſs, he reſolv'd to paſs over without leave, 
in caſe he could bring his deſigns about, and 
ſeek for that Relief in the Woods from Brutes, 
which one, who call'd himſelf a Chriſtian, re- 
fus'd ſo obſtinately. But before we enter upon 


that melancholy Adventure, and to interrupt 
a little ſo diſagreeable a Relation, I thought it 


not improper to inſert here a few Particulars of 
the Place of our Exile, and of divers Matters 
that happen'd there to us. | 

As we did all we could to divert our Me- 
lancholy, ſome amongſt us that were Ingenious, 
amus'd themſelves with making Hats of Pla 
tane-T eaves. There were ſome of theſe Trees 


in one of the two Iſlands that lay on each fide 
of our Rock, as may be ſeen by the Map. We 
could go to theſe Iſlands at low Water in the 
tall and new of the Moon, fo that it was not 
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very difficult for us to get thoſe Leaves. This 
4 Ilavention did not only ſerve to divert us, but 
e FWikewiſe procur'd us Suſtenance ; for thoſe that 
brought us our Proviſions, were ſo taken with 
our Ingenuity, that we gain'd their Affection 


/ conſiderably, by preſenting them with ſome of 
j Item. The Inhabitants of the Iſland alſo were 
Jo well pleas'd with our Work, that they ſent 


us freſh Proviſions, unknown to Diodati, in ex- 
hange for ſome of it. Theſe Refreſhments 
were a great Comfort to us, and we got ſome 
lometimes from thoſe that brought us our Salt- 
Edibles. As we had always been very deſirous 
0 take ſome Fiſh to relieve our Neceflities, 
ind were frequently refus'd even the very pie- 
es of our Netts to fiſh with, we thought of 
n Invention to ſerve us inſtead of them. 


ur Hut, we took a long Pole, and having 
ound a large Nail among the Boards, we fix'd 
t with the point outwards, at the end of the 
"ole, and with that Inſtrument darted the Fiſh 
here-ever we could fee them. Now between 
he Rock and the Road where the Veſlels ride, 
here is a large ſpace which remains dry when 
of Te Sea is gone out, as it always does at 


ances, you find Pitts of three or four Foot 
eep, where the Sea ever leaves ſome Fiſh when 


le- n "i . f 

1s retires. It was in theſe Pitts or Pools that we 
„ Irted the Fiſh we ſpeak tf. | 

dez After we had once hit upon this Invention, 


de e made ſo good uſe of it, that we never 
ye anted Fiſh : We made Proviſion of them for 
* ght or ten days, and had a way to keep them 
veet. We one day darted one, or rather 
nock'd him o'tkh' Head, that was like to have 
Xo 901 
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The Hurricane having left ſome ruins of 


e full and new Moon. There, at certain di- | 
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coſt us onr Lives: It was a frightful Sea-Ser- 
pent, which weigh'd above 60 Pound, and 
which we in our great Simplicity, took for 2 
large Lamprey or Eel. This Animal ſeem' d to 
us very extraordinary, for it had Fins, and we 
knew not that there were any ſuch Creatures 
as Sea-Serpents : Moreover, we had been ſo 
accuſtom'd to diſcover Creatures that were ney 
to us, both at Land and Sea, that we did not 
think this to be any other than an odd fort of 
Eel that we never had ſeen before; yet which 
we could not but think, more reſembled 2 
Snake than an Eel. In a word, this Mon- 
ſter had a Serpent or Crocodiles Head, and: 
Mouth full of hook'd, long and ſharp Teeth, 
not unlike thoſe of the Rattle-Snake ſo wel 
known in America, but much larger. This 5 
a ſtrange Eel quoth we, what Teeth he ha! 
But. have not Sharks, Pikes, and, a thouſand 
other Fiſh Teeth too ? No matter, Teeth 0 
not, we mult taſt of him. We then began t 
pouit him about the Mouth and Head witi 
our Pole, and at length carry'd him off i 
Triumph, like St. George when he kill'd the Dia 
gon. We found his filthy Fleſh very toug!i 
and of a bad Taſt ; fo that as good luck woulc 
have it, we ſwallow'd none of it, it being it 
truth Poyſon. We were all over-taken with: 
{trange Weakneſs, we ſweated exceedingly, u. 
vomited even Blood, and for my part, I a 
affirm with a great deal of Sincerity, that 
was terribly Sick: For a Month together Ife 
ſharp pains in my Belly, and every day toward 
Night, I had a fit of a Fever, a Diſtemper ! 
together unknown in this part of the Woll 
My Companions were all ſick likewiſe, and 
this bad Condition we made Signals to _ 
| al 
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Relief, butin vain. When our Purveyors came, . 


we related to them what had happen'd to us, 


and ſhew'd them the Eels Head, but they on- 


ly ſaid they had never ſeen the like: Theſe 
fort of People take but little notice of any 
thing. At length we began to come to our 
ſelves again, fully reſolv'd to eat no more of 
that ſort of Eel, for it never came into our 
Heads that it was a Serpent : Nevertheleſs we 
were ready to leap out of our Skins, when the 
Governor ſent us a Salt-Hind, and certain dan- 
gerous Citrons, which always do harm; he 


had his Reaſons for it, I ſuppoſe, for he did 


not think fit to aſſaſſinate or poyſon us o- 
8 | 2 

l 2 we had no likelihood to get rid ſpeedily 
of our unhappy Confinement, we thought it but 
Prudence to manage our Rice, which the Sea- 
Officers had left us, cautiouſly: We eat of it 
but twice a Week, and when we did, it was 
a feaſt to us. After we had reduc'd it to Meal, 
we mix'd about two pounds of it with a cer- 
tain ſort of Gourd well enough taſted, which 
lome of our Correſpondents in the Ifland had 
ſent us privately in exchange for our Hats : 


We had a kind of Game among us, which 


ſometimes: diverted us. The Cake we made 
was divided into four Parts, and we were to 
throw a Die which ſhould have each Part, fo 
that one muſt he excluded ; and who no doubt 


hilſt he muſt faſt. - Pas, 
In the Gallies, Dungeons, and ſuch- like mi- 


ſerable Places that are like to ſtick by a Man, 
it is a common thing to reconcile one's ſelf, in 
ſome meaſure, to ones Miſery, and amuſe ones 
lelt one way or other. I have already told 

L you, 


was not a little mortify'd to ſee the others eat, 
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brought away three or four Dozen of thel: 


unwholſom. The next time we return'd t! 
that Ifland, after we had taken away thel 
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you, our Rock lay between two ſmall Iſlands, 


which at low Water one might go to, but not 


without Difficulty. In one of theſe Iſlands 2. 
mong other Trees, there were ſome Plantame- 
Trees, but the other was wholly unprovided of 
any. The Wood-Iſland was every Night the 
general Rendezvous of a great number of cer 


_ tain Sea-Birds, which are about the bigneſs d 


a Pigeon, and not much unlike one. The 
lay their Eggs upon the Sand very near one 
another, and do not lay above one at a time: 
If you take away one, they match him with: 
new one, and ſo will do three times together, 
Theſe Birds; which we call'd Ferrets becauſ: 
we fancy'd we heard them ſound that word, 
have this in particular, that it you take away 
any of their young, the Cocks and Hens of the 
others will forſake theirs too. If you keep 
theſe young Birds alive, and expoſe them ty 
the ſight of rhe 0:d ones, they will fly about 
them tis true, but never bring them = thing; 
and altho' they hear them cry never ſo muc 
for Hunger, they will give them nothing tc 
eat. The firſt time we went to that Iſland, wt 


young Birds, with ſome old ones. As the for 
mer were very fat, and look'd well, we ro: 
ſted them, and found them to have ſomewha 
of the taſt of a Snipe, as they reſembled tha 
Bird in Colour; but they did us a great deal« 
harm, and we were never tempted to eat 0 
them afterwards: The old ones have yet 
more diſagreeable Taſt, and no doubt are mot 


young Birds I have been ſpeaking of, we foun 
all the reſt of the young ones abandon'd by „ 
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old ones, and whereof great numbers were 
dead, and many dying for Hunger. If the 


Fleſh of this Bird is ſo crude and pernicious, 
their Eggs make you ſufficient amends, nothing 


being more wholſom and delicious. I counted 
that during our ſtay under this Confinement, 


we eat above twelve Thouſand, and we were 


never incommoded in the leaſt by them: Theſe 


Eggs are ſported with Grey, and larger than 
thole of Pigeons. It happens exactly, that the 
three Months when theſe Birds lay their Eggs, 
the Deer are in their Rutting- time; fo that tho 


the Fleſh of that Beaſt be unwholſom, and 


ſtinks abominably at that Seaſon, which ne- 
vertheleſs was our ordinary Food, we made 
our ſelves ample amends by theſe Eggs, eſpe- 
cially when our Fiſhing was not Proſperous, 


as we could not expect it ſhould be always. 


Altho' theſe Eggs were many times ready to 


put forth their young, we toſs'd them up in a 


Fricaſſee,and craunch'd them between our Teeth, 
as if they had been the beſt Diſh in the World, 
though I know ſome ſqueamiſh and ſcrupulous 
People, would nor have the ſame Opinion of it. 


This Fricaſſee made me to think of the famous 
Guzman d Alfarache, who complain'd that his 


Gutts came up to his Teeth when he crak'd 
the Still-born Chicken-Bones ; yet this Remem- 


brance did not at all diſguſt me, ſo true the 


Proverb is, which I think I have made uſe of 


before, that Hunger is the beſt Sauce, eſpecially 
vhere that which one eats is not bad, bur thro' 
opinion. There came alſo upon our Rock di- 


vers other Birds, which we call'd Pluto's, be- 


Ycauſe they were as black as Crows; they had 
Yalmoſt the ſame ſize and form, only their Bills 
Jvere longer, and hook'd at the end. Their 


1L 4 Feer 
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Feet were like thoſe of a Duck : Theſe Birds 
remain ſix Months of the year at Sea, without 
being ever ſeen at Land; and. the other fix, 


| thoſe of the Neighbourhood come and drive 
them from our Rock where they lay their Eggs. 


Their cry is almoſt as loud as that of a Calf, 
and they always make the greateſt noiſe at 
Night: A Days they are very quiet, and fo ex- 
ceeding tame, that you may take their Eggs 
from under them without their Stirring. They 
lay in the Holes of the Rocks, as far in as they 
Theſe Birds are exceſſive fat, very ill 
taſted, extreamly naſty, and very unwholſom: 
Although their Eggs were not a whit better 
than their Fleſh, we did not fail to feed on 
them when neceſſity requir'd. They are white, 
and as large as thoſe of two of our Pullets, 
When you have taken their Eggs from them, 
they go out of their Holes and fall a fight- 
ing with one another, till they fetch Blood. 

Going a walking one Night, we found 2 
Sea-Tortoiſe which came very 4 porpos , be- 


cauſe we at that time ſtood in great need of 
Refreſhment. It was very large, and afforded 


us near 150 Eggs. This was the only Crea- 
ture of this kind, we had ſeen all the while 
we had been there: In the place where ve 
went to dart Fiſh, we found Shells of an Oval 
Figure, and wonderfully ſpeckled and ſtreak d 
like the Skin of a Tyger. Theſe Shells we 
made uſe of for Cups. 

At length the too juſt Reaſons we had to 
believe that tho' any Veſſel ſhould arrive, the 
Governor would not ſuffer us to go on Board 
it, made us reſolve anew to think on ſome 
means that might baffle his Malice: For thi 
parpoſe we form'd a Deſign, to build us a for 

| | © q 
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of Boat. Now having gain d mightily upon 
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our Purveyors, and divers Inhabitants of the 


Iland, by ſending them our Leaf-Hatts, we 


obtain'd from them in exchange ſeveral Deer- 
Skins, and Ox-Hides, under pretence that we 
wanted them to make Shooes of. They ſent 
us likewiſe ſeveral Poles that we deſir'd of them; 
and we by other Pretences got at different 
times a good quantity of Pitch from them. Ha- 


ring thus provided all that was neceſſary for 


our Deſign , we coverd the Carcaſs of our 
Boat with Skins ſew'd together; and upon Try- 
al, found it would do our buſineſs well enough ; 


and to the end that our Purveyors might know 


nothing of the matter, we hid our new Skiff 


carefully in the hole of a Rock. Now it hap- 


_ one Night, that one of our Company 
eing awake, and looking towards the Iſland, 
he diſcover d a great Fire; he call'd to us, 


and we preſently judg'd it was the Fort that 


was on fire. The Governors Appartment, the 
Magazine and Guard-Houſe were of Stone; 
but the other Buildings, and even a little Cha- 
pel, were compos'd of nothing but Branches 
and Leaves. We preſently concluded, that if 
the Authors of this Fire, which we look'd up- 
on as done out of Malice, were not ſoon known, 
the Governor would not fail to ſuſpe& us of 
it, or at leaſt pretend ſo to do, that he might 
treat us after a more rigorous manner than he 
had hitherto done, if that were poſſible. This 
made us think he would ſoon viſit us, and if 
he ſhould find the Boat we had juſt made, 
there would be no Mercy for us. To prevent 
this, we immediately pull'd that Machine to 


pieces, and fo diſpos'd of the Materials, that 


was impoſſible they ſhould occaſion the leaſt 
| $15: | | Suſpicion. 
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Suſpicion. A few days after Experience con- 
vinc'd us we were not in the wrong in our 


Conjectures; for our Purveyors acquainted us 


that we had been Suſpected. They alſo re- 


lated to us ſome Circumſtances of this Fire, 


which I ſhall beg leave to inform the Read. 
er of. The Governor underſtanding a Negy 


Slave had committed a piece of Roguery in 


his Kitchin, he told him he would have him 
chaſtis d. Now the way here to puniſh theſe 
ſort of People when they were found in any 
fault, was to bind them naked to a Ladder, 
and ſcourge them with a Rod made of Reeds, 
with knots at the end: When they had made 
their Bodies all bloody, they were to be rubb' 
with Pepper and Vinegar. This unhappy Ne- 


gro fearing this Puniſhment, fled ſoon after he 


had been thus threatned, and plotted with one 


of his Comrades and two Negro Women to ſet 


fire to the Fort; they executed their Purpoſe, 
but they were ſoon after taken and puniſh'd, 


as they well deſerv'd : The Men were bro- 


ken alive on the Wheel, and the two Women 
were hang d. We have been ſo confidently 
aſſur d of a ſingular Action relating to one of 
theſe unhappy Wretches, that I can't doubt the 


truth of it. He had, it ſeems, ever had an ex- 


tream Paſſion for Dice, ſo that when he came 
to the place of Execution, he requir'd with 
great earneſtneſs, that ſome one of the ſtan- 
ders-by would oblige him ſo far, as to play a 
Game or two with him at Raffle, proteſting 
that after that he ſhould die with all manner 
of Satisfaction. If he had any deſign in this, 
no body was able to dive into it; however there 
was no ſtander-by that would oblige him in 
what he deſir d. ” | 7 
3 | T5 


To 
much 
of the 
ſors, | 
accuſ 
himſe 
cus'd 
tion'd 
not 1 
anſwe 
that 11 
diſpat 
theſe 
'twas : 
Frient 
ſelves 
their 
in the 
What 
ſav'd. 

Mu 
Road 
Ships, 
above 
them t 
bid out 
quaint 
knew 
get to 

We 
Captai 
fineme 
cauſe h 
ed Mei 

and ar 
in orde 


terven 


of Francis Lecuar. 


To ſpeak Truth, the Governor had taken too 
much liberty upon this occaſion ; for by reaſon 
of the many unjuſt proceedings of his Predeceſ- 
ſors, the Company had left them only a Power of 
accuſing as well Blacks as Whites, as our Tyrant 
himſelf once confeſs d, in relation to our ac- 
cus d Brethren ; for one of them having peti- 
tion'd him to be brought upon his Tryal, and 
not ſuffer'd to lie any longer in his Irons, he 
anſwer'd, He had no power to try him, and 
that if he had had any, he ſhould have been 
diſpatch'd long ago. Since I am engag'd in 
theſe little Digreſſions, I muſt tell you, that 
'twas all that the Governor and ſome of his 
Friends and Attendants could do, to fave them- 
ſelves in their Shirts: They ow'd the ſaving of 
their Lives to a Priſoner, who lying in Irons 
in the Guard-Room, perceiv'd the fire firſt : 
_ was beſt in the Magazine was likewiſe 
av'd. | CO. | 

Much about this time there came into the 
Road of the North-Weit Haven, two Engliſh 
Ships, but as that place was diſtant from our Rock 
above twelve Leagues, we had no knowledge of 
them till afterwards. Beſides, the Governor for- 
bid our Purveyors under ſevere Penalties to ac- 
quaint us with it, rightly judging, that if we 
knew it, we would uſe our utmoſt efforts to 
get to them. . | 

We were told afterwards, that one of the 
Captains of thoſe Ships underſtanding our Con- 
finement, was going to ſend for us, as well be- 
cauſe he pity'd our Condition, as that he want- 
ed Men. His Boat was certainly hoiſted ont, 
and arm'd with ſeveral ſmall pieces of Canon, 
in order to carry us off, but ill Weather in- 


terven d, and hinder'd his charicable Purpoſe. 
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I now come to ſpeak further of the deſign 
the Sieur Tefard had to endeavour to get a- 


ſhoar, come what would of it. This poor Man 


was one of the Perſons accus'd : He perceiving 
that his Malady encreas'd, that the Governor 
would hearken neither to Prayers nor Promi— 
ſes, and that conſequently there was no hopes 
of being ſpeedily deliver'd, tho any new Ship 
ſhould arrive : This poor Man, I ſay, being no 
longer able to reſiſt the violent Paſſion he 
had to breath a freer and. better Air, and to 
go ſeek in the midſt of Woods, Nourifhment 


that was properer for his Health, than that he 


now had; he communicated to us his Project, 
and we conceiv'd it both difficult and dange- 
rous to put it in execution, look on it on which 
ſide we would. We endeavour'd to make him 
comprehend the ill conſequences of it ; we repre- 
ſented to him, that the Paſs was above twelve 
Leagues, that his Float could be made only of 
Weeds, ſince we had no more Barrels to put 
at the end of it, as we had done to that of 
the Gold-ſmith ; that ſuppoſing he ſhould 
have the good fortune to get to Land, it would 


be impoſſible for him to live in thoſe Woods, 


becauſe they were not ſuch as here at Iſl 
Maurice; there were few Tortoiſes to be had, 
and no Birds that would ſuffer themſelves to 
be taken by hand, no more than other Ani- 


mals. We urg'd moreover, that in a little while 
he would be without Cloaths, expos'd to the 


inclemencies of the Air, and that after all, 
it was in a manner unavoidable but the Hun- 
ters muſt meet with him, who would afſfuredly 
reſign him into the hands of his Enemy: We 
added, that when he ſhould be found no lon- 
ger among us, that evil Perſecutor would, it 
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may be, accuſe us of having kill'd him in ſome 
zu Cuarrel, and that therefore he ought to leave 
a- a Letter for him, and another for us, in ſome 
an corner of our Hut, that we might be able to 
ng defend our ſelves, when we were ſo accus'd. 
or In a word, we forgot nothing that might diſ- 
ni- ¶ ſwade him from ſo unfortunate a Reſolution, but 
26s all we could ſay, was to little purpoſe. He work'd 
ip alone at his Float, no body being willing to aſ- 
no Wl iſt him in making an Inſtrument: for his De- 
he MW ftroction : He made it of bundles of Weeds 
to MW and Poles bound together, but which was done 
ent very ill, and it would not have been better if 
he MW we had aſſiſted him. He nevertheleſs reſolv'd 
ct, to make uſe of it, and told us at parting, that 
ge- he would not fail to appear every Month upon 
ich MW one of the Mountains over againſt the Rock, 
im where he would make a fire at the beginning 
re- of the Night, that ſhould precede or follow the 
Ive Full-Moon ; that if we continu'd in the ſame 
of place, we ſhould anſwer him by a like Signal, 
put or otherwiſe he ſhould take ſuch neglect for a 
of Token that we were a-ſhoar, and conſequently 
would meet us ſoon after at a place agreed 
uld WM upon; but withal aſſur'd us, that ſo ſoon as e- 
ods, ver he could ſpy any Veſſel in what part of 
Ille the Iſle ſoever, he would certainly get on board 
bad, her if poſſible. The ſet time for his Depar- 
s toil ture being come, he faſten'd his Float by 
\ni-M a ſtake near our Hut, and came to take his 
hile © leave of us; but whilſt he was longer than or- 
the dinary in acquainting us with his Deſign, a 
all, Sea came and waſh'd away his Float, which af- 
un- flicted him exceedingly. For our parts we were 
diy no leſs joyful at it, eſpecially when we faw 
We it was carry'd by the Current towards the main 
W Sea, and far enough off from the Ifland, - 
- | this 
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this accident had not happen'd, we might quick- 
ly have ſeen our friend periſh, without being 


able in the leaſt to have help'd him. One would 
have thought this happy Misfortune might have 
made him more Wiſe, and enclin'd him to fore- 
go his Reſolution, but he continu'd obſtinate 
for all that, and would not hearken to the 
Reaſons we gave, that what had happen'd cou'd 
never be by chance, but that Providence muſt 
needs have a hand in it, and that he ought 


to acquieſs with Patience in what had been 


done, and reſolve with us to endure Submiſ- 


ſively, whatever God was pleas'd to impoſe fur- 


ther upon us. Now as nothing of all this had 


the deſir'd effect upon him, in that he pro- 


teſted he would make another Float to exe- 


cute his former Deſign, I thought my ſelf ob- 


lig d in Conſcience to tell him, I would do 


all I could to hinder him; that we muſt treat 


him like a Mad. man, if he would throw him- 
ſelf away after that rate, and that even. tho' I 
ſhould be alone, I would do the beſt I could to 
prevent his Ruin. He ſaid no more to me, and 
ſeem'd to acquieſs in what I defird , imagi- 
ning doubtleſs, that we were reſolv'd to make 
our ſelves Maſters of him, but ſecretly he {till 
meditated the ſame Deſign. Perceiving it was 
impoſſible for him to make another Float with- 
out our Knowledge, he reſolv'd to build a 


| {ſma!l Boat with the Beaſt-skins, that we ſhould 
know nothing of. As he was one that aſſiſted 
in making ours, and knew we laid the things 


under our Matreſſes, he ſtole ſome away pri- 
vately, and carry'd them toa Grotinthe Rock, 
where he wrought on the Boat at ſpare hours. 
He finiſh'd this Machine in a ſhort time, and 


departed on Sunday Morning the 1oth of Ja- 
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mary, 1696. without ſaying a word to any Bo- 
dy. Next Morning calling him to our uſual 
exerciſe of Prayer, we were ſurpriz'd to find 
him gone : You may gueſs at our Concern. 
We went immediately and ſearch'd among his 


Goods for Letters, not n but if he was 
0 


really gone, he would leave ſome according 


to Promiſe. We found two; in that directed 


for us, he gave us a long account of his In- 
tentions, aſſuring us if God was pleas'd to 
let him get ſafe to Land, he would break his 
little Boat to pieces, fink the Skins in the Sea 
under a heap of Stones, and diſpoſe ſo of o- 
ther matters, that it ſhould be impoſſible to find 


159. 


our that we aſſiſted him in his eſcape. * The *1w7 have 
other Letter was for the Governor: It con- the Orig: - 


tain'd in Subſtance, that it was he that forc'd 
im to take that melancholy Reſolution, by 


nals of theſe 
two Letters 
in our Poſs 


is cruel and obſtinate refuſal to ſuffer him /n. 


0 go a-ſhoar for recovery of his Health ; that 


he was now going into the Woods wich che 


ame deſign, and that he did not remove him- 


elf from Juſtice, ſince he would not fail to 


urrender himſelf into his hands, as ſoon as 
any Ship ſhould arrive in the Port. He carry'd 
long with him only a little Skillet, a Burning- 
laſs to light fire, a Prayer-Book, and ſome 
ew Cloaths. | 
Since this fatal Departure, we have never 


ad the leaſt News of him, whatever en- 


zuiries we made after him. We perceiv'd none 
ff the Signals he promis'd to give us, and all 
ur ſearches after him were vain. 

According to all probability chis poor Man 
eriſh'd in his Paſſage, or died miſerably in 
he midſt of the Woods, ſoon after his arrival 
a the Iſland, A report indeed came to our 

5 b | Ears, 


160 


De Voyage and Adventures 


Ears, that the carcaſs of his Boat was found 
beaten to pieces after the manner he promis d 
in his Letter, but this was never confirm'd ; 
and about two years after, when we were at 
the Cape of Good Hope, a Veſſel that came from 


Ille Maurice, aſſur d us, there was never any 


thing heard of him. See how our unfortunate 
Company was reduc'd to four Perſons, thro 
the Tyranny of this hard-hearted Governor, 
After he came to'underſtand the Eſcape of the 
Sieur Teſtard, both by our Purveyor, and the 
Letter we ſent him, he became never the bet- 
ter, and did not alter a whit of his Severity 
towards us that remain'd. On the contrary, 
he caus'd Irons to be put on the Legs of the 
Sieur La Haye, altho' he had never accus'd him 
of any thing, and tho he was exceeding fick 
thro' the hardſhips he underwent. | . 

Now as the Sieur Ea Caſe perceiv'd that his 
Malady began to augment upon him, and that 


he muſt ſpeedily take to his Bed, he reſolvd 


whilſt. he was able, to imitate the Sieur Teſtard 


in his Enterprize, and go into the Woods in 


ſearch of Health, as he had done. He commu- 
nicated his deſign to us, and beg d of us not 


to oppole him, ſince it would be but in vain, 


adding, tharif we would not conſent, he would 
venture to ſwim over in the Night, rather than 
undergo any lòônger that miſerable Confine- 
ment. We perceiving that he was fully bent 
on what he ſaid, and that our refuſal to com- 
ply with him might carry him to ſome de- 


| ſperate Action, conſented to what he defird, 


and help'd him to make a Float of Weeds and 
Boughs ; and we even repented of not having 
done the like for the poor Sieur Teſfard. We 
moreover ſet up a Mat made of 2 — 
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nd Leaves on his Float, to ſerve him for a Sail, 
sd He waited for a Night when both the Wind 
d; and Sea were high, and ſtipulated with us the 
at M fame Conditions the Sieur Teſtard had done, 
m The Wind which was very violent, over-ſet the 
ny Machine twice, but the Sieur La Cafe who was 
utc a good Swimmer, eaſily got up upon it again, 
ro and gain'd the Land in a ſhort time, the fa- 
or, vour of the Wind having preſerv'd him from 
he the _— of the Current. As ſoon as he was 
he Ml got a-ſhoar he made a fire, and we under- 
et- ftood the Signal: He retir'd afterwards into 
ity the thickeſt Woods, and there paſs d the re- 
ry, J mainder of the Night. Next Morning as he 
he has twice . inform'd us, he rambled about all 
im day without knowing whither he went, and 
ick that without finding ought either to eat or drink, 
It was the ſame thing for eight days following, 
his fo that if he had not taken ſome Proviſions 
hat I along with him, he muſt inevitably have periſh'd 
vd with Hunger and Fatigue, and moreover his 
ard Malady ſtill augmented upon him. The eighth 
in day he caught an Eel, which he greedily de- 
nu-vour'd raw: The ninth he found a Path which 
not led him to the Houſe of an Inhabitant of the 
lin, Iland, who inſtead of relieving him, deli- 
uld I ver'd him up to Soldiers, who carry'd him to 
nan the Fort. | 3 
ne- The Governor apprehending leaſt we ſhould 
ent all eſcape one after another, and thoſe who 
m-: brought us Proviſions confirming the ſame 
de- thing, he was at length conſtrain'd by theſe 
rd, | Reaſons, and ſome others, to let us come all 
and 2-!hoar. But to the end that this enlargement 
ing might not occaſion us too exceſſive Joy, he 
we] had the charity to temper it by taking from us 
ne · ¶ about 200 pounds of Rice that had been left us, 
Mo | M and | 
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and which we had hitherto ſo carefully ma- 
nag'd. This was about that time when Pota- 


toes are good for nothing, and then the Sol- 
diers were oblig'd ro buy Rice of the Gover- 
nor at their own Charges. He gave them to 
underſtand, that what Rice he had ſav'd from 
the Fire, was his own, and that belonging to 
the Company had been for ſome time exhauſted, 
For our parts we could neither buy that, nor 
any thing elſe, having no Money, the Gover- 
nor having taken care to rob us of it. | 

As I had left ſome Memoirs at Rodrigo, I 
likewiſe conceal'd ſome in a Hole of our Rock, 
(which I for a double Reaſon call the Rock of 
Zochelet, 1 Kings 1. 9.) to which I added, an 
Abridgment of the Hiſtory of our long and 
cruel Confinement in this melancholy and bar- 


ren Place. I did not forget to obſerve in this 


ſhort Relation, that a fatal piece of unknown 
Gum, for a long while deſpis d, had been the 
cauſe of our Tyrannical Perſecution, and the 
deplorable Death of one of our dear Compa- 
nions. So true it is what St. Paul ſays, that Co- 
wetouſneſs is the root M all Evil, and that thoſe 
who have a mind to become Rich, fall into dia- 
bolical Snares, and many pernicious Deſires, 
which at length precipitate them into the Abyſs 
of Perdition. | 
As ſoon as the good News of our Delive- 
rance came to our Ears, and that of our De- 
parture from Iſle Maurice for Batavia, I was 
not a little over- joy d, for however Indu- 
ſtrious I was to ſeek for Diverſion, and even 
to appear Gay to encourage thoſe poor young 
Men with whom I was; I muſt own, my Mind 
was not leſs indiſpos'd than my Body: Beſides, 
can't diſſemble that I was exceedingly fer 
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againſt that inveterate and implacable Perſecu- 
tor, but {till had a greater Contempt for him, 
than Hatred. I could not endure that he ſhould 
bear the fair name of Diodati, or be faid to be 
à Child of Geneva: But others affirm, he was 
born at Dort. If any Mabometan of Algiers had 

us d me yet worſe, I could have born it patient- 
ly from him. 
In this extream Joy that affected me, my 
Soul lifred it ſelf up towards its Deliverer, and 
I pen'd a Song of Thankſgiving and Benedicti- 
on, which I compos'd of divers paſſages of 
Scripture ſo happily link'd together, that 1 
may ſay, they perfectly expreſs'd our different 
Conditions, I buſied my ſelf a whole day a- 
bout this comfortable Collection, and as it was 
nothing but the word of God, I thought it 
muſt needs be agreeable to this Relation of 
my Adventures. But T obſerve ſome People 
at a diſtance, that aſſume a ridiculing Air up- 
dn this occaſion ; methinks I hear them ſay, 
e have a great deal to do indeed with your 
anticle. Formerly they were accounted Fools, 
hat denied the Being of a God, but now for- 
ooth, they muſt paſs for Wits : Well Gentle- 
en, you ſhall not have my Canticle, you are 
nworthy of it. Holy Things are not your 
nclination I find, and theſe Pearls ſhall not 
de thrown away upon you: Ill keep them for 
ood Men, for you wiſe and honeſt Reader, 
vho are not to be carry'd away by the Torrent 
Prejudice, therefore look at the end of my 

gelation, and you'll find the Canticle I ſpeak of. 
The 6th of September, 1696. the Veſſel calld 
wazg arriv'd, and brought Orders to carry us 
way. Our good and generous Friends, the 
Officers of the Perſeverance, of whom I have 
M 2 already 
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already ſpoken, were ſo kind as to preſent out 
Letters and Petition to the Directors-General 
in Holland, fo that when the Governor found 
he could detain us no longer, he thought fi 
to let us know what had happen'd. He tol 
us of it firſt himſelf, and bid us prepare to em- 
bark. We expected, that according to Cuſtom, 
when a Ship arrives, an Aſſembly ſhould be 


held, where every one —_— make their Com- 


plaint at liberty, but he found means to pre- 
vent that, and we were ſent on board with. 
out any Bodies ſpeaking to us, and without ha- 


ving any part of our Effects reſtor'd. Thi 


occaſion'd us to preſent a Petition to the Off 
cers of the Veſſel, informing them of the i 
Treatment we had had from our Perſecutor 
who yet continu'd to exerciſe towards us the 
ſame Tyranny and Injuſtice. This made hi 
come a-board, where having ſcen our Petiti 
on, he call'd one of us curled Dog, and askc 
him why he preſented ſuch fort of Petition 
againſt him. We thinking our ſelves in a man 
ner out of his Clutches, anſwer'd boldly, The 
he might be ſure it was not to boaſt any way 
of his kindneſs to us, but to acquaint thel 
Gentlemen,who were at length come to our A 
ſiſtance with his barbarous uſage of us, eve! 


to the laſt Moment, and that they might te 


ſtife this Complaint was made even at II. 


Maurice. After ſome injurious Expreſſions he 1 


aſſum'd a ridiculing Air, and told us, it v 
thought our ſelves aggrievd, we might fee 
for Juſtice at Batavia from the General an 
his Council, and we anſwer'd, that that wi: 
our Reſolurion. After Dinner he had us call 


again, when he told us in the preſence of tl 
Council of the Veſſel, that he had at firſt g 
5 Ve 
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ven Orders we ſhould be receiv'd on board as 
Paſſengers, without being oblig'd to do any 
thing ; but ſince we had preſented that fine Pe- 
tition, we ſhould work as the Soldiers did, 
before we eat. As for Monſieur de la Caſe's 
part, added he, he muſt be contented to lie in 


Irons during the whole Voyage, and ſo you 
ſhall have a new ſubject of Complaint when 


you come to Batavia. | 
Before we. leave Ifle Maurice, I will relate to 


you ſome things that I have obſerv'd there, 
and what I have heard concerning it. Tis 


well known that this Ifland is ſituated in the 
12th Degree of Southern-Latitude : It is al- 
moſt round, and its Circumference is about fif- 
ty Leagues. I have read ſome-where, that it 


; theff was the Portugueſes that diſcover'd it: They 


call'd it Cerne; but when the Hollanders made 
themſelves maſters of it the 2oth of September, 
1598. they gave it the name of Prince Mau- 
rice of Naſſau, then Governor of the United 
Provinces. 2 | 

You may Anchor in three principal Places ; 
at the Fort, the Black River, and the North- 
& Weſt Haven. | 

The Company maintains at the Fort, a Ga- 
rilon of about fifty Men; and there are thirty 


Jer forty Dutch Families diſpers d throughout the 


land. 

After the fire had deſtroy'd great part of the 
Fort, as we have already acquainted you it did, 
it was rebuilt with Stone. They then moun- 
ted thęre, if I well remember, twenty good pie- 
Nees of caſt Canon. 

The Soil of this Iſland is almoſt every where 
reddiſh, and generally good, but about the Fort 
it is worth little or nothing. 

TP M 3 | The 
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The Road for Shipping, over againſt it, is dan- 
gerous, and difficult to get out of, altho' there 
are two Our-lets, becauſe they neceſſarily re- 


eldom, and profound Calms are frequent in 
theſe parts. The two other Roads are good 


enough. 


There are in this Iſland great numbers of 
Ebony-Trees, white and black: The black is 
hardeſt. The Soldiers who are employ'd to 
ſaw this Wood, will ſaw twenty foot of White 
before they can twelve of Black, and which is 
their ordinary Task for a day. | 

Here are Oranges both ſweet and ſour, and 
great plenty of Citrons of the ſame kind. Al- 
ſo divers forts of Trees fit for Shipping. A 
good quarter of a League from the Fort, there 
is a Grove of Limon-Trees, round which, as 
well as in many other places of this Iſland, they 
plant Tobacco, which is exceſſive ſtrong : 
They plant likewiſe great numbers of Sugar- 
Canes. The Spirit they draw from them, and 
which is here call'd Araque, is ſtrong and un- 
wholſom while it is new. I would ſay nothing 
of the Ananas, the Bananes, beautiful and excel- 
lent Fruit, which they have here in great abun- 
dance , becauſe all Relations ſpeak of them, 
were it not that there are divers ſorts of them. 
The Ananas of Ile Maurice, comes out of the 
Ground like an Artichoke, and multiplies Jike 
ic: Its Seed is in the Tuft chat crowns the 
Fruit. This Plant bears but one of theſe Fruit, 
which is commonly about the bigneſs® of a 
midling Melon, ſhap'd pretty much like a Pine- 
Apple, and dazling the Eye on all fides with 


lively and beautiful Colours. It has a fort of 
Crown a top conſiſting of ſmall Leaves, and 
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one can never. be tir'd with looking on it, no 
more than with admiring its ſweet and exqui- 
ſite Sapour ; but as it is extreamly cold, it 
muſt be eaten with great Moderation. Its 
large and thick Leaf is arm'd on the ſides with 
prickles, and reſembles ſomewhat that of Aloes. 
The deſcription we have of the Ananas of Bra- 
ſile, differs ſomething from this. They have 
little Leaves that come our on all ſides between 
the grains of the Fruit. | 


The Banane Plant is large and fine, it rifes 


about ten or twelve foot out of the Ground, 
and has very large Leaves of an Oval Figure. 
It bearsa Fruit as long as one's Hand, and of 


the bigneſs of the fiſt of a Child of four years 


old. It is outwardly yellow when 'tis ripe, 
white within, a little clammy like the inſide of 
an Apricock, and of a delicate and excellent 
Fiavour. 3 | 

There are alſo to be found in this Iſland, 
Coco's, Paim-Trees, Plantane-Trees, and di- 
vers forts of Fruit-Trees. 

There is a ſort of Shrub call'd Stront-boom or 
T---Tree, which is extreamly Venomous. The 
middle of its Trunk is larger than either its 
bottom or top. Its Wood is flabby, and its 
Leaves would nearly reſemble thoſe of our 
Willows, were it not that they are a little lar- 
ger. I have neither obſerv'd Flowers nor Fruit 
upon it: Both the Wood and the Rind are a 
ſpeedy and deadly Poyſon, and which as I have 


heard, admits of no Antidote. One day as I 


was coming thro' a Wood in my return from 
Hunting, I chanc'd to break off a little Branch 
of it, and without making any Reflection, or 
having heard of this Tree, I put a little bit of 
it in my Mouth, I threw it away that inſtant 
| | M 4 without 
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without ſwallowing my Spittle, and yet I 
thought I ſhould have died of it. For twenty 


four hours together, it ſeem'd to me as if ſome 


body was throtling me, and my Throat was 


ſo ſwell'd, I could hardly breath. In Coun- 
tries where one is an abſolute Stranger, one 


ought to take particular care of theſe ſort of 
things. I was told the only way to diſtinguiſh the 
venomous Fruits in theſe Wands, from ſuch as 
were not ſo, was to offer them to ſome Ape of 
the Iſland, who if they were naught, would 
undoubtedly refuſe them. | | 
In the middle of the Country in a great 


Plain environ'd with Mountains, there is 2 


Wood that is very dangerous to go into, 
The Branches of the Trees are ſo thick at top, 
and ſo interlac'd with one another, that it is al- 
together impoſſible to ſee the Sun, by which 
means one wanders one knows not Whither, 
and oftentimes one is loſt as it were in a La- 
byrinth, which-Misfortune is ſo much the grea- 
ter, in that one meets with nothing to eat. 
The Governor of Iſle Maurice before this laſt, 
happen'd one day to enter this Wood, and 
plung'd himſelf ſo deep into it before he was 
aware, that he knew not how to get out. 
Both he and his followers had foon made an 
end of their Proviſions, and they were juſt rea- 
dy to ſtarve, when by good fortune they 
chancd to find a way out, after they had vainly 
ſought one for four days. WEE. 
The other Woods of this Iſland are eaſie 
enough to traverſe. There are fome very plea- 
ſant, and where you find Apes of divers kinds. 
Theſe miſchievous Beaſts do a great deal of da- 


mage to the Inhabirants, inaſmuch as they take 
_ deligtt in plucking up whatever is ſown. - + 
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and fnll of Woods, as moſt Countries are that 
are ſlenderly Inhabited. It is water'd by di- 
vers rapid Rivers, on ſome of which the In- 


habitants have built Mills to ſaw Boards. Theſe 


Rivers have fiſh enough. | 

On each ſide of theſe Rivers you frequent- 
ly meet with little Valleys, whole Soil is admi- 
rably good. There are great tracts of Ground 
level enough, eſpecially that formerly mention'd 
call'd Flac or Flat-Ground : Tis on this Spot, 
the greateſt part of the Colony inhabit. I don't 
know whether I have already told you, that 
the Company has a Garden here furniſh'd with 


all our Plants of Europe, eſpecially ſuch as could be 


cultivated with Succeſs in this foreign Climate. 
Wheat will not thrive chere, nor any other ſort 
of Corn, IN | 

The Vine grows well enough, and I have 
ſeen good Arbours there ; but the Grapes don't 
ripen well, which it may be, may proceed part- 
ly from the Ignorance or Lazineſs of thoſe 
that cultivate them, or rather that do not cul- 
tivate them at all. 

It is from this Garden the Company has its 
Potatoes, Fruits, and other things with which 
it feeds its Garriſon, the Negroe-Slaves and all 
others that depend on it. A Boat goes eve- 
ry Week twice or thrice to the great River, 
whence it brings all that has been brought 
thither from Fac on Waggons, for the uſe of 
the Fort. This is inconvenient, and of great 
expence, it being above eight Leagues thicher 
from Flac, which way is partly by Water, and 
partly by Land. The Earth about the Fort is 
extreamly barren, and the Water is by no 
means good, being impregnated _— 
3 3 : f oh | etre,> 
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Petre. There is a corner in the Iſland call! 


the Burnt Country, becauſe the Trees that were 


theſe People are too Idle and Lazy to cultivat: 


Theſe ſort of Tipinambous ferve them for Bread, 


formerly there were burnt, but there have ſe- 
veral come up ſince in their ſtead, altho' the 
Soil be Rocky. . i 


Potatoes thrive here wonderfully every where, 
and are the ordinary food of the Inhabitant, 


in like manner as to the common People o 
Ireland. When they have a mind to have any 
Rice, they buy ir of the Company. Ir is notbut 
that Grain will grow here, the Water and 
Earth being proper for it in divers Places, but 


it, this fore of Grain requiring a more than 


ordinary Care: The common Meat here i 


Veniſon. The Deer are ſo fat, that after 


having ran a quarter of a League they drop 
down, and ſubmit themſelves to the mercy o 
the Dogs: Here are likewiſe great number; 
of Goats, they are very fat, and their Fleſh 
has no ill Taſt. They are much eaten while 
the Deer are in their Rutring-time, becauſe 


the Veniſon has a ſtinking and inſupportabl 


Taſt : Here are Hogs of the China kind. A 


tho' theſe are not near ſo good as our wil 


Boars, yet they are much eaten for all that 
Theſe Beaſts do a great deal of Damage to the 
Inhabitants, by devouring all the young Ani 
mals they can catch. : | 

The Bulls and Cows of the better kind 


have been brought hither from Madagaſcar, and 


they have multiply'd exceedingly : They have 
a bunch upon their Backs. The Cows afford 
but very little Milk. One Holland one yield 
ſix times as much, neither is their Beef ne: 


ſo good as ours. There are wild Cows tha 
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ate originally of this Iſland, or at leaft were 


found there by thoſe that firſt diſcover'd it, 
but they muſt of neceflity have been brought 
thither one time or other. Here are alſo many 
wild Horſes, which are ſometimes kill'd to feed 
Dogs with. Theſe two ſorts of Animals, I 
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mean, Dogs and Horſes, are ſubject to the Fal- 


ling-Sickneſs, and ſeveral of them die of it, 
eſpecially when they are young. 
This Iſland formerly abounded with wild 


Sea and Land- Tortoiſes, but now all theſe are 


other Sea-Animabs have forſook it, ſince the Na- 
tives have been accuſtom'd to lay Nets for them. 


ounted, and have very long Necks : Their Bo- 
lies are not bigger than that of a Goole. They 
ire all white, except a little place under their 
ings, which is reddiſh. "They have a Goo- 


laces, and the Dogs frequently ſurprize them, 
xecauſe they require a conſiderable time to get 
pon the Wing : We ſaw one one day at Ro- 
rigo, and we took him with our Hands he was 


here, which made me inclinable to believe, he 
ad been carry'd thither by ſome Wind he could 
ot reſiſt. This Game is good enough. 

There are alſo a kind of ſmall Birds pretty 
uch like our Sparrows, except that their 
Throats are red. Parrots of all forts are like- 
iſe to be found here in great abundance. Here 


of 


. 


Geeſe and Ducks, Moor-Hens, Water-Quails, - 


become ſcarce. The Sharks alſo, and divers 


ou ſhall ſee great flights of Bitterns, and ma- 
y of thoſe Birds call'd Giants, becauſe they 
are fix foot high. They are extreamly high 


es Bill, bur a little ſharper ; their Claws are 
ery long, and divided. They feed in Marſhy 


0 fat. That was the only one we obſerv'd 


noreover are Pigeons and Black-birds, but few - 


The Voyage and Alventures 


of them. Bats, which are much valued in thi 
Country, are here in great Numbers, as are 
likewiſe Lizards. Rats and Mice ſwarm here, 
and do a great deal of damage to the Compan 
and Inhabitants, by gnawing their Sugar-Canes, 
and devouring their Pulſe. If they would 
make uſe of the ſame means we did at Rodrivo, 
they might get rid of the greateſt part of them; 
yer ſome few Regiments of Cats would make 
the ſhorteſt work with them, and ſoon exter- 
minate thoſe miſchievous Vermin. | 

Small and green Caterpillars reign here for 
three or four Months in the year, and eat up 
almoſt every thing. - 

Sea and Land Crabs are here alſo to be found, 
but in ſmall Numbers. 

Here are no Serpents to be ſeen, and the 
People ſay, they have been miraculouſly dri- 
ven from this Iſland, as the Triſh pretend St. 
Patrick has banifh'd all venomous Animals from 
their Country. | 

There are neither Lice nor Fleas, nor Toad, 
nor Frogs to be ſeen here, no more than at 
Rodrigo, and I fancy there are none in any of 
the Iſlands hereabouts. 

This abounds with Fiſh, and affords ſome- 
times yellow Amber, and Amber-greece in like 
manner with Rodrigo. 1 

Hurricanes were formerly very frequent and 
furious in this Iſland, but for twenty years, ot 
thereabouts, they have had none but that before- 
mention d which we underwent on our Rock, 
"Tis true, they have in their ſtead at certain 
Seaſons, Winds that are very violent, and ac 
company'd with grear Rains. 5 | 

It is a very ſingular thing in this Iſland, i 
what I have been told be true, that when-eve 
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any Hurricane comes, it is always on the gth 
of February. This paſſes for a current Truth. 
The Inhabitants chuſe for their Sowing-time 


this rainy Weather, which continues without 
Intermiſſion, for five or ſix Weeks together. 


This Hland is not unhealthy, altho' the Heats 


be ſometimes moſt exceſſive. Fair Weather 
commonly laſts there from the Month of June, 
to that of February. 

After having waited for a favourable Wind 


above ſix Weeks, we at length ſet fail about fix 


a clock in the Morning, and ſo eſcap'd the 
pernicious Paws of the Sieur Rod. Diodati. 

The Wind having ſhifted all of a ſudden, 
we found our ſelves oblig'd to drop Anchor : 
About Noon it came about to the South-Eaſt, 
and then we ſail'd again, but we had ſoon af- 
ter ſo great a Calm, that we ſaw the Iſland 
Maurice even on the ninth day. We return'd 
as far as the 39th Degree, to find the Weſterly 
Winds, which conducted us to the Bar of Bata- 
via, without meeting with any thing extraor- 
dinary in our Paſlage. _ 4 

As the Governor of Iſle Maurice had put us 
under Arreſt in his Iſland, we were kept the 
ſame till we came to Batavia. At our Landing 
we were put in Priſon, and we continu'd there 
till the next day, the 16th of December. 

The Council of State of the Indies aſſembled 
that day, and we were carry'd before them. 
We preſented our Petition, in which we ſet 
forth amply all che Injuſtice had been done us 
at Ille Maurice; and their Lordſhips having at 
firſt conceiv'd the Juſtice of our Cauſe, they 
reſtor d us our Liberty, of which we had 
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been depriv'd for ſo long a time, and lodg'd us 


in the Saphir, which is one of the Baſtions of 
| the 
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the Council were ſo buſie wit 
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The Fleet was ny to depart, but 

other Affairs, 
that they could not find time to look into Our, 
ſo that on the 14th of February, 1697. the Ge- 


the Fort. 


neral call'd one of us to him that ſpoke Dutch, 


and told him, that the time was too ſhort to 


examine our Pretentions, and that we ſhould 


not return into Holland, before more preſſing 


Affairs were determin d; that we muſt ſuffer 
this Fleet to depart, and that if our buſineſs 
could not be effected in five or fix Weeks time, 
our worſt would be to remain at Batavia for a 
year, or thereabouts, where by reaſon we were 
ſtript of all, we ſhould be liſted for Soldiers, 
and allow'd Pay to the day of our Arrival in 
Holland. The General added, that in that time 
he would diſpatch a Veſſel to Iſle Maurice, 


and ſo our Affairs ſhould be happily ended. We 


inſinuated thoſe Conditions could not be ex- 
treamly agreeable to us, by reaſon we were 
not of the Dregs of the People, and that tho 
we were now Poor and Miſerable, that had 


wholly been occaſion'd by the Governor of Iſle 


Maurice, the Company Officer, who had pil- 
lag'd us, and therefore twas againſt him that 
we - demanded Juſtice, which if it were ſpcedi- 
ly afforded us, we ſhould ſoon be in a Condi- 
tion to ſubſiſt without the mean Pay of a Sol- 
dier. But however good our Reaſons might be, 
if they were not contradicted, they were not 
much hearken'd to. Our Perſecutor had his 


Friends there, and we poor half-ftary'd, halt- 
naked Creatures, were not conliderable enough 
to turn the Scale, ſo that we muſt ſubmir to 
what they would have us, 'and turn Soldiers. 
We were poſted in different Places, and as the 
Sieur &---/e, who ſpoke Dutch, wrote likewils 

| 5 : 3 
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of Francis LEGuar, 
i very good Hand, he was thought worthy to 
{1 the Place of Clerk to the Fort, where he 


urs, Was lodg'd. + 
Ge- The Sieur de Ia Caſe was detain'd {till in Pri- 
ch, Non, but after ſeveral Petitions, we preſented 
t to Mointly with him for his Enlargement, the 
uld Mcouncil conſidering the Information they had 
ling W-cciv'd from Ile Maurice, and perceiving that 
fer Wi; Crime conſiſted only in projecting a thing 
nels Ie never executed, nor endeavour'd to execute, 
me, Whey pronounc'd him Innocent, and made him 
- a WW Soldier like the reſt. 

re 


Our Amber-greece ſtuck in our Stomachs, 
; did likewiſe all the other things we had been 
obb'd of, viz. Gold Ingots, Coin'd Silver, 
loaths, Inſtrumentsand Utenſils, which with- 
ut reckoning the Bark, amounred to the va- 


We Ie of 2000 Crowns. But the various Petiti- 
e* Ins we preſented on this Head, were always 
Vers Wit off to another time. 

tho After we had continu'd five or fix Months in 
had Wi; Condition at Batavia, the General ſent for 


im whom he had made the Clerk of the Fort, 


Pil- Ind told him, there had no occaſion yet offer d 
that Ih ſend for the Governor of Iſle Maurice to an- 
— er our Complaints in Perſon, and for that 


aſon our Affairs could not for the preſent be 
arch'd to the bottom, but he did not doubt 
ey would do us Juſtice in Holland, and there- 
re we might if we pleas'd purſue it there, 
. get our ſelves ready to depart with the firſt 
cet. | 

After this manner it pleas'd our Superiors 
Batavia, to determine our Suit. They need 
ot have kept us there ſo long, to give us no 


— ter Satisfaction. They might have let us 
aa o at firſt according to our Deſires, and tho 


they 
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they made us do Duty in the Veſſel withou Hu 
Pay, as we had done in our Voyage from Il ty 
Maurice. But thoſe who were ſecretly in ou Th 
Robbers Intereſt, thought that a lengrhninfſ for 
out of Time, might in ſome meaſure effac} wit 
the Idæa of his Infamy's, old Crimes never ap Hol 
pearing ſo crying as new. her 
Some time after the Sieur de Ia Haye, one ] 
our unfortunate Companions, dy'd of a Blog 2 c 
. dy-Flux at Batavia, that being the ordinan} Cit: 
Diſtemper reigning in thoſe Countries; ſo thi ſurr 
of five we were at firſt, there now remain mar 
but three, the Sieurs Be---le, La Caſe, and mi non. 
Self. T 
Altho' there have been many Accounts ff ftior 
Batavia, the Reader will not think me in built 
pertinent, if I acquaint him with what I ha and 
obſerv'd there during a years Reſidence, with] Abb. 
out having any regard to what Deſcription Voy: 
have been made by others. 2 ce! 
This City is ſo fine, and ſo conſiderable ii not 

all Reſpects, that it may well furniſh new Sul nals 
jets of Obſervation to every Traveller, an whic 
_ eſpecially to the New-comers, who ſhall nq to tt 
fail to meet with continual Changes and Altera every 
tions. - often 
It lies in a flat Country, in the Iſland Nort! 
Java, in the ſixteenth Degree of South-Lai the t 
tude, and is built altogether after the manngF on on 


of Holland, but with white Stone. Its form appre 
an oblong Square, and in an Angle towarq care 


the North-Weſt is the Sea, and the Fort q ought 


Citadel. Its Length is about two Thouſuſ ded it 
common Paces, and its Breadth about fifteꝗ the L 
Hundred. The Houſes in general were fü ordin; 
merly low built, but now they have got I and Pe 
Cuſtom of building them higher, no wy Fort 
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Hurricanes being to be fear'd, fo that the Ci- 
ty is become much finer than it was at firſt, 
The Streets are ſtraight and large, and have 


for the moſt part Canals running thra' them, 


with tall Trees on their Banks, like thoſe of 
Holland, but with this Difference, that the Trees 
here are always green. 


77 


The Canals are fill'd with clear Water from 


a Certain River, which having run thro' the 
City, diſcharges it ſelf into the Sea. The City is 
{urrounded with ſtrong Walls, and flank'd with 
many good Baſtions well furniſh'd with Can- 
non. ED | 

The Citadel is a Fort with four Royal Ba- 
ſtions, fac'd with large ſquare Stones, and 


built level with the Ground without any Ditch, ' 
and conſequently without Water, whatever the 


Abbot de Choiſy may ſay to the contrary, whoſe 


Voyage, in other reſpects, is good enough. At 


2 certain diſtance from the Rampart, which is 
not equal on every fide, there are indeed Ca- 
nals of twenty, and twenty five Foor broad, 
which defend, in ſome meaſure, the approaches 
to the Fort, altho' they are fordabie almoſt 
every where, as I can well affirm who have 
often ſounded them. You croſs the Fort from 
North to South, there being in the middle of 
the two Curtains, two Gates which look up- 
on one another. As they have no reaſon to 
apprehend a ſudden Siege, they have taken ne 
care to leave the place of Arms as open as it 


ought to be; but on the contrary, have crou- 
ded it with Houſes, for tis there the General, 
the Director-General, the ordinary and extra- 


ordinary Counſellors, and the other Officers 
and People belonging to the Company, live, This 
Fort commands bath the Haven and ths 

. N Toyn, 
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Town, and is mounted with about ſixty Pie- 
ces of Cannon, fifteen or ſixteen whereof have 
the Arms of France on them, having been ta- 
ken from the French. The four Baſtions have 
the names of the Diamond, Ruby, Pearl and Sap- 
| hire. Between the Town and the Fort, Sou- 
therly of the latter, there is a conſiderable large 
Field where Sheep feed, which is travers d by 
aà a fine row of Trees that lead to the Fort- 
Gate, within which is a Corps de Guard. You 
may there ſee between four Pallifadoes , a 
great number of Cannon for theShips. Almoſt 
in the middle of the City there is a large 
ſquare Place, where the Garriſon is common- 
ly drawn up, being about xooo Men. Myn 
Heer Grevenbroek, a very good Man, and an 
Officer of this Garriſon, was ſo kind and gene- 
rous to me on all Occaſions, that I am glad 
of having here an opportunity to make my 
Acknowledgments to him. On one fide Welſt- 
ward of this Place, ſtands the great Church , 
Southerly the Guild-Hall or Town-Houle , 
Northerly there is a long range of fine Houſes, 
and Eafterly there runs one of the great Ca- 
nals. Over and above this great Church, 
where Divine Worſhip is exercis'd in Dutch, 
there is another in the Citadel. 5 
The reform'd Portugueſes have two Churches, 


one in the City, and another in the Suburbs; 


and theſe Congregations are very Numerous, 
becauſe they conſiſt of divers Foreigners that 
ſpeak the Portugueſe Language. The, both Pro- 
ſelite and Reform'd Malays, have alſo a Church 
in the City, where the Service is in their Lan- 
guage: This is a Tranſlation of the Holland 
Liturgy. This Church is large, and has a ve- 
ry numerous Congregation. The Roman Ca- 
EET . tholick 


of Francis LEcuar, 
tholicks have alſo Liberty of Conſcience, and 
do what they pleaſe in their own Houſes , 
without the Magiſtrates intermedling, but they 
* to have the exerciſe of no Publick Wor- 
ip. | 2323 | 
The City is ſurrounded with an univerſal 
Suburb, which extends above half a League in- 
to the Country, and which forming a ſecond 
City much larger than the firſt, contains like- 
wiſe a greater number of Inhabitants. It is 
here the Chireſes live, on account of their Burial- 
Places and Pagodes. They have alſo a Reſi- 
dence in the City, andeven an Hoſpital. The 
Suburbs have likewiſe Canals of divers ſizes, 
with double rows of Trees. Beſides the great 
Canal in the middle, there are two ſmaller 
on each ſide, about fifteen or twenty ioot 
broad, which waſh the Foundations of the 
Houſes, inſomuch that you can't enter them 
but over a Draw-Bridge : Behind are large 
Gardens and Orchards, which furniſh Batavia 
with Pulſe and Fruits. The Gardens of the 
City are ſmall; and few in number. The Houſes 


of Gardiners, and other ſuch like mean Peo- 


ple in the Suburbs, are for the moſt part built 
with Bamboes, which are a ſort of hollow, light, 
and very hard Canes as large as one's Thigh, 
and commonly forty or fifty foot long. Theſe 


Bamboos are very beneficially made uſe of di- 


vers other ways, becauſe they for a long time 
reſiſt the injuries of the Air. They have here 
likewiſe divers other forts of Canes: Tis very 
common to find a-top of theſe Canes largg 


Ant-Neſts, made of a fat Earth, which theſe 


Animals carry up in the inlide of the Canes, 
In theſe Neſts every Ant has its little Cell a- 
part, not unlike thoſe the Bees make, "Tis 

N 2 here 
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| here they have their Reſidence, during the | and 
violent and frequent Rains which over-flow ||| ther 
the Country for four or five Months in the Nie 
year, and which would certainly drown them, | ſels, 
if they had not this Secret to preſerve them- if y. 
ſelves from Danger. 
The Bay of Batavia, is the fineft and moſt | with 
ſecure of any in the World : Ships ride there Tl 
without any danger all the year round; for I call 
that Sea is hardly ever agitated, as well be- 
cauſe there are a great number of little Iſlands I Artil 
that break the Waves, as becauſe the Winds there 
are never Violent. Every day, without ever fail- the | 
ing, there riſes about ten a Clock in the Morn- cauſe 
ing a Sea-gale, which ſerves to carry the Cha- ſpoke 
loupes into the City, and at ten at Night there IH tem 
comes one from the Land, that carries the ſame I. Th. 
Chaloupes out again to Sea. One belongs to Mont! 
the North, and the other to the South. | the ti 
Theſe Chaloupes and ſome Fiſher-boats, go ({Þ<caui 
and come by a ſtreight Canal that comes out this C 
of the River, and which is form'd by two Pa- ſ[*qual i 
ralel-Lines ſupported by Piles, and filld with Cold 
Earth, in like manner as the Dikes in Holland, NY > 
or rather thoſe of Dunkirk are. "hep judges 
This Canal is twelve hundred common Pa- 
ces long, and each Dike is about five and twen- 
ty foot broad. They would be wonderful fine 
Walks, if they were ſhaded with a double row 
of Trees. As there are no bad Winds there, 
thoſe Trees would undoubtedly grow well, 
and I fancy their Roots would bind the Earth 
of the Dikes together, rather than looſen it. 

Batavia being not only the general Maga- 
Zine of the Company, and the Place from whence H. 
the ſends moſt of her Fleets to all Parts of the 
World; and bein rewe the place cf. eher, 
11 
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and oftentimes the Ahlum for the Ships of o- 
ther Nations; it is eaſie to imagine, that the 
view of this Bay fill'd with ſo many large Veſ- 
ſels, muſt be wonderfully pleaſant, eſpecially 
if you conſider that you ſee at the ſame time, 
fifteen or twenty little Iſlands always cover'd 
with green Trees. 

The Company builds its Ships at a ſmall Iſland 
call'd Onrut, about two Leagues from Batavia. 
It is well furniſh'd, and provided with a good 
Artillery. 5 | 

Altho' Batavia be far in the Torrid Zone , 
the Heats there are very Supportable, be- 
cauſe the Sea-Winds, of which I have already 
ſpoken, refreſh the Air extreamly, and render 
ic temperate evenat Noon-day. 


The Rains alſo are very frequent from the 


Month of November, to that of April, which is 
the time the Heats ought to be moſt Violent, 
becauſe they are the ſix Summer Months of 
this Country. In truth the Days being almoſt 


equal to the Nights all the year round, and the 


Cold being in a manner unknown, we may 
ſay, the Summer here is Perpetual. One 
judges of the Harveſt by the Rain that falls 
more or leſs during theſe ſix Months; for when 
it does but Rain little, or not at all, the Earth 
abounds ſo with Inſects, that the Fruits, Herbs, 


Pulſe, and particularly the Rice are ſo eaten by 


hem, that they are altogether ſpoil'd. | 
Rice is ſo common throughout all this Iſland, 
hich has about two hundred Leagues in 
Length, to fifty in Breadth, that a Man can 
hardly eat a Farthings-worth in a Day, altho' 
great quantities are eaten there, Rice being 
he ordinary Bread of this Country. No other 
ort of Corn will grow here. That which they 
e W 
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have is brought from Bengala, where it coſts I as 


pernicious Potable than Araque at Ille Maurice 


but a Farthing a Pound. There is a great deal the 
brought to Batavia, from that Province of the Pei 
Great Mogul; and Wheat-Bread is not fold dea- tha 
rer here than in Holland, The Natives do not like 
at all care for it. 5 | 7 
There are no Vine-yards in any part of Ja- 1 
n; but at Batavia, and thereabouts, there lent 
are a great many Vine-Arbours, whoſe Grapes Mel 


are good enough to eat, but *tis obſerv'd they T 
come to no great Maturity. Theſe Vines pro- met 
duce Fruit ſeven times in two years. As ſoon E 


as the Grapes are gather'd you cut the Vine, iſ Areq 
and in about three Months and a half, you will Ilan 
have new ones, that will be as ripe as can be inceſ 
here. Theſe Vines bear Grapes the firſt year for {i 


they are planted, and ſhoot more in one year, ¶ Juice 


as do likewiſe all other Trees, than they would cure 
do in- eight in Europe. For all this no Wine is dantl. 
made here, and that which is drunk, comes ei- their 
ther from Perſea or Spain, and coſts near a£ 5 no 
Crown a Pint. Beer from Brunſwick, call'd al- are n 
fo Mm, is very dear here, but there is a ſort] Taſt i 
made in the Country, which is tolerably good, comes 
that does not coſt above a Penny a Pint. Theſſſto lea) 
Soldiers drink for the ſame Price, a ſort of Li- Js all f 
quor cali'd Kuip, made of Brandy diſtilld fromſÞfure at 

ruit, and a certain Sea-froth. This is a moreſthat fi 


eſpecially when it is new. | 

The ordinary Drink at Batavia, and the moſivhac li 
cheap, is Tea, which the Chineſes ſell for tha 
moſt part in Rooms for that purpoſe. For twq l 
Dutch Pence, they give you four different Cupgind ſtra 
of Sweet-Meats, containing each half a Poundſr of an 
and another like Cup of White-ſugar-candy aw th 
befides which they bring you as much 7% me, bi 
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as four People can drink, They uſe ordinarily 
the beſt common Tea, which is fold at ten 
Pence a Pound. Imperial Tex is worth twice 
that Money. In theſe ſame Places you may 
likewiſe have Coffee, but it is fold a Penny a Diſh, 
as in England and Holland. 8 

They have at Batavia, divers ſorts of excel- 
lent Fruits, of which Grapes only,” and Water- 
Melons, are known in Europe. 

The Ananas, Cocos and Bananes, are to be 
met with in great abundance. @_ 

Every one knows what the Betel-Leaves, and 
Arequa Nuts are, which all the Natives of this 
Iſland, both Men, Women and Children chaw 
inceſſantly to fortifie their Gums and Stomach, 
for ſometimes they ſwallow the Juice. This 


Juice is as red as Blood, and gives a like Tin- 
ture to the Spittle, which it provokes: abun- 


dantly, ſo that all that uſe this Drink, have 
their Lips continually bloody as it were, which 
is no pleaſant fight co look upon. When you 


Jare not accuſtom'd to this Drug, von find its 


Taſt inſupportably ſharp, but otherwiſe it be- 
comes like Tobacco, and you find it difficult 
to leave it. If this Betel ſtrengthens the Gums, 


Is all fay it does, with all my Heart, but I'm 


ſure at the ſame time it blackens the Teeth in 


chat frightful manner, that theſe People muſt 
needs be ignorant of the ſweetneſs and charms 


of a fair Mouth. Betel is a Shrub, ſhap'd ſome- 
what like a Pepper-Tree, but it has triangular 
Leaves, and is green all the year round. The 
Tree that bears the Nut call'd Arequa, is very tall 

and {traight. They commonly wrap up a quar- 
er of an Arequa- Nut in ſome Betel-Leaves,and fo 

chaw them together: Some add a little Slack d- 

ime, but that is not in uſe at Batavia. 
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Mango is a Fruit of the Country, which paſ- 
Tes for very good, and very wholſom. It is 
commonly about the bigneſs of an Egg, but 
longer, and a little crooked like a Gerkin Cu- 
cumber. Its Rind is green and thick, and 1 
have heard ſome ſay, they have ſeen red of 
them. The inſide is white, and taſts ſomewhat 
like a Auſcat-Grape: It is very faſt ty'd by its 
Fibres to the Stone, which is large. This Fruit 
grows upon a great Tree, very proper for the 
Carpenter. There is a ſort of Mango without 
a Stone, which is pickled in Vinegar like this, 
with Garlick, Anniſeed, and ſome other In- 
gredients. . 
The Gardens of Batavia furniſh the Inhabi- 
tants with Herbs and Pulſe of the European 
kind, from whence the Seed has been brought, 
This Iſland moreover, as you may, very wel 
imagine, has its own particular Plants. Here 
follow two of them, which one of my Friends 
who has apply'd himfelf to-that Study, has cu- 
riouſly deſign'd for me: I think they are little 
known; they ſay they only grow naturally in 
ſome of thoſe little Iſlands, which lie between 
Borneo and Fava. e 
Beef and Buffilo coſt two pence a Pound, 
and are not much better one than the other, 
This Country abcunds with a fort of wild Boat 
or Hogs, which you may have at very cheap 
rates. Mutton is extreamly dear here, and to 
be ſeen only at the beſt Tables. The Reaſon 
is, that Sheep are not rear'd here without great 
difficulty; the Paſture being not proper fot 
them, and the Dew beſides rotting them: The 
{well and die in a ſhort time. China-Pork, | 
call'd becauſe the Hogs-come from that Coun 
try, is {fold at ſix-pence a Pound: 1 — 
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pullets, Ducks and Pigeons, which are ſold 
very near as dear as they are in Europe. Hun- 


ted Game is ſcarce, except Pintado's, of which 
I have already ſpoken, and whereof there are 


two or three kinds: You have abundance of 


Fiſh here, and that almoſt for nothing. There 
is but one reigning or common Diſtemper in 
the Iſland of Java, but which is very dange- 
rous, and extreamly painful. The French at Ba- 
tavia, call this Diſeaſe Le Perſe : It is a continu- 
al Bloody-Flux. As there is no known Reme- 
dy for it, the Patient muſt wait, live ſparing- 
ly, and let Nature ad, the ſureſt and ſafeſt 
Method in moſt ſorts of Maladies. One may 
truly ſay, according to the Etymology of the 
Word, that the Drugs which Pharmacy 1s com- 
pos'd of, generally ſpeaking, are rather a par- 


cel of. Poyſons, than Remedies, and they be- 


lieve in Java among the Iſlanders, that al- 
moſt all thoſe that preſcribe them in Europe, 
(much more blamable than thoſe that ſell them) 
are the Peſts of Mankind. The common Opi- 


nion is, that Be o-Fleſh and Fruit, contri- 
bute much towards cauſing this Diſtemper, and 


nevertheleſs, that is the Fleſh which is moſt 
fold at the Butchers. 


To ſpeak Truth, Batavia is not a Place of 


very good Cheer. They want a great many 
Things, and what they have in common with 


us, are ſcarce, high priz'd and bad, in compa- 


riſon of Ours. China-Pork, which I ſpoke of 
not long ſince, is luſcious and inſipid: The 
Poultry is not much better, and conſequently 
tie Eggs. The Paſture quite different from 
ours of. Europe, occaſions bad Fleſh, bad Milk, 
nd bad Butter, but all theſe are to be had in 


What 


imall quantities. 


185 


136 


The Voyage and Adventures 


What J have juſt now ſaid of the Poultry, 
brings into my Remembrance the Sport of 
Cock- fighting, which is one of the greateſt and 
moſt common Diverſions of this Iſland. They 
breed up great numbers of theſe Animals on 
purpoſe, and arm them with ſharp Iron Spurs, 
which they make uſe of with greater Dexteri- 
ty than Force. The Favins are the Managers 


of theſe Sports, and whoever will, may come 


to them Gratis : Almoſt every Body is con- 
-cern'd in Wagering more or leſs, and ſome- 
times conſiderable Sums are lay d. Whereas in 
England, where this Diverſion is likewiſe com- 
mon, they disfigure their Cocks by cutting off 
their Tails, and plucking out Feathers out of 
other parts of their Body, they here leave 
them in their natural State. *Tis true, they 
are not ſo nimble as the Exgliſb Cocks, but that 
Inconvenience being equal on both ſides, it is 


No advantage to either, and the Combatants 


appear Nobler, and more fierce. Some of theſe 
Cocks have greatly enrich'd their Maſters. 
There are very fierce Beaſts in this Ifland, 
ſuch as the Rhinoceros and Thper : Theſe laſt are 
of a prodigions bigneſs. For Wolves, they are 
altogether unknown in this Country, as well 
as Foxes. 1 
There are abundance of Deer and Apes of 
all kinds. Crocodiles are extreamly dreaded here, 
inſomuch that the Company give thirty Florens 
for every one that is killd ; ſome have been 
feen of twenty or thirty foot long: The com- 
mon Opinion in this Country, as it has al 
ways been among the Naturaliſts, is, that this 
Animal grows as long as he lives, which never- 
theleſs ſeems a Fable. I omitother Stories thatY 
are told of this Creature ; even a Musker-bal 
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can't enter its Back, you muſt ſhoot at its Bel- 

ly. He is very ſwift in running, and when 
ou are purſu'd by him, you muſt fly dodging, 
ecauſe his Body being very long, and not at 

all flexible, muſt have time to turn, when you 

may gain Ground, and get eafily from him : 
He is a great lover of Dogs-fleſh, and as tis 
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ken he ſeldom meets with the laſt, Theſe 
Creatures are ſometimes taken with a large 


ted with a piece of Dogs or Sheeps Fleſh. | I 


half a Mile from Batavia: He was thirty foot 
long. His Fleſh was white, and ſmelt a little 
Muſtiſh : It is wholſom enough to eat. Some 
Perſons who liv'd a long time at Batavia, aſ- 
ſurd me, there is a ſort of Crocodile which is a 
particular Enemy to the Poultry. Theſe Ani- 
mals live for the moſt part in the Sea, or in 
the diſemboguing of Rivers : There are like- 
wile Serpents in this Iſland. One day as the 
dieur de la Caſe was hunting ina Wood near 
Batavia, he perceiv'd one coming down from 
a Tree hifling : It was as large as his Arm, 
and ſeven or eight foot long. As this Serpent 
|Fpproach'd , and began to come furiouſly at 
im, he kill'd him with 'a Fuſee. He had a 
= Wort of Hood upon his Head, much like that 

Nrention'd by Monſieur Tavernier. M. de la 
aſe was ſo terribly- frighted at this Serpent, 
nd dreaded ſo much to meet with another of 

em, that he did not mind looking after the 
tone they ſay they have under their Hoods, 
hich is an admirable Antidote. There are ano- 
her fore of Serpents, which are at leaſt fifty 
bot long. They preſerve at Batavia, the — 


Fs 


ſaid, no leſs greedy of Man's, but care is ta- 


have ſeen one taken in a Net at Sea, about 
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| Hook, faſten'd to the end of a Chain, and bai- 
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of one that devour'd a young Girl, and which — 


was not above twenty foot long. FE 
_. Whilſt I am upon this Article of Animals in |} || 
Java, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething concerning an 
extraordinary Ape, which I my ſelf have often 
ſeen on the Point of the Baſtion call'd Saphire, 
where ſhe had a little Houſe, It was a Female 
very tall, and who walk'd upright on its Hind- 
Legs. It conceal'd the Parts that diſtinguiſhes 
the Sexes, by one of its Hands, which was nei- 
ther hairy without nor within, Its Face had 
no other Hair upon it, than the Eye-brows, 
and in general, it much reſembled one of thoſe 
Groteſque Faces, which the Female Hottentots 
have at the Cape. It made its Bed neatly eve- 
ry day, went into it, laid its Head upon 3 
Pillow, and. cover'd its ſelf with a Coverlet, 
after the manner practis d among us. When it 
had the Head-Ach, it bound its Head with 2 
Clout, and 'twas pleaſant to ſee it fo coif'd 
a-bed. I could tell you ſeveral other odd Sto- 
Ties of this Animal, which ſeem'd extreamly 
ſingular, but as I could not admire them fo 
much as others did, becauſe I knew ſhe was to 
be ſent to Europe, and for that reaſon might 
have been taught all theſe Tricks, I did not 
deduce the ſame Conſequences from them: 
In a word, this Ape died at laſt off the Cape 75 
of Good Hope, in one of the Ships belonging to Y 
the Fleet I was in. This Creature had much 
of a Human Figure, and as tis ſaid, was of 2 
particular Species of Apes, to. be found only 
in the Iſland of Java, but all were not of this 
Opinion; and ſome believ'd, this Beaſt was be 
got between an Ape and a Woman. When an 
Female-Slave has committed a great Fault, and 
has reaſon to apprehend being ſeverely - 
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of Francis LEGuar. 
ſtiz'd for it, after the Cuſtom of the Country, 
ſhe commonly flies to the. Woods as a frighted 
Beaſt, and lives there much like one. And Na- 
ture who does not oppoſe the Copulation of 
Horſes with Aſſes, may well admit that of an 
Ape with a Female-Animal that reſembles him, 
eſpecially where the latter is ngt reſtrain'd by 
any Principle. An Ape and a Negro-Slave born 
and brought up out of the knowledge of God, 
have not leſs Similitude between them, than 
an Aſs and a Mare. . 

I ſhall add to the figure of this Ape, that of 
a ſmall Lizard in the Iſle of Gilolo, which one 
of my Friends drew according to the natural 
Bigneſs, and preſented to me. This pretty lit- 
tle Animal, has the Bill and Feet of a Bird: 
Its Head is of a lightiſh green, its Back of a 
browniſh red, and its Belly Limon-colour'd, 
ſpotted with Violet-blue. Its Tail has- marks 
uke Rings round it: It is a lively Creature, 
and very ſwift: It catches, and greedily de- 
vours Flies. This is the Account has been gi- 
ven me of this Animal. RE 8 

Batavia including the City and Suburbs, is 
inhabited by divers Nations, viz. Dutch, French, 
Germans, Portugueſes, Favans, Chineſes and 1oers. 
The Languages moſt in uſe are, Dutch, Malay, 
Portugueſe and Chineſe. 

The Company is as it were Abſolute in this 
Iſland, a great number of petty Sovereigns 
reigning there under their Protection: Nay, 
the Emperor of Fapar, who is by far the moſt 
Potent of any of them, cannot be ſaid to be 
entire Sovereign of his Country, ſince the Hol- 
landers have divers Forts and Garriſons in it. 
As for the Natives of thoſe Provinces that re- 
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Slaves, that they chooſe rather to obey the 


Hollanders, who treat them more courteouſly and 
politickly, than their own Princes. Es 
The General of this Company is in effect 
King, tho' he has not that Title. He Go- 
verns with more or leſs Authority, according 
as the People have conferr d on him more or 
leſs Power. The General of Batavia, King or 
Viceroy, or what you pleaſe to call him, is 
choſen by the Company by plurality of Voices, 
and tho his Power be ſubject to be revok'd by 
his Electors, in like manner as the Emperor of 
Germany's 15, yet he generally enjoys his Office 
for Life : He has a Kings Table and Train, 
His Coach, which is always drawn by fix Hor- 
ſes, is preceded by a Company of Horſe-Guards 
with Trumpets, and follow'd by one of Foot, 
which are often oblig'd ro run. Before and on 
each ſide the Halberdiers, attend and follow 
very cloſe, and theſe Guards are no leſs ſpruce 


and finely ſet out, than the Royal Swiſs. 


When I am ſpeaking of Coaches, I muſt tell 
you by the by, that altho' they have Horſes 
here in plenty enough, yet their Coach-Hor- 
ſes generally come from Perſia : They are ſmal- 
ler than ours, and very ſtrait before, yer of in- 
credible Swiftneſs and Spirit. The Generals 
Lady's Train is not altogether ſo Magnificent 
as that of her Husband, yet ſhe has likewiſe her 
Halberdiers, and makes a very fine Figure. 

Here it would be proper to ſpeak ſomething 
of the other great Officers, and the different 
Courts of Juſtice, but I underſtand it has been 
already done, and therefore ſhall omit it. 

Of all Nations that are ſetled at Batavia, the 
Europeans are the Richeſt ; Coaches are very 
common, and exceeding fine. The Houſes - 
| we 
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well of the City, as the Suburbs, and even 


well built, and moſt of them exceeding finely 
furniſh'd. The Gardens are adorn'd with Ca- 


nals, Arbours, Parterres, &c. and fill'd with all 


ſorts of Flowers, and the beſt Fruits of that 
Country. 5 | 

In general I may ſay, the Women are ex- 
treamly lazy here, for as they enjoy great 
Plenty, and by a fort of Cuſtom are become 
more Miſtreſſes than any where elſe, they 
mind nothing but their Pleaſures, and are more- 


over ſo ＋ and revengeful, that it is dan- 


gerous to offend them. 


When the Company firſt eftabliſh'd themſelves 


here, the Women were lo fcarce, that even 
the Principal Officers were oblig'd to marry 
Indians, which no doubt has been the occation 
of the pride of that Sex in this Country. At 
preſent there is great plenty of them ; they 
have multiply'd exceedingly, and confidering 
that many arrive frequently from foreign Parts, 
there are more than ſufficient for ſuch as re- 
quire but a moderate uſe of them. As they 
not only ſuffer no Beggars here, but conſide- 
rably relieve ſuch as fall under any Neceſſity, 
the pooreſt of all the Women has when ſhe 
goes abroad, at leaſt one Slave that carries an 
Umbrello over her Head. Tis the ſame with 
the Men, except thoſe that belong to the 
Troops, and are above the quality of an En- 
ſign. The Soldiers being for the moſt part In- 
ſolent, and the Company deſirous that all 
their Colonies ſhould enjoy an entire Liberty, 
thought fit to bridle thoſe that carry'd Arms, 
and reduce them to ſtate of Humility ; ſo that 
vpon this occaſion, a Cobler, tor example, . 
| ave 
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choſe in the Country, are at preſent large, and 
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have a Slave to carry an Umbrello over his Head, 
whereas an Enſign of the Garriſon is not al- 
low'd the ſame Privilege. 

The Europeans do not make the hundredth 
part of the Inhabitants. Next to them the Chi- 
»eſes are the Richeſt, and make the greateſt 
Figure: Altho' the Pictures we have from Chi- 
na, and the Relations are given us of that 
Country, always repreſent the Inhabitants Taw- 
ny, and large Viſag'd, with flat Noſes, and 
little Eyes, yet I can aſſure you I have ob- 
ſerv'd no ſuch thing of that People at Batavia, 
where there are above ten thouſand of them 
ſetled, and many more that come from time to 
time occaſionally from China to Trade. 

_ Generally ſpeaking, thoſe People are all as 
white as the Europeans, and have Faces of the 
ſame form. This is what I have ſeen and ob- 
ſerv'd a hundred times, in ſpite of my former 
Prejudice : *Tis computed there are forty 
Thouſand Chineſes in the whole Ifland. They 
pay a Crown a Head per Month as Tribute ro 
the Company, and thoſe who have a mind to wear 
one or more Gold Bodkins in their Hair, pay 
moreover a Crown for each Bodkin. Policy 
obliges the Company to afford them divers Ho- 
nours, and to grant them great Privileges, 
They have a Head who has. a place in the 
Council, and a right to Vote, where any Per- 
ſon of their Nation is to betry'd for his Life: 


And 'tis not without great reaſon they are 


thus diſlinguiſh'd, ſince without them, the City 
of Batacia would not be worth half what it 15, 
They are not leſs Laborious, Induſtrious, and 


adroit in Commerce, than ingenious, and of 


a prudent and peaceable Temper. They ob- 
ſerve much upright Dealing among them- 
ſelves 
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3, ſelves, but play tricks with Strangers, and 
l cheat them without ſcruple, whenever it lies 


in their way. They Game exceedingly, and 
th do it with ſo equal a Countenance, that yau 
1 can't tell when they win, and when they loſe, 
eſt The good underſtanding they have with one 
. another, can never be enough commended 
1at nor admir'd : They look upon each other as 
w- Brothers, and never ſuffer any Quarrels or 
nd Differences. that may ariſe between them, to laſt 
)b- long. Mediators ſoon interpoſe, and all Mat- 
ia, ters are quickly Reconcil'd. Where any one 
em happens to loſe what he has by Shipwreck, or 
to other Accident, an Aſſeſſment is immediately 
| laid according to each Mans Ability, in order 
| os to reſtore the unfortunate Perſon to his for- 
the mer Condition. OY 
* The charitable and ſpeedy manner with 
ner which theſe People relieve each other when in 
xrty | Want, inſomuch that there is neither a Beg- 
hey gar, nor a diſſatisfy d Perſon among them, has 
. ro ſomewhat ſo ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing in it, 
rear that we muſt own it is a Reproach to the 
pay || greateſt part of us Chriſtians. And as the Prin- 
ciples of the Chineſes. concerning this ſore of 
Ho- Charity, are very near thoſe of Moſes, accor- 
ges. ding to whoſe Laws there was to be no needy. 
the Perſon in Iſrael, and the fame likewiſe that 
per- Hare eſtabliſh'd, and ſo often repeated in the 
| Giſpel, I thought I could not any ways diſob- Deut. x5. 
lige the Reader, if J gave him an Extract of 
ſome Sentences out of the Book entituled The 
Golden Book, or the Golden Sentences of Hoangti- 
— one of the LXXII. moſt excellent Diſci- 
ples. | | 
ob- fl {It is their celebrated Confucius, whom they 
hem- Pemmonly ſtile the See King of Letters, and 


they 


* 
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they ſay; he had LXXII. principal Diſciples, eq 
of which number was Hoanpti-Xao. DN * 
The Golden Book contains Political and Mo- E 
ral Maxims, which having for the moſt part an 
coherence with one another, not unlike that tha 
Book of Solomon, which it has pleas'd our Tran- y 
ſlators to give the name of Proverbs to, inſtead * 
of that of Sentences. La has 
As the Emperors of China, as well as the div: 
_ other Eaſtern Monarchs, have made themſelves * 
abſolute over their People, from whom. they /erw 
have extorted a kind of Adoration, the Sages. Keu 
have ſometimes artfully oppos'd fo pernicious Þ as po 
a Doctrine, and fo contrary to Juftice and If e 
Reaſon. The Author of theſe Gold:: Sentences i /iewe 
not only fulminates againſt Tyrants, who ima- were 
gining themſelves form'd of other Matter than n, 
the reſt of Mankind, look upon them as Rep- J % yo, 
tiles, whom they may either ſpare or deſtroy, Coaſe. 
but alſo againſt all Governors in general, what- e pe, 
ever Titles they bear, providing they do not 7efreſh 
at the hazard of their Lives, if occaſion be, 7 Jef 
maintain, defend, and make their Subjects hap- ¶ on 90. 
py. He ſays, that the firſt thing a Prince ought I J /þ; 
to do upon his aſcending the Throne, ſhould be I allso 
to inform himſelf diligently of the Condition I /ufer;, 
of his People, to the end he may be ready tof ſame co 
relieve them upon Neceſſity. He ranks Gene- the Tais 
roſicy, with Prudence and Courage, among the Xanty, 
chiefeſt Virtues, that ought to adorn a gene- Ir 225 
Tous Breaſt, inaſmuch as the immenſe Sum L) Ion 
which are brought from the Provinces into hi] Thou fe 
Coffers, are only depoſited there, that he mai and gen- 
diſtribute them according to the occaſions botiiſ: arri 
of publick and private Perſons. | ond cold 


Remember, ſays he in one Place, O antun 
That the chief aud fundamental Law of all is, 
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X * 


which has receiv'd the Gift of Life from the high 
and adorable 8 is, That they ſhould enjoy all 


that good and wiſe Nature has produc'd, that is be- 
neficial for them both above and below the Moon. 


** Remember that the ſole great and adorable Power 
has made every good thing for us all, to ſuſtain and 
divert every living Soul! 8 | 
m M then, O Xantung ! Haſt thou re- 
ſerv'd Peacocks and Sturgeon for thy ſelf, whilſt poor 
Keu-Han, 4 very good Man, tho born of Parents 


as poor as himſelf, i ſometimes reduc d to browze on 


the Mountains with wild Goats ? Ts it that you be- 


lieve that good Veniſon, good Fruit, and good Fiſh, 


were made only for you, and ly no means for him ? 


Why, I beſeecb you, do not you likewiſe appropriate 
.to your ſelf ali the Salubrious Air that bleſſes the 


Coaſts of Honan, to rhe end the unbappy may not 
be permitted to breath it, till ſuch time as it has 
refreſh'd the Lobes of your Lungs, by which you ſeem 
to deſire that theſe poor People ſhould ſubſſt only up 
on your Excrements? And why, again, have not 
you ſhut up the fair and wvivifying Sun within the 
Walls of your Park or Palace for your ſole uſe ; not 
ſuffering the vile Populace, whoſe Blood is not of the 
ſame colour with yours, to have any other Light than 
the faint glimmerings of a leſſer Planet? I know it, Q 
Xantung ! Why haſt not thou made all theſe things ? 
It was, becauſe it was altogether out of thy Power, 
Thy long Hands have prov'd too ſhort for that Work, 
Thou ſeizeſt bravely all that is within thy reach, 
and generouſly lead ſt that which is too high for theę 
to arrive at, ***-.*** Keu-Han is both hungry 
and cold; he has neither Money, Employment, wir 
Health: All rejef# bim, all abandon him. Tell 
me, thoß that art at the Helm of the Government, 
2 Daß, 


every one ſhould live, and if poſſible, live happy, 


Remember that the Privilege of every Creature 
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Thou whoſe Duty it is to take care of the People, and 


| that art paid fer it to boot, why doſt not thou, 1 ſay, 


make haſt torelieve bim? *** Priſons abound with 
ſuch wretches as be ; both they and their Fathers 
have been render d poor and miſerable, either by pub- 
lick or private Tyranny. They ſuffer, they languiſh, 
they faint ; their Wives and their Children are m 
Deſpair ; why delay ſti thou then, Governor of thy 
People, to deliver theſe afflicted Creatures? wn 
Keu-Han thus reduc'd to Extremity, yielded to a na- 


tural Temptation, rather than die with Hunger ; To free 


himſelf from it, he took a Loaf of a Baker, and you 
have thus rigorouſly puniſhd bim for it. But you 
have committed a double Sin, you 2ho bear the fine 
Title of Father of your Country. You have not re- 
lieved the wretched ready to drep into the Ground, 
but have 'us d bim without all manner of Mercy. 
*** like ſo good Laws, that no bod; may be in dan- 
ger of periſhing with Hunger, and then freely execute 
ſeverely the other Laws againſt all Uſurpers. *** But 
what is this Hunger and Want? You know nothing of 
it, you that roul in Delight and Abundance, and you 
believe, doubtleſs, that he alone is miſerable, who ap- 


| pears to you to be famiſh'd and ftary'd with Cold. 


You may nevertheleſs believe likewiſe, that a poit 


| Nouriſhment not extraordinary good, and the want of 


Relief in great Neceſſity, weaken the poor Man, ſad- 
den his Soul, make him cruelly languiſh, and lead 
him ſlowly to his Grave. *** Wicked Governors : 
You are oftentimes guilty of the ſins of the Poor, as 
youare the occaſion of their Misfortunes. 

* There is a neceſſary Coherence and Dependanct 
between certain Laws. As one is, ſo you muſt ſup. 
Poſe the other to be, and that one cannot ſubſiſt, unleſs 
the other be maimtain'd. Now the Law which forbids 
any one to appropriate to himſelf what belongs to an 
ther Man, is feunded upon another Law, _—_— : 
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High and Mighty Lords! ſays elſewhere this 


Chineſe Philoſopher, inexorable and Fleſhly-minded 


Robbers! Obſtinate and inſatiable Blood. ſuckers ! 
High and mighty Thieves, that you are, who haughtily 
ſeize upon what does not belong to you, but to others. 
Or who do not reſtore that which your Anceſtors have 
uſurp'd without Pity or Fuſtice! By what Law of 
Nature or Equity, think you, all belongs to you, and 
nothing to any body elſe ? , You are at preſent ap- 
plauded, moſt illuſtrious Wretches, and the good Men, 


whom you, or the Villains e Heirs you are, have 


robb'd, fall now proſtrate to the Ground when you 


paſs by with your gilded Palanquin. But ſoon your 


' worthleſs Souls ſhall be of no other uſe, than to ſwell 


is to periſh by unhappy Pover- 
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the backs of * Teads, and the poor Man who is of Theſ. 
much greater worth, tho at preſent oppreſs d, ſhall ae g 


cruſh your to pieces. 


*** Whether it be that thy Ra- believe 
pins, or thoſe of thy Fathers have enrich d thee, O the Me- 


Ti-Fa! ( for of a thouſand rich Mem, there is bard- "ave 


ly one that is not either wicked himſelf, or an Heir 
to one that was ſo; ) whether it may be thy good 
Fortune, or thy Induſtry, bade heap d on thee Gold 
and Pearls, know that thy Abundance does not belong 
to thee alone, and that the rich Man, he I mean that 
is lawfully ſo, becomes a Thief when he ſuffers the 
poor Man to want. *** Oh how great is my Concern, 
when I contemplate that lofty and rich Mountain of 
Keuangſi, which fronts the Cell whither I am re- 
tir d! That excellent part of the Terreſtrial Globe, is 
all cover d with fine Paſtures, Golden Wheat-Ears, 
Flax, Ginger, Cedars, and Aromatick Plants, in the 
middle of which, the fineſt and beſt taſted Birds make 
their Neſts. The perfum'd Civet-Cats run about in 
great numbers, together with the ſwift wild Goats, 
and the bounding Roe-Bucks : Nay, the Entrai/s of 
— O 3 this 
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this Wonderful Mountain enrich the Ve} with Ruby's 3 


Amethyſts and Saphires. But who is it ht is in poſ= 
ſeſſion of this fine little World? Aluſs Three hun— 
dred Families that were formerly diſpers d :hroughout 
it, divided it between them, till the Noble High- 
Wah- Man Nao-ti-cao, under pretexts that eaſily 
correſponded with his Rapaciouſueſs, ftund means, to 
his Glory be it ſpoken, to reunite to his ancient De- 
 meſns, eighteen cr twenty of theſe poor Inheritances: 
Ye-vam bis Son ſi5z/d upon thirty more, and in the 
ſpace of ſixty years, the ſad Remains of theſe three 
hundred ruin d, outed, vagabond and unfortunate Fa- 
milies, ſaw this Mountain entirely in the poſſeſſion of 
Ti-Hohai, ho for Reaſons of State and Avarice, 
bas ſwallow'd up all. | IE 
] bat uſe does the Iluſtrious Ti-Hohai make of 
all theſe Riches? He cntertains Magnificently his 
Dogs, his Concubines, and his Friends. He laviſhes 
exceedingly, he is prodigal without Conſideration, to- 
Wards certain Raſcals that are continually about him, 
and all this without hearkening to either the cries of the 
Pocr, the juſt demands of his Creditors, or the wants 


of good Men. Ti-Hohai has a great Soul; he hates 


all ſorts of Baſeneſs, and pillages only like a great 
SP. | 5 

O fertil and delicious Mountain ! My Eyes cannot 
look towards thee without ſhedding Tears. But whi- 
ther (hall I then carry them, theſe Eyes where you may 
ſee Wonder painted with Grief ? See on the other ſide the 


vaſt and gay Plain of Ocomſiao, of which an agree 


able winding of the River Hoang makes a Peninſu- 
la, which is likewiſe the Prey to a moſt Noble Lord, 
he Lord Kiumfa, who altogether oppeſite to the ge- 
nerous ſquanderer Ti-Hohai, digs Gold out of the 
Alines of Sighem, for no other Reaſon, but to raiſe 
iin ones in his Coffers of Iron: See the frigbiful 
 Carcaſſes that drag along his old diſlocated _— 
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See bim himſelf with bis mean Aſpect and frighted 


Air, as FA the pitileſs Tartar was ready to ſeize en 


his Treaſure. The Noble Kiumfa has in a word, 
totally poſſeſs'd himſelf within theſe frue years, of the 
excellent Country of Ocomſiao, and the fatal Exe- 
cutioner has already epos d divers unhappy Wretches 
to the Crows, who having been deſpoil'd of all they 
bad by the Conqueror, dar'd, in their extream Ne- 
ceſſity, 30 reſume but a ſmall Portion of what had 
been taken from them. ** Fr 

Shall ] mount to the top of Vigean, or tranſport 


9 


my ſel, to the forked Brow of Canghehu ? And . 


ſhall J from thence contemplate the rich Provinces that 
extend themſelves even to the Sea? But I ſhall every 
where meet with the like Conqueſts. Thau art 
too ſmall, O univerſal Earth! To ſatisfie the bound- 
leſs Deſires of. one proud Mid-Man. ** 
*** The Philoſopher Yemam-NXilin, remov d from 
cruel and preſſing Neceſſity, would paſs a retir d Life 
in Tranquility, would willingly cultivate ſome a- 


greeable Garden to breath the freſh Air, under the 


ſhade of a Fig-Tree that he himſelf had planted, and 
to hear at certain times, the ſweet and innocent Notes 
of the harmonious Nightingale. He would willingly 
adorn this little Paradiſe with ſome borders of Flow- 
ers, raiſe a Hive of Bees there, and turn in ſome 
clear Spring that might ſerve him to bath in, and in 
Recompence, he would never deſtroy the Fiſh that Na- 
ture had plac'd there. * Tir d with the vanities of 
the World, which he had ſufficiently experienc'd , 
and pleas d with this ſolitary, Grot, he might go 
and divert his fatigud Imagination in the different 
Paths of this little Encloſure, and there repair the 
ifs of his Spirits waſted by Study, and ſo make him- 
ſelf amends for the Misfortunes of this Life. Full 
F Contempt for the mad multitude which runs blind- 
ly after Chimera s, be might happily enjoy there ſome 
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mew and profitable Delights. But the Earth is all 
invaded; all is ſeix d. The Great are already in 


poſſeſſion of it, and there remains no corner for him. 
He muſt buy that dear, which is ſhortly to ſerve him 
for a Grave | | 
Thus the Author of the Golden Sentences a- 
bandoning himſelf to the fury of his Thoughts, 
which are, he ſays, Oracles of Confucius, who de- 
livers himſelf oftentimes like an Orator of that 
Country, rather than either a Lawyer or a Poli- 
tician. Nay, theſe Maxims have ſeem'd to his 
Country-men ſo juſt and well-grounded, that 
on one hand Terror and Cuſtom, two terrible 
Tyrants, has made them Slaves and Idolizers of 
their Kings; on the other, the Leſſons of their 
wiſe Men, which they have well conceiv'd 
and digeſted, has inclin'd them to relieve the 
diſtreſsd, inſomuch that there is not a poor 
Man, as I have already obſerv'd, to be found 
amongſt them. | 

To return to what I was ſaying of the poor 
Chineſes, I muſt likewiſe Remark, that there are 
no Beggars neither at Batavia among the Eu- 
ropeans. It may be Emulation in Conjunction 
with natural Juſtice and Policy, has contribu- 
ted to the eſtabliſhing of this good Order a- 
mong the Portugueſes ; for as for the Hollander, 
every one knows that even in Holland it ſelf, and 
all the Provinces belonging to that wiſe and 
powerful Republick, all ſuch as are able to 
Work, are furniſh'd with ſuch proper Means, 
that no one can ſay with Juſtice, that he has 
been forc'd to beg his Bread. 

The Chineſes live very well, and eat neatly, 
altho' without either Napkin or Table-Cloath: 
They do not take the Meat between their Fin- 
ger, but as it is ſerv d up all cut to pieces; they 
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carry it to their Mouths with two gilded Sticks 
about five or ſix Inches long. 

They wear long Gowns very light, and for 
the moſt part white, with large Breeches that 
reach even to their Ancles. They make great 
account of their Hair, which is exceeding long, 
and which they always ſuffer to grow. They 
wreath it in Treſſes, and twiſt it round behind 
their Heads, faſtening it with Bodkins as. I have 


before mention'd. I can't remember I've ever 


ſeen any fair Hair here, but it muſt not be 


concluded from thence that the People are 


Tawny, for if I muſt repeat it once more, they 
are generally as fair as we are. = 
They have little Beards, and eſteem them ſo, 
that they never ſhave them. Nay, they have 
no .leſs value for thoſe of others, for if any 
Perſon has a mind to run the riſque either of 


his Beard or his Hair, he may wager it againſt 


a conſiderable Sum, and being won, it is kept 
as a precious Treaſure by him that won it ; 
and on the contrary, he that loſt it becomes ſo 
intamous, that no body cares to deal with him 


any more. They carry a great Fan in their 


Hands which they cover their Heads with from 

time to time, in ſtead of an Umbrella, which 

the Europeans only make ule of. 
When they Salute one another, they pre- 


ſent themſelves wich their Fiſts clinch'd, and 


afterwards embracing each other, toſs up one 
of their Hands as the People do in En- 

They Trade in their Country, and particu- 
larly bring from thence Tea and Porcelain. 
Thoſe among them whom I ſhall call Stran- 


gers, that is, who are not as it were Natura- 
lie d at Batavia, cannot continue there above 


fix 


: 
: 
! 


202 


The Yojzage and Adventures 
ſix Months. Theſe have their Heads all ſnav'd 


after the new mode of their Country, except 


a Lock which they reſerve in the middle, and 
which hangs down behind. - The Tartar who 


at preſent reigns over this Nation, impos'd this 


Law upon them, being what is practis'd in his 
Country by his natural Subjects, but which 
ſerves the Chineſes for a badge of Slavery. 


Theſe People in general have ſomewhat 


Noble and Magnificent in them, what-ever 
they do. When any Chineſe betroths himſelf at 


Batavia, after the Contract is ſign'd, he at 


Night goes to viſit his Miſtriſs in a Magnifi- 


cent Chair carry'd by four Men, and preceded 


by three or four hundred others, either Je- 
vans hir d for that purpoſe, or Negro Slaves, each 
of them bearing Light at the end of a Stick. 
"Tis true, this Light or Lanthorn anſwers lit- 
tle to the Splendor of the reſt, being only a 


Hogs Bladder upon a Pole, with a piece of 


Wax-Candle init. The Chair is immediately 
follow'd by: a great number of that Country 
Muſicians, who make between them a very odd 


ſort of Harmony. 5 
The Prieſts come after on Horſe-back with 


long Violet-colour'd Robes, and ſquare Bon- 
nets, about which march on all ſides before 
and behind, a great number of the Bride- 
grooms Friends, who inceffantly throw up in- 
to the Air Fire-works, which repreſent divers 


ſorts of Animals. The Gallant goes to viſit 


his Miſtriſs with this Equipage, and returns at- 


ter the ſame manner. When they walk toge- 
ther, the ſame Pomp is obſerv'd, and even when 


they go to be marry'd, with this difference 
only, that the Woman is carry'din ſuch a Char, 


that ſhe can ſee whatever is done without be- 
| ing 
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ing ſeen her ſelf. When. the Marriage Cere- 
mony is ended, the Men dine together in Pub- 
lick, but the Women are in another Chamber 
by themſelves, whither the Men never come. 
The Tables of both Chambers are ſo order'd, 
that the two marry'd People may fit that day 
back to back, a Wall being only between them: 
At Night the Husband does the honour to his 


Wife, to receive her to his Table, a favonr 
ſhe never afterwards has granted, the Men of 


this Nation having that contempt for their 
Wives, that they look upon them to be no bet- 
ter than Slaves, they being like other Eaſtern 
Nations extreamly jealous. 


There were but three Women born in China, 


at Batavia when I was there, ſo that the Chi- 
neſes were at firſt oblig'd to marry Favans, but 
their Families have ſo encreas'd ſince, that now 
they have, enough Daughters for the Sons: 
Theſe People are exceedingly addicted to that 
abominable Sin which deſtroy'd Sozzzz, Ar 
frſt they never endeavour'd to conceal it, and 
when they were indicted for it, they anſwer d, 
it was an innocent Action, and what was al- 
low'd them; many of them were nevertheleſs 
put to Death for it. | 
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Their Wives and Daughters are Inviſible, at - 


leaſt they are never ſeen, and they never go 
abroad : I never ſaw but one during the whole 
year that I was at Batavia, and that was in a 


Houſe. The Men keep Favan and Negro Wo- 


men for Concubines, or make uſe of them 


when they meet them, without much Cere- 


mony. | 
As the ſmallneſs of the Women's Feet is one 
of their greateſt Perfections, and which moſt 
charms the Men, ſo ſoon as born they — 
them 
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them into Iron Moulds, which hinder their 
Growth, ſo that when they go to walk, they 


can hardly keep themſelves upon their Legs. 
For fix Months from the firſt day of the year 


they feaſt and make merry, keeping a ſort of 


Carnaval, which laſts Day and Night. They 
then run up Theatres, on which their young 
People act a kind of Comedies, for which they 
have odd Cloaths 'made on purpoſe : Their 
common Subjects, are the Lives or Hiſtories of 
Great Men. At Night during this Repreſen- 
tation, they pitch Bamboo's of forty or fifty 
foot high, before the Houſes of the. moſt con- 
ſiderable of their Nation, to which they affix 
Fire-works that coſt a great deal, and laſt moſt 
part of the Night. This is one of the princi- 
by of their Diverſions. Theſe People are very 
nduftrious, and have a particular Talent for 
making theſe Fire-works. Among other things, 
they very naturally repreſent by them divers 


ſorts of Animals: Diſguis'd as I have told you, 


whom they tell a fine and long Tale. 
chiefeſt Diverſion of this Feaſt conſiſts in the 


they run along the Streets, and make thele 


Animals, compos'd of Paper and Wild-fire, fly. 
They have a Feaſt which they celebrate on 
the Water, in Memory of a certain Woman of 
their Nation, who drown'd her ſelf, and _ 
The 


{wift Rowing. of ſeveral light Boats, like the 
Gondola's at Venice. Divers of theſe Boats equal- 


ly furniſh'd with Rowers, ſtart at the ſame 


time on a certain Signal, and they that arrive 
firſt at the Goal obtain the Prize. 

The Burials of the Chineſes are perform'd with 
great Ceremony. When a fick Perſon is at 


che point of Death, all his Friends and —— 
whi- 
ther 


gather about him, and ask him frankly 
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ther he is going, and why he will leave them? 


Queſtions very edifying, and much to the pur- 
poſe! They tell him he need only acquaint 


them what he wants, and aſſure him very obli- 


gingly, he ſhall immediately have all he can 
ask. — | : | | © 

When he has render'd up his poor Soul to 
the mercy of his Creator, they lay his Corps 
in a Bed of State, the Richeſt and moſt Sum- 
ptuous they can get. Some time after he is car- 


ry'd on the ſame Bed to be bury'd, upon the 


ſhoulders of twelve Men, in ſuch manner that 
every body may ſee him: A great number of 
People march confuſedly before and after the 
Corps. Immediately next to it go the Prieſts 
on Horſe-back, Habited as I have told you, 
in long Violet-colour'd Robes, and after them 
come the hir'd female Mourners cloath'd in 
White, and walking together under a ſort of 
Linen Tent open a-top. . Theſe Mourners or 
Weepers torment themſelves inceſſantly, and at 
every ſtep almoſt paſſionately demand of the 


deceas'd Perſon, Why he would ſo abandon the 


World 2 What he wanted, and why he would 
not let it be known, fince undoubtedly he 
would: have receiv'd ſatisfaction in all he could 
ask 2 x 

Theſe Fooliſh queſtions ſurpriz'd me leſs from 
the Mouths of theſe People, than they did from 
the Iriſh Catholicks, who inhabit a part of re- 
land, and make much the ſame Complaints 
on theſe Occaſions. Tis thus the Body is car- 


ry'd to the deſtin'd place of Sepulchre, which 


5 very near half a League from Batavia. They 
bury ſome pieces of Silver with the Corps, and 
every day fora year together carry ſome Viands, 


and preſent them at the Tomb of the Deceas'd, 


with 
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with deſign to do honou and good to him. 
It would be dangerous to taſt theſe Viands, ſince 


ofrentimes they poyſon them, in order to re- 
venge the Attempt of ſuch as ſhould preſume 


to carry them away. Unriddle who will the 
Notions of theſe poor Wretches, who treat | 
their deareſt Friends with the ſame Poyſon 
they prepare for Thieves, Tigi thus Religion, 


ill underſtood, oftentimes degenerates into Ex- 
travagance. As for the other Preſents, I'm 
well affur'd they poyſon them likewiſe, as well 
knowing the Motive of Intereſt, frequently pre- 
vails over that of Superſtition. Among their 
Tombs there are ſome very large, and finely 
have divers Pagodes at Batavia. 
At firſt ſight theſe Temples ſeem much to re- 


ſemble the Roman-Catholick Churches. 


You ſee there ſorts of Chapels, Altars, Wax- 
Tapers, Lamps, Holy-Water, Pictures, Statues 


and Images of a hundred forms. The Prieſts 


too are ſet off with Ornaments, not unlike 
thoſe of the Roman-Catholick Clergy. They 
wear at their Girdles, or on their Arms, cer- 
tain Chaplets, whoſe Beads are not all equal, 
and which they make uſe of to count certain 


Prayers which they repeat machinally. The 


People have alſo their Devotions calculated, ra- 


ther for a Monkey than a God, and wear their 


ſtrings of little Bullets, in like manner with the 


Prieits. bes: 
When theſe laft celebrate they uſe many Ge- 
nuflexions, turn to the Right, Left, forwards 


and backwards, one making Invocations, and 


the other anſwering him: The By-itanders 


ſeem to afford great Attention. Very often, 


and eſpecially a Mornings, a Prieſt walks thro 
the Street carrying a lutle 1 know not what, 
| over 
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over whoſe Head is born a ſort of Canopy, . 


and a great multitude follows this Idol very de- 


youtly. They have likewiſe very great Proceſ- 
ſions, in which they carry a ſort of Croſs, and 


Standards of divers ſhapes and colours. Theſe 


are things which I have often ſeen. 


Furthermore when you ask the moſt Senſible 
among them what they Worſhip, they anſwer 
very well, that they Worſhip but one God, no 
more than the Hollanders ; that the Human Fi- 


-gures you ſee in their Temples, are only Re- 


preſentations of Men and Women, who have 


formerly liv'd well, and are now in a ſtate of 


Happineſs ; that the Adoration they pay them, 
is not of the ſame kind with thac they pay 
to God; that they honour them only on God's 
account, becauſe they are his intimate Friends ; 
and as for the other Statues of different forms, 
whereof ſome ſeem to Strangers ſo ridicu- 
lous and ill favour'd, it could not be thought 
that they believ'd them to be any thing but 
inanimate Matter, however, they athrm'd they 


repreſented myſteriouſly the various Virtues or 


Attributes, as we ſpeak, of the moſt high Pow- 
er which has made the World; and that theſe 
Figures were very proper to captivate the at- 
tention of a People, who could not be ex- 
traordinarily mov'd at any thing but what they 


fancy'd in their Imaginations, and who were 


accuſtom'd to call that nothing, which was in- 


viſible : That a Hieroglyphick, for Example, 


with an hundred Arms inſpir'd them with an 


Idea of a great Power, and diſpos'd them to 
the profoundeſt Acts of Humiliation ; and that it 


was the ſame of the reſt. This brings into my 
Memory the Chriſtian Expoſition, which the 
Learned Biſhop of Meaux has given us of the 

| 58 Doctrine 
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Doctrine and Practices of his Religion. Theſe 


Idolaters, whom I cannot forbear to call by 
that Name, notwithſtanding they pretend to 
make the beſt uſe of their natural Light, con- 
feſt they pay alſo ſome Adoration to the wick- 
ed Spirirs, not thro' Love, or any other Reſpect 
they have for them, but for the ſame reaſon 
that you ſtroke a ſurly Dog, that he may not 
bite you, or that a Man of mean Condition 
cringes to a great Lord, and that Lord plays 
the ſame part over again at Court. | 

"Tis certainly true, that both in China and 
elſewhere among the Idolaters, thoſe Perſons 


Who have been capable of any Reflection, have 


always believ'd that there was only one Al- 
mighty Sovereign Power, the truly ſupream 
and abſolute Authority not being liable to Di- 
viſion. But the People in general have not 
theſe Ideas. | 
When theſe Subaltern Deities have obſtinate- 
ly perſiſted to refuſe thoſe things that were 
reaſonably demanded of them, they have been 
Chaſtis'd after an exemplary manner. Some- 
times their Temples have been ras'd, and their 


Prieſts driven away from their Idols. Father 


Le Comte diſplays this ſo well, that I cannot 
help making uſe of his very Words, 

© When the People are tir'd , they Deſpiſe, 
© Revile, and even Bear their Gods, Dog of 2 
© Spirit, ſay they, as if they were ſpeaking to 
© a bad King, we lodge thee in a Magnificent 


Temple; thou art well gilt, well fed and 


© incens'd, and yet thou art ſoungrateful, asto 
© refuſe us the things we ask of thee, and 
© which are even neceſſary. After this, add 
© the Father, they bind the treacherous God witi 
© Cords, and drag him about the Streets loaded 
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© with Dirt and all ſorts of Filth, topuniſh him 
© for his unkind uſage of them. If by chance 


© they afterwards obtain what they ſought af- 


© ter, then they carry the Idol with great Ce- 
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© remony back again to his Niche, after ha- 


© ving well waſh'd and cleans d him. They 
* proſtrate themſelves alſo before him, and 
make him various Excuſes. To ſpeak Truth, 


* fay they to him, we were a little too haſty, 
© but were not you likewiſe in the wrong, to 


© beſo unkind ro us? Why would you ſuffer 


© your ſelf to be thus us'd, would it not have 
been better for you to have granted chearful- 
* ly what we ask d? | 

The Chineſes have a great ſhare of exterior 


Devotion, ſome Inſtances of which I have ob- 


ſerv'd. The Butchers bleſs their Meat before 
they expoſe it to Sale, and every one bleſſes his 
Victuals, before he puts it into his Mouth. The 
Maſter of the Houſe repeats divers Prayers, 
and reiterates many Genuflections, after which 


he offers what he has to thoſe that are preſent. 
I know this by Experience, and I know like- 


wiſe, they would take it for an unpardonable 
Affront, ſhould any one refuſe to eat what they 
ſo offer d him. | | 

The third ſort of Inhabitants of Batavia, (and 
who might take it ill for not beihg nam'd the 
firſt, were it not that tis cuſtomary to prefer 
the Rich to the Poor) are the Favans or Na- 
tives of the Iſland. They are Tawny, of mo- 
derate Stature, and well ſhap' d. 

They go half-naked, and keep part of their 
Hair under their Turbants, but let fall the reſt. I 
once ſaw a Javan Prince at Batavia, who went 
Habited after the Holland Faſnion, only he kept his 
Turbant. Their Huts are made with Bambeos, and 

'P cover'd 
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cover'd with Leaves,and are for the moſt partſmall 
and ill built. The whole Family lies, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, in one Chamber. Theſe People are 
extreamly ſober, and have no Appetite to eat 
much. They oftentimes content themſelves 
with a little Rice, Fruit, and dry'd Fiſh. Be- 
ing Mahometans they uſe no inebriating Li- 
quors. Tea or pure Water, is their ordinary 
Drink: They have the Reputation of having a 


great deal of Wit, and being quick of Appre- 


henſion. *Tis ſaid they are exceeding faithful 
to one another, but Strangers ſometimes find 
they are not the ſame to them, being poſleſs'd 
with that wicked and pernicious Maxim, not 
to keep Faith with ſuch as they think Here- 
ticks, neither in Religious Matters, nor any 
thing elſe. They are Laborious, and above all, 
good Fiſhermen. - 07 

They all wear by their Sides, and in Scab- 
bards, Daggers poyſon d half-way with a mot 
ſubril ſort of Poyſon, which ſome of them 
know how to temper fo, that it ſhall never 
operate but when, and as often as they pleaſe. 
| The moſt dangerous of thefe Poyſons is the 


ſap of a Tree, which grows in the Iſland of 
The Inhabitants of that Ifland make 


Borneo. : 
uſe of it to poyſon their little Darts, which 
they ſhoot our of Trunks. The Favans ſome- 


times uſe a certain Drink to make them furt- 
ous, and when they are ſo, they cry inceſſant- , 


ly, Amerci, Amerci, which in their Language 
ſignifies, Kill, Kill. They then run about like 


3 
Mad-Men, and kill whatever comes in their 


way with wonderful Addreſs and Agility. To 
ſave your Life at that Juncture, there is no 
better way than to run from them as ſoon 3 
you ſee them coming at a diſtance, but th 
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1 is in caſe you are not in a Condition to de- 
p fend your ſelf. 

A Theſe Cuſtoms they have in common with 
© | the People of Macaſſar their Neighbours, and 
«> || thoſe of the Iſle of Celebes to the Eaſt of Fawa.. 
. | Thele laſt make uſe likewiſe of the Crit or 


Cric, a poyſon'd Ponyard : They make them- 
y ſelves mad in like manner with the Favans, 
a with their Liquid Opium, of which they take a 
„certain Doſe to render them dauntleſs and fu- 
ful rious. They baul out Moka, Moka, as the Fa- 
nd u do Amerci. When they are in this Condi- 


d aon, they think only of killing, or _ kill'd 
not N themſelves. A ſingle Macaſſar in this furious 


Humour , would attack a whole Regiment. 
They have Iron Corſelets, and with their Cric, 
all. N wear likewiſe a Sabre and a Zagay : They alſo 
* ? W hoot poyſon'd Darts out of a Trunk. Certain 
pieces of Paper with Magick Characters which 
they carry about them, are, they believe, a 
hem more powerful Preſervative, than either their 
ever Arms or their Armour. — 

aſe, . When I was at Batavia, the Cric was forbids 


"the ſn to the common Faweps, and only Officers 
4 of Ind other Perſons of Diſtinction, had the Pri- 


makes lege to wear it. They were diſtinguiſhable 
v hich N this Weapon, the Hilt whereof was maſſy 
ome- old, as likewiſe by Guards, which the People 
furi- Tt Quality were _— by. Theſe were 
ſlant- Im d with Wooden Half-pikes, which they car- 


d upright ; Princes and Ambaſſadors have a 
umber of theſe Guards to wait on them. The 
rinces,: c. are carry d on People's Shoul- 
lers in a ſort of Litter cover'd, in the mid- 
oe of which they fit croſs-legg'd like our Tay- 
„„ 168 | 
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The Favan Women, according to com- | 
mon Report, are extraordinary amorous, and I fo 
what is uncommon, their Paflion is no leſs | 
conſtant than ſtrong. They frequently make me 
uſe of Philtres, which I have been aſſur'd they Pi 
adminiſter to their Lovers with Succeſs: And the 
when they ſuſpe& that any of them have been Hu 
faithleſs to them, they do not fail to regale Sulf 
them with ſuch a Drug, as quickly ſends them Gre 
to the Kingdom of Moles, ſo that it requires the- 
a Mans Conſideration twice, before he enga- ¶ infe 
ges with thoſe ſorts of Females once. There ceal 
are a great many who not being ſo much ex- 
pos d to fatigues as the Men, are not near fo gen 
Tawny, and who might paſs even in Europe ſigni 
for Genteel. They have likewiſe good Faces, I mor- 
eſpecially the younger ſort, according to the n 
notion we have of Beauty. Their pretty ſwel- 
ling Breaſts have no conformity with the dang- 
ling Duggs of the homely Africans near the 
ieir Complexions are fine and good, 

tho? a little browniſh, their Hands fair, their 


are many of them that are perfectly handſom 
J have 2 ſome Dance K moſt — lerves 
that could be. They go about Streets with 4 
fort of Drummer after their mode, who beat, 
time to their Motions; and after the youn 
Wench has ended her Dance, one gives he 
ſomething for Encouragement. Another Cha 
they have, is, that they are extreamly neat ang tn 
cleanly, their Religion obliging them to wa 
— all over ſeveral times a Day, 2; 
their Cuſtom being, as I have already obſerv 
to clear their Skins of all that hinders che! 
from being extreamly ſoft and ſmooth, Aff di 
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all this, I know not whether Java may not paſs 
for a gallant Country. 5 


But after I have commended theſe jolly Wo- | 


— 


men ſo much, I can't help adding to their 
Diſadvantage, that if all I have heard be true, 
they are not extraordinary faithful to their 
Husbands ; nevertheleſs, they ſeem extreamly 
Submiſſive. They lie groveling along upon the 


Ground while their Husbands fit, eſpecially if 


there be any Strangers there, (for it may be 
inferr'd from all I have ſaid, they do not con- 
ceal themſelves like the Chineſes, or other Ma- 
bometans of Turkey, Perſia, and elſewhere: ) But 


generally ſpeaking , theſe couchant Poſtures 


ſignifie little to their Honeſty, and are of no 
more Signification, than your moſt humble Ser- 
vant at the end of a Letter. RE, 
Theſe Women go in their Hair, and have for 
Habit a ſhort Waſtcoat with little Sleeves lac'd 


before, which ſits cloſe without joining, and 


being cut ſloping a-top, diſcovers great part of 


their Breaſts. Under this Corſelet which hard- 


ly reaches to their Hlipps, they wrap their Bo- 
dies in a ſort of Scarf of divers Colours, which 
ſerves them for a Petticoat, and which Deing 


light and thin, requires two or three folds to 


keep them warm. This covers them to their 


Ancles, but as they wear no Smocks, there is al- 


ways a Liſt of browniſh Fleſh (which it may be, 
would not be better if it were altogether white) 
ken between the bottom of the Waſtcoat, and 
the upper part of the Scarf. This covering ſit- 
ting cloſe to their Bodies, diſplays the bad 
apes of ſome of them, as it does the good of 
others, which laſt has, I know not what be- 
vitching effect. The richeſt of Women wear 
lippers , which perhaps may be a mark of 


T3 | Di- 
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Diſtinction, becauſe few wear them, tho' they 
colt but little. 8 5 

When theſe Women marry any Hollanders, or 
other Chriſtians, they are likewiſe oblig'd to 
eſpouſe the Chriſtian Religion. God only 
knows what fort of Chriſtianity that is, for 
from the third and fourth Generation , the 


Children that are born of theſe Marriages, al- 


ways go after the Favan Mode. It is theſe 
forts of Converts that generally fill the Malay 
Church before mention'd : The number of Con- 
verts is much leſs, in that the Men. have not 
the ſame Motives for Coiverfion. The Chri- 
ſtian Women being but very few for the Chri- 


ſtians themſelves, the Fawans, can get none 


of them, let them be as much Converts as they 
pleaſe, whereas the ſcarcity of that Sex often- 
times occaſions the Chriſtian Men to match 
with the 7avan Women. 
The Marriages between the Favan Men and 
Women, are concluded with few or no Cere- 
monies, in like manner. as their Burials are. 
They call themſelves of the Se& of Jommi, and 
deſpiſe the other Mubometans, altho' they are 
all of che ſame Sentiments concerning the prin- 
cipal Articles of their Belief. 5 
Before we leave the Iſland of Java, I will 
obſerve ſome Particulars concerning it, lightly 


touch'd by the famous Lodovico Vertomanni, of 


whom I have formerly ſpoken. In my Opinion, 
exact and faithful Travellers ought not only to 
relate new things, but to undeceive the Readers 
in the Errors relating to old. Vertomanni lay 
of Java, tis an Iſland in the Eaſt where ver) 
fine Emeralds are found, yet I that liv'd a whole 
year there, could never hear of any ſuch thing, 
tho I made never ſo much Enquiry. But 1 
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oppoſe Tawernier to Vertomanni: Tis an anci- 


© ent Error, ſays Monſieur Tavernier, that a 


© great many People have believ'd that Eme- 


© ralds were found originally in the Eaſt. The 
© greateſt part of Jewzllers, as ſoon as they view 
a high-colourd Emerald, are accuſtom'd to 
* cry, ſee an Oriental Emerald! But they are 
© deceiv'd, for I am as certain as can be, that 
neither the Terra-firma, nor any of the Iſlands 
Jof the Eaſt ever produc'd any. I have made 
* a ſtrict Enquiry, ſaid he, after this, in all my 
© Voyages. Ex | 

There can be nothing more poſitive, and 
Monſieur Tawernier, an Author mean enough 
in other Reſpects, ought certainly to be hear- 
ken d to when he talks about precious Stones 
which he dealt in; He that had made fix Voy- 
ages by Land to the Grand Indies, and had vi- 
fited the whole Eaſt for ſo many years, even to 
decrepit old Age. Bs > 

Vertomanni adds with ſome Aſſurance, that 
the Hand Java has Mines of Gold, and when 
he ſpeaks of the pretended Anrthropophagi that 
inhabit it, he tells you exactly what Diodorus Si- 
culus, Mela, Solinns and I know not how ma- 
ny other Authors have related of divers other 
Countries, viz. that they carry their old and 
ſick People to the Market to ſell, and deliver 
them from their Infirmities by eating them. A 
very odd ſort of Food 


As I have never ſeen elſewhere ſo fine N- 


gro Men and Women as at Batavia, I am apt 
to imagine, for I forgot to inform my ſelf of it, 
that they do not bring all thoſe Slaves from 
the Coaſts of Guinea, where they have all large 
flat Noſes, and thick Lips ; but however it be, 
I met at Batavia divers very pretty Negro-Wo- 

© 4 —- men, 
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men, with Faces much like ours of Europe, 
large brillant Eyes, wonderful white Teeth, fine 
Shapes, beautiful and ſoft Breaſts, as were like- 
wiſe all the other parts of their Bodies, tho 
ac If one would but eonſider that 
this Complexion is, in a manner, unalterable, 
not being ſubject to any of thoſe Paleneſſes, 
Redneſſes, Freckles, and the like diſadvantages 
which the White Women continually undergo; 
and if we moreover remember that the Black 
Colour has its Luſtre and Value, as well as any 
other, we muſt ceaſe to wonder at their Taſt, 
who love a fine Negro-Woman as much, or ra- 
ther more than a White one. | | 
There are ſo few Moors in this Iſland, altho 
they have a Quarter aſſign d them at Batavia, 
that it is hardly worth ſpeaking any more of 
them, than of private Perſons of other Nations 


who come to Traffick there, or to accompany 
Ambaſſadors. | | 


I have been very ſorry for forgetting to in- 
form my ſelf particularly. of the People call d 
Chacrelats at Batavia, of whom I have ſeen ſe- 
veral, both Men and Women. They are white 
and fair, but what is moſt Remarkable in them, 
is, that their Eyes cannot endure the Light, 
and they always ſee beſt a-nights, ſo that they 
turn Night into Day, and Day into Night. I 
have often met of them trudging along with 
their Eyes almoſt ſhut, 1 they were not 
able to look on the Light. | | 

After having continu'd near a year at Bata- 
via, we departed from thence with the Holland 
Fleet, conſiſting of ſeventeen Ships, November 
28. 1697. We came before Bantam the zoth, 
l following 
Month: We were eleven days in pafling the 
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Streights of Sundt, which Seamen call the Chan- 
nel. Sometimes one is above a Month in this 
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Paſſage, by reaſon of the great inconſtancy of 


the Winds, altho' this Streight be not more than 
36 Leagues thro. RE. | 
Nothing Remarkable happen'd to us till we 
came to the Cape of Good Hope, unleſs that in 
our way we learnt from a Dutch Ship that was 


going to Batavia, that the Peace of Reſwick 


was concluded and fign'd. As ſoon as the Fleet 
had underſtood this News, the Cannons began 
to roar out our Joy, Doles were diſtributed to 
all the Ships Crews, and all the Seamen em- 
brac'd, as if they had not ſeen one another for 
many years. Healths went briskly round, and 
in a word, nothing was wanting that could 
contribute to our Rejoycing : But withal, we 


could not help thinking that this Peace would | 


not laſt long. The next day we arriv'd in ſight 


of the Cape, and about Noon approach'd the 


little Iſle Robben, which lies at the entrance in- 

to the Gulph. | _ 
We then ſaw appear upon one of the Neigh - 

bouring Mountains call'd the Devils Mount, a 


certain Miſt which was an infallible 'fore- 


runner of furious Winds, that very much in- 


commode Veſſels even in the Bay, and our 
Captain fore-ſeeing what was like to enſue, 
immediately gave out his Orders concerning 
it, But hardly were matters got ready, before 
we were oblig'd to drop Anchor to prevent our 
being forc'd out to Sea. : | 
The Winds blew after that furious manner, 
that our Cables were not able to reſiſt them, 
but broke like ſo many Threads. There was 
hardly one Veſlel but loſt one of its Anchors, 
and ſeveral loſt three. Four of the hin- 
. ; N 77 ü N 2 3 I dermoſt 
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dermoſt Ships were driven out again to Seas 
and the Vice-Admiral among them. This laſt, 
who had ſome private Reaſons for not being 
extraordinary well fatisfy'd, made uſe of this 
Pretence of the Wind, to fail directly for St. 
Helena: The other Ships rejoyn'd us ſome few 
days after before Iſle Robben. At length the 
Wind being appeas'd, and becoming favoura- 
ble, we Anchor'd in the Bay the 12th of F- 
 bruary, 1698. Next day we went a-ſhoar, and 
every one provided himſelf with ſuch Refreſh- 
ment as the time would permit him to get. 

Since we are happily arriv'd once more at the 
Cape of Good Hope, III keep the promiſe I for- 
merly made, and add ſome Particulars to what 
I have before ſaid. Þ 5 | 
The Point of the Cape, which is, as every one 
knows, in the 35th Degree of Southern Lati- 
tude, advances 2 great way into the Sea. The 
violent Storms that reigh there are ſo terrible, 
that the moſt skillful Mariners are at a loſs how 
to manage them, ſo that the Bay which ſeems 
to be fine, is render'd diſagreeable by theſe 
| Tempeſts. The Sea-Winds drive in ſuch pro- 

digious Surges, that no Cables hardly are ableto 
oppoſe them. 2 SEE 

The laft Fleet had a ſad experience of this, 
loſing many of its Ships, and if the Tempeſt 
had laſted but half an hour longer, tis pro- 
bable not one would have eſcap'd, ſince thoſe 
few that did ride it out, did it by the good hold 

of their laſt Anchor. 

This Bay ſeems to penetrate far into the Land, 
and is about three Leagues long, and two 
broad. Ifle Robben lies on the Larboard, or left 
ſide of the Ship. It is very flat, and about two 
Leagues about. | 
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1 ſay Robben, and not Robin, as it is written 


by the greateſt pare of our French Travellers 


and Geographers, who not underſtanding the 


Word, have chang'd' the Sence and Orthogra- 
phy of it, as I could prove by a great many 
Examples. When the French write Robin, they 
imagin I ſuppoſe, this Iſland had its Name 
from ſome Robert, whereof Robin is the Nick- 
name, but this is groſly erroneous. The Iſle 
was. in truth ſo call'd from certain Fiſh nam'd 
in FO AY They are a fort of Sea- 
Dogs, fo 

Iſland. bee” | 
The Fort is on the other ſide of the Bay to 
the Right, and almoſt South-Eaſtward of this 
little Iſland : It lies behind ſome Hills, ſo that 


you cannot ſee it till you are got a good way 
into the Bay. It does not command all of it, 


as many have unadviſedly Written. It is a re- 
gular Pentagon facd with Stone, and without 
any Ditches or Outworks. Tis well pointed 
with Artillery, and has 500 Men in Garri- 
ſon. In it the Governor and all the Officers 
of the Company live. = 
About ſeven or eight hundred Paces from 
the Fort, and near the Sea, there is a little 
Town with about 300 Houſes in it. The Streets 
are ſtrait, and drawn by Line; the Houſes are 
built with white Stones, and at a diſtance it 
promiſes much more than you find when you 
come near, nevertheleſs it has wherewithal to 
content any body, and you abſerve the Holland 
here are a great many 
Inns which furniſh what Proviſions you have 
occaſion for. | | 
Hard by is the Company's principal Garden : 
It is about 1500 Paces long, and 250 m_— 


4 


F 


und in great abundance about this 
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but to deal ingenuouſly, I did not find it fo 
Magnificent, as I have ſeen it defcrib'd. Tis 
true, you fee there moſt charming Walks of 
Orange and Citron-Trees of all kinds, which 


reach to the end. It is alſo furniſh'd with 


Pear-Trees, Apple-Trees, Pomgranate-Trees, 


Fig-Trees, Peach-Trees, Quince-Trees, and 


all other Fruit-Trees, as well European as Indi- 
an ; but all theſe grow low without being 
Dwarfs, yet they thrive as well as one could 
expect. A certain part of this Garden has been 
aſſign d for Muſcat-Vines, which bear good 
and fair Grapes. 5 

It has likewiſe in great abundance almoſt all 
our ſorts of Herbs, Pulſe, Flowers and other 
Plants. It is water'd by divers Rivulets which 
fall from certain Places in the Mountains, 
and are diſtributed into ſeveral artificial Ca- 
nals. All about this Garden there are a 
great many thick Trees, which tho' they de- 
fend it tolerably from the Wind, yet they can- 
not abſolutely do it, which is the reaſon that 
things don't thrive there wonderfully well. The 
Trees themſelves do nat alſo grow ſo kindly as 
in other Places. . | 

A little farther on the Declivity of the Moun- 
tain, you ſee here and there many Houſes ſur- 
rounded with Vines, Gardens and Groves, 
which together have a very agreeable effect on 
the Eye. | 36 7: 

The Company has another Garden about 2 
League off, which lies in a better Soil, and is 
more ſhelter'd from bad Winds. You have there 
long Walks of Oaks, as far as your Eye can 
well reach, and a large Wood o 


Of the ſame kind rais d from Acorns. One. day 


they may likewiſe make uſe of theſe T on 
= TS Or 


young Trees 
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for Houſes and Ships. At preſent there are 
Trees fit for the Carpenter only, in a Foreſt a- 
bout two Leagues from the Fort, 


The Governor has a pleaſant Houſe call'd 


Conſtantia, about two Leagues from the Cape. 
Here he lives the greateſt part of the year, not 


only on account of the Ait, which is Excel- 
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lent, the fine Proſpect, and the admirable Soil, 


but alſo by reaſon of the great quantity of 
Game which are thereabouts, Hunting being 


the greateſt and moſt profitable Diverſion of 


this Country. 

Ten Leagues from the 1 up in the Coun- 
try, there is a Colony call d Dragueſtain. It 
conſiſts of about 300 Souls, as well Hollanders 
as French Proteſtants, which laſt fled from France 
upon revoking the Edict of Nantz. 

This Colony extends eight or ten Leagues 
about, becauſe the Soil not being equally good 
every where, they were fain to cultivate thoſe 


ſpots they found to be good, and which oc- 


caſion'd them to ſcatter themſelves abroad. 
The Earth produces here without much La- 
bour , / Wheat and other Corn, which yields 
from thirty to ſixty for one. As every Grain 


ſhoots up a great many Stalks, they ſow here 


very thin: the Harveſt is inthe Month of Ja- 
Nusa. a . 4 

The Vine bears Grapes two years after it 
has been Planted, and that in great abundance 
without Cultivating, inſomuch that in ſome 
Places a thouſand foot of Vineyard will yield 
ſix Hogs-heads of Wine. To ſpeak Truth the 


Wine is none of the beſt, being apt to be 


Green, which proceeds partly from the Peo- 
ples not giving themſelves the trouble to chuſe 
ſuch Plants as axe moſt agreeable to the 500 

A Cay | and 
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A ccuſtomꝗ to ſijpport the Branches With 2 Vine- 
1% Fcp. likewiſe wanting in not leaf. 
1654 + * ing the 5 well, for. as the Soil is Rich, 
8 they ſhoot forth Wood and Leaves in ſuch 

i great a e that the Sun is not able to 
me  penerra the Grapes, and this Conjecture 
mY - 2 phe better enge in that I my ſelf have 


|. . frequently {cen and eaten Grapes here, that 
F have been incomparably better when expos' 
00 che Sun, rhanchoſe that lay hid under the 
| Leaves. 
They hay bel intage about the end. of 


February T this Article I muſt add, ſince the 
occaſion nts for it, that the Company buys 
all the Wine atthe rate of twenty Crowns the 

Legre, which _congins- about a thouſand Min- 

les, only furniſfifig the Cask; ſo that there 
1 none ſold out but what comes from them, 
as is the Practice at Genoa. The Firſt Offence 

againſt this Law is puniſh'd with a Fine of a 

hundred Crowns, the Second with Whipping, 

and the Third with Baniſhment : This makes 
the Wine very dear. It is worth twenty Sons 
the Aingle, which is near the Paris Pint, and 
ee, Quart: . You Have likewiſe in this Coun- 
try Ananas, Water and Tand-Melons, Pulſe 
and all ſorts of Roots, ſo that the Inhabitants 

2 have nothing to complain of, were they 

not incommoded * ich thoſe bad Winds before- 

Mention d. 

They. have in "Tok Country a prodigious 
Fultriber of Deer, many Oxen, Sheep, Roe- 
Bucks and Apes. There are alſo Elephants, 
| Rhinoceros's, Elks, Lions, Tigres, | Leopards, 

"2 Wild-Boars, Antilopes, Porcupines, Horſes, 
; DIR PPPs and Wild-Cats. But the moſt oy 
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„ of Francis LEcuar. 
ofitheſe Animals retire into the Country, ſo 
ſopn-/ as the Country-men begin to till the 
Ground.: The Lions and Tigres are boldeſt 
in coming to ſearch for Prey near the Habi- 
tations. 5 3 | F 
As for the Unicorn there is no ſuch ſort of 

Beaſt. The old and moſt curious Inhabitants 
of the Cape, are well ſatisfy d with it, and he 
that made Cæſars Commentaries was a Lyar, as 
well as the reſt. The Rhinoceros is the true 
four - footed Unicorn, for there are Fiſh , 
Birds, and ſome Inſects, that have likewiſe 
but one Horn. I could heartily wiſh to have 
ſeen one of theſe Rhinoceros's, by reaſon of 
the many Fables that are told, of that Beaſt; 
as well as of the Crocodiles, and a hundred 
other Animals. My Friends that had ſeen of 
them, laugh'd at all the Figures the Painters 
ave of them, and which are here ſubjoin'd 
or Curioſities ſake. Certainly nothing can be 
more Comical, than ſo many pretended Em- 
boſlings/; all which however is fabulous. The 
true Rhinoceros has a Hide like to that of an 
Elephant, and the older he is, the more 
wrinkled he will be: It is the ſame with us in 
that Reſpet. We may very well affirm that 
the Rhinoceros has but one Horn, in ſpite of 
all the fabulous Relations of thoſe we call Na- 
turaliſts: This Horn is at the extremity of the 
Noſe. He has a ſort of Hair in his Tail that 


is black, as large as a great Knitting-Needle, 


and harder than Whale-bone. Tl ſay nothing 
of Camelions which are common in thig; Coun- 
try, unleſs that it is not true that they live 
without eating, which we vulgagly call li- 
ing upon the Air. They live upon Flies, and 
Huch like little Creatures, OY” XY 
7 | | . ns 
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The ordinary Game here are Partridges, both 
Red, Grey and White, and very large and fat 
Pheaſants, Woodcocks and Turtle-Doves. On 
theſe for the moſt part the Inhabitants Subſiſt. 
The New-Comers to the Colony are forbid to 
kill any of their Cattle, till they have paid a cer- 
tain Duty to the Company. 
The Oxen are of three kinds , all pretty 
large, and very ſwift. One ſort have a bunch 
upon their Backs, another. have their Horns 
hanging down, and a third ſort have theirs ex- 
treamly elevated, and as fine as I have ſeen in 
South-Britain about London. | 

Some years before I came to the Cape, a 
Lion of monſtrous ſize had leap'd over into a 
walld Encloſure near the Fort, and having 
{ſtrangled an Ox, carry'd him almoſt whole 
over the ſame Wall to the Table Mountain ; I 
. fay almoſt whole, becauſe I dare not affirm it 

was entirely fo, tho' I have every body's word 
for it. Next day they went to hunt this fa- 
mous Beaſt, and having laid a Snare for him, 
the was taken and kill'd. I have ſeen his Skin 
which was nail'd againſt a Board as one enters 
the Fort. There is kept the Skin of another 
Lion who was found dead, having four Por- 
cupine's quills ſticking on it; and of a wild 
Horſe that was kill'd in the Woods. He had 
no Tail, and was ſpotted like a Leopard. 
I be Tigres of this Country are very ſmall, 

whereas they are exceeding large in the Ifland 
of Java. The Dogs who tho never ſo ftrong 
and numerous, dare not. purſue a Lion, hunt 
boldly theſe little Tigres. When theſe Beaſts 
can get into any Park, they ſtrangle abundance 


of Deer, but only ſuck their Blood, unleſs they 
| Thel 


are exceeding hungry. 
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The Company gives twenty Crowns to any 
one that kills a Lion, and ten to him that kills 
a Tigre, which has occaſion'd many Strata- 
gems to, be invented for taking thoſe Beaſts, 
For Example one is, That they tie a piece of 
Fleſh to the mhzzle of a Gun with a braſs Wire, 
and the other end being faſten'd to the Trigg, 
as ſoon-as. the Beaſt ſeizes the Bait the Gun 
goes off, and either kills or wounds him. 


Bread here is not worth above a Penny a 


pound, altho' the Bakers are oblig'd to buy all 
the Corn of the Company, in like. manner as they 
are their Wine, their Beef, their Mutton, and 
their Tobacco. The Company for three Crowns 
gives the Inhabitants a meaſure of Corn, that 
weighs a hundred and four- ſcore Pounds. The 
Price of Beef and Mutton is, ſetled at two 
pence a, Pound, and Tobacco at forty Pence, 
Soap is ſold at eighteen pence a Pound, and 
Aqua:vite at a hundred Pence. the Mingle. Beer 
Lire, ye ant ine arr e. 
The Slaves, all Negros, are worth between 
three-ſcore and four- core Crowns a Head, ac- 
cording to the Age and Condition of the Beaſt. 
The Crown js worth eight SE illing as in Holland, 
and the Skilipg fix Sous. The Pqund is of ſixteen 
Ounces. The leaſt piece of Money at the Cape 
is 4 Soxs, às at Batavia. 8 7 


» q — 


. The, Colony J have been ſpeaking of, which 


is about ten Leagues from the Cape, has been 
frequently augmented, and is almoſt every day 


y a conſiderable number of -French Proteſtants. 
The Compayy maintains a Miniſter and Reader 
for them, and affords them every day ſome freſh 
Tokens of cheir Reſpec . 
I was told, if I remember well, while I was 


with thoſs good People, that ine Paitor of thi 


Church, 


** 


The Voyage and Adventures 
Church, a very honeſt and ſenſible Man, was 
making a new Tranſlation of the Palms in 
Verſe, or at leaſt correcting, to the beſt of his 
Power, that of Marot and Bea, to render 
thoſe ſacred Pages more intelligible, than they 
were in this Jargon which is now become Ri- 
diculous, Barbarous and Scandalous. 

When our poor Brethren of the Cape had 
form'd a defign in Holland to go and ſettle in 
that Country, they had a confiderable Sum gi- 
ven them for their Encouragement, were Tran- 
ſported thither withont any Charge, and up- 
on their Arrival had as much Land affign'd 
them as they could Manure. They were like- 


* 


wife furniſh'd with Husbandry Tools, Victuals 


and Cloaths, without being oblig'd to pay any 
yearly Tribute or Intereſt, till ſuch time as 


they ſhould be in aTondition to reimburſe their 
Benefactors. There was alſo a conſiderable 
Collection made for them at Batavia, which 
Sum was remitted to them proportionably to 
their Occaſions. They took up their Proviſi- 
ons on the prices before- mention d, which are 
highly reaſonable conſidering the Place: Be- 
fides it was a very advanrageous thing for them 
that Slaves were not dear. Moreover they 
have conſiderable fervices done them by the 
Natives of that Province, whom che Hollander. 
call Horrentors, becauſe they often hear them 
pronounce that word. For the ſame reaſon the 
—— gave the fiame of Peru to that part of 
e World which chey had invaded. - 


CAR the Hottentots work in their] 


Harveſts, Vintages, and whatever elſe they 
pleaſe, for a little Bread or Tobacco. As they 
have leave to Hunt, their Victuals coſt them 
little or nothing. Hardly any thing is ſcarce 
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among them but Wood, and that is of no great 
Conſequence, becauſe the Climate being Hot, 
they have only occaſion for it for the Kitchin. 
For the ſame reaſon they are put to no great 
expence for Cloaths, the ſlighteſt and meaneſt 


Stuffs being good enough. They buy moreo- 


ver a great many things at very cheap rates 


of the Sailors, who touch at the C- pe from all 


quarters of the World. Tis true, to ſell their 


Commodities they muſt carry them to the Cape, 


which as I have already told you, is about ten 
Leagues from the Colony; but this Inconveni- 


ence is not over- great, becauſe the way is 


good, and their Oxen will eaſily travel it in 3 


Country- men did not meet with a few at firſt 
but then they were charitably reliey'd, as 
have already obſerv'd, and at length God was 
pleas'd ſo to bleſs their Labours, that they are 
at preſent perfectly at eaſe, nay, ſome of them 
are become very Kich. | py 

In ſome parts of the Cape the Landskips are 
wonderful fine, eſpecially where our new In- 
habitants were ſetled, and the Air js admirably 
good. Fine and large Rivulets contribute to 
the fertility of the Soil, which furniſhes Wine 
in abundance, with all ſorts of Corn. The 
little Hills are cover'd with Vines, expos'd to 
the beſt Sun, and ſhelter'd from the bad Winds, 


Spring-water flows at the foot of theſe Hills, 


and waters in its courſe the Gardens and 
Orchards which are filld with all ſorts of 
Fruits, Herbs and Pulſe, as well European a Inr 


lian. 


Qs Ent 
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Every one muſt eaſily conceive there are no 
beginnings without Difficulties, and our honeſt 
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One of the Refugees, nam'd Taillefer, a very 
honeſt and ingemous Man, and curious above 
all things in theſe Particulars, has a Garden 


which may very well paſs for fine. Nothing 


there is wanting, and all is in ſo good order, 
and ſo neat, that it may very well paſs for 
Charming. He has likewiſe a great Yard very 
well fill'd, and a large quantity of Oxen, Sheep 
and Horſes, which according to the Cuſtom 


of the Country feed all the year without-doors, 


and find ſo great plenty of Nouriſhment, that 
they have no occaſion for Winter-fodder. This 
generous Man receives and regales all thofe 
that are ſo happy as to come to ſee him. He 
has the beſt Wine in the Country, and which 


is not unlike our ſmall Wines of Champagne. 


All this conſider'd, tis certain the Cape is an 


extraordinary Refuge for the poor French Pro- 
teſtants. They there peaceably enjoy their 
Happineſs and live in good Correſpondence 


with the Hollanders, who, as every one knows, are 


of a frank and down-righe Humour. 


The Cafre Hottentoss are extreamly ugly and 


loathſom, if one may give the name of Men 


to ſuch Animals. They go in Companies, live 
in Holes or vile Cottages, and have no other 
care than to rear and feed their Cattle, of which 
tho" they have ent Numbers, yet as I have 


been credibly aſſur'd, they will kill none for 


their Uſe, but eat ſuch as generally die of Diſ- 
eaſes. They are extreamly Lazy, and had 
rather undergo almoſt Famine, than apply them- 
ſelves to .any Labour, contenting themſelves 
with what Nature has produc'd of her elf 
They let great ſtore by a Root that reſembles 
our Skirrets. They roaſt it, and oftentimes 


make it into Paſt, which is their Bread, and ſome- 
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what like our Cheſnut. They eat raw Fleſh and 


Fiſh, finding them, it ſeems, better, and more 


Nay, they trouble the Kitchin ſo little, that 


when they find a dead Beaſt they immediately 
embowel him, ſweet or ſtinking, and having 


preſs'd the Guts a little between their Fingers, 


they eat the remaining Tripe with'the greateſt 


Appetite that can be. 5 
Theſe People are almoſt all of ü 
which we call midling. Their Noſes are flat, 
their Eyes round, their Mouths wide, their 
Ears the ſame, and their Foreheads low. They 
have very little Beard, and that which they 
have is black and woolly. Their Hair is extream- 
Iy frizled. They are not born very Tawny, 
but they quickly beſmear themſelves ſo with 
Soot and Greaſe, or ſome ſort of Oil, that 
they become black as Jet, upon which they 
lay themſelves on their Backs expos'd to the 
Sun, that the Colour may better penetrate and 
dry in. This Embelliſhment renders them ſo 
noiſom, eſpecially when it is hot, that one 


” 


cannot come near them without being ready 


to Vomit. 


In Summer they go all naked except that | 


part which the Men put into a Caſe made on 

urpoſe for it, and which hangs to a thong of 
Leas that is ty d about their Reins. In Win- 
ter they generally cover their Shoulders with 
a Sheep Skin: They never wear any thing upon 
their Heads. Their Hair is all frizled, greaſie, 
and powder'd with Duſt, and moreover mat- 


I ted together in Tufts, to each of which hangs 


a piece of Glaſs, or ſome ſmall bit of Copper 
or other Metal. They paſs thro' the lower 


part pf their Ears which are broad and large, 


23 a 


avoury ſo, than when they are boil'd orfry'd :. 


that Stature 
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Religion, yet I have been told they have cer- of, 2 


do fo to render thoſe Children more nimble, 
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4 round Stick of the length of an Inch, And ee 
much thicker than one's Thumb. About this ten 


| Lardingapin they hang Shells and ſuch like Lib, 


Toys as they wear in their Hair, which as thin 
you may imagine occaſions à pretty Jingling, | ſam. 
Fic as their. Horſes likewiſe make with the nas 
fame Materials. Strange that theſe ſordid — 
Creatures that live like Hogs, ſhould have any | 8 
notion of Ornaments ! In truth they have no 


tain myflerious Ceremonies which ſeem to de- pos'd 


note their having ſome Idea of a ſovereign Be- built 
4 


ing. I have many times ſeen them dance and | side; 
clap their Hands, looking toward the Moon, J lie 3 
which I know they ſalute at certain Seafons, will“ 
from her New to her Mane. It ſeem d to bea | 

kind of Worſhip they pay'd that Planet, howe- = 4 p 
ver it might be only a ſimple demonſtration , 


of Joy, on account of the Light that it brought 1 we” 
them. 3 ä | | ly. 7 


Some take for a ſore of Circumciſion, what be A 
the Mothers do to their New-born Males, whoſe Thiev 
right Teſticle they always tear away wich} char t. 
their Teeth, and eat it; but I rather think they of ah 


and proper for Hunting. 2 However it de, this] 7 2 
is the general practice of the Hottenrots at the pe 2 4 


Cape. After theſe barbarous Mothers have thus . 


maim'd their poor Children, they give them 
Sea- water to drink, and put Tobacco in their 
Mouths, believing theſe two things in con- chey fil 
junction with what was before done, would Prey ies 
render them ſo robuſt and ſupple, that they | 
might overtake a Roe-buck in his full Courſe. , 
For all this naſtineſs they are made uſe of 
by the Chriſtians of-thiſe Parts, and for a bit 
vl Bread or Tobacco, may be made to wor} 


but one, 
have for 
ding Ph 
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a whole Day. But then care muſt be taken of 
twothings, Firſt rather to promiſe than threa- 
ten them, and by no' means to abridge their 
Liberty; and Secondly, not to 2 them any 
thing to eat till after their Work is done, this 


ö ſame Liberty which they are ſo fond of, al- 
- | waysenclining them to live at eaſe, and Ne- 
| | ceſlity being the only Spur that puſhes them on 
to work, ; Bs £1 | 

J Theſe vile Huts which I have before ſpoken 
* | of, are low and almoſt round. They are com- 
- | pos'd of Earth, Branches, Leaves, and ſo ill 
f built, that the Rain never fails to paur in on all 
® | ſides. Their Fire is in the middle, and they 
„ | he all about higledy pigledy in the Aſhes. I 
„will not affirm that the two Sexes are al- 
A | ways chaſt there, but tis certain theſe Barba- 


= | rians, as. barbarous as they are, profeſs not on- 


n ly to confine themſelves within the Bonds of 
ht Marriage, but alſo to puniſh Adultery ſevere- 
ly. They cudgel all thoſz to Death, that have 
- | been taken in that Fac, as they likewiſs do 
fe Thieves and Aſſaſſins. I have read ſomewhere, 
th that they cut off one Joint of the little Fingers 
ey of their Women, when. they offer'd to remar- 
le, ry, and ſo continu'd to do Joint 4 Joint 
his Þ where they marry'd: ſeveral Husbands; but 
he | Perſons worthy of Credit, that had liv'd among 
nus them divers ears, aſſur'd me the thing was 


em] ſomewhat otherwiſe, for that they cut off on- 


zeit ly one Joint of the Womens little Fingers when 


on they firſt marry d, and which was done in to- | 


ken of their Subjection. The Men may take 
ſeveral Women, but for the moſt part they have 
but one, eſpecially about the Cape. The Wives 
have ſome what yet more ugly and more forbid- 
ding Pbyz's chan their Husbands, for over and 

WE x Q4 above 
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above, that they arg to the full as black and 


naſty as they, they have moreover the loathſom 


Cuſtom to wear ſeveral rounds. of raw Guts 


about their Necks and Legs in lieu of Neckla- 
ces and Garters, which being _—_ and cor- 
rupted, ſtink-abominably. 

They wear likewiſe Cockle ſhells, and bins of 


Coral and Glaſs faſten'd to their Hair: and Fin- | 


gers, and large mn Rings about their El- 


bos. 


But what! is yet more frigheful,3 18 their Necks ; ; 
they ſeem to have two long, half. dry d, and 


half. fill d. Hoggs Bladders hanging at them. 


Theſe naſty — whole Fleſh is black, wrin- 
kled and rough as Shagreen, come down as low 


as their Navels, and have Fillemot Teats as 


large as thoſe of a Cow. In truth theſe ſwing- 


ing Udders have this commodious in them, 
that you may lead a Woman by them to the 
Right of Left, forwards or backwards as you 


pleaſe.” For the moſt part they throw them 
behind their Shoulders to ſuckle their Child, 
who is flung upon their Backs. Notwithſtand- 


ing all this, the vanity of theſe ugly Witches 


is incredible. They fancy themſelves the fineſt 
Women in the World, and Took on us from top 
to bottom with their Hands to their Sides, diſ- 


dainfully. Tis ſaid, they are of a ſtrange 


Temper, and that at certain times have a 
Madneſs comes upon them, during which they 
emit as ſtrong a Vapour from their Bodies, as 
thoſe of a Hind in Seaſon: , They wear a ſort 


of Petticoat which covers them from their 
Waſts to their Knees; which however is not 
nexeſſary, ſince certain Skins hanging from 
ttieir upper parts like: Furbelo's; are ſufficient 
0 r — eb Some — told me * had 
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the Curioſity, to look under theſe Veils, and 
an end of Tobacco procur'd them that Li- 

bat. wor os 45 nenn e 

Men do not intermix with Women abroad; 
each Sex has its Affairs apart, and go in diffe, 
rent Companies. They neither knew what Gold 
or Silver was, or had any notion of Money till 


the arrival of the Hollanders at the Cape. Their 


Humanity towards one another, yields in no- 
thing to that of the Chineſes. They mutually 
aſſiſt each other in their Neceſſities, to that 
degree that they may properly be ſaid to have 
nothing of their own : Their Addreſs in dart- 
ing their Zagaye is ſingular. This is a ſort of 
Half-pike, arm'd at the end with ſomewhat 
that is hard and pointed. They are ſo exact 


737 


when they throw this Pike, that they will do it 


within the compaſs of a Crown. Tis with 
this they dart Fiſh, ſo that they never want any 
Edible of that kind. 1 | 


= 


| The Company has ſo conſiderable A Trade with 


them, that they have almoſt all their Cattle 
from them. They bring great numbers of 


Oxen and Sheep to the Cape, and the Company 


gives for each, as much roll'd Tobacco of the 
bigneſs of one's Thumb, as will reach from the 


Beaſts Forehead, to the root of his Tail; or 


elſe they have for each Beaſt a certain meaſure 
of Aqua-vite, ſuch as they agree upon. This 
Commerce is rigorouſly forbid to the new In- 
habitants, who are not allow'd to purchaſe 
any Cattel of the Hottentot, in any manner 
whatſoever, under the penalty of 50 Som for 
the firſt Offence, 200 for the Second, and be- 
ing whipp'd and baniſh'd for the third. The 
Company ſells every Ox again for 25 Florins, and 
every dheep for ſeven, in a manner that wich- 
1 . „ e 7 Out 
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out much burdening the Buyer, or running any 
Riſque, they make great Profit. 55 

However ignorant, or rather how beſtial ſo- 
ever the Hottentots are, they know ſomethi 
of Simples, and make uſe of them with Succeſs. 
Let one be bit with any venomous Creature, 
be one Wounded or Ulcerated, or let there 


be any Sweiling or Inflammation, they know 


how to go exactly to the Plant that will cure 


them, and adminiſter the Remedy with greater 
Succeſs, than we oftentimes do ours. The 
Sick that have been brought a- ſhoar at the Cape 
have often experienc'd this, and thoſe Wounds 


that very skillful Surgeons have given over, 


have in a ſhort time been cur'd by theſe Peo- 
ple. The moſt ordinary way is to pound the 
Herbs, and apply them ſo to the Wound, but 
the Patient ſwallows likewiſe divers Juices 
preſs d out of the ſame Herbbbd. 
Neither this Nation, nor any of the others 


of the Southern Point of Africa, are abſolutely 


without Government. They have even heredi- 
tary Chiefs, who may reaſonably be call'd Kings, 
becauſe they wear a ſort of Crowns as I have 
been often inform'd - by a curious Traveller , 
who penetrated two hundred Leagues up in- 
to the Country. But altho' theſe Chiefs may 
have a general Right to inſpe& the conduct 
of the People, they ſeldom make uſe of it but 
in time of War, and then too not always. The 


| Inhabitants ſcatter'd here and there, form to 


themſelves certain ſorts of little Republicks, 
where they obſerve Cuſtoms that have in tune 


become Laws. I have already told you, they 


puniſh ſeverely willful Murther, Adultery and 


Theft. They have divers other uſages foun- 


ded upon alu Equicy, hich choy mae ue rug 
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/ | bf for conſervation of their Kind, and the R 
publick. wg: 


i The Company for the moſt part has a good 

S | underſtanding with theſe different Nations; 

* | bur as there are ſome of them that have Wars 

> | with the Horrentors, Neighbours to the Cape, ſo 

© || the Hollinders, whoſe Intereſt it is to prote& 

V | them, think themſelves oftentimes oblig'd to de- 

© | clare on their ſide. = 55 
As we touch'd at the Cape the firſt time we 

© || ſaw. a Detachment of thirty or forty Dutch 

1 Soldiers, who had been ſent by the Governor 

> | againſt five or ſix Thouſand Hortentots, return 

> || from that Expedition. They had been a hun- 
- dred Leagues up in the Country, and had de- \ 


feared an Army of 8 or 10000 Enemies. As 


at | ſoon as the Muskets had laid ſome few upon 
© the Ground, the reſt began to parly, and pro- 
mis'd to live peaceably. The Datch took above 
E 10000 Oxen from them, but' reſtor'd them a- 
2 ain, and gave the Hottentots withal ſome To- 
© || bacco and Brandy, to cenvince them that this 
Ss was a Peace without fraud.  _ WW 


I will here add two or three things more 
„concerning this People: They have no uſe of 
Reading, and conſequently of Writing. Some 


4 Relation which Iremember to have read, ſpeaks 
at Jof them as if they were Aſtrologers, but then 


their Aſtrology muſt be, no great matter, at 
leaſt I'm aſſur d, that they make no Diviſion of 
Time, nor diſtinguiſh either by Weeks, Months or 
Years. The greateſt part of thoſe that are Neigh- 
bours to the Cape, have learnt to ſpeak Durch. 
0: When they make Merry, their Cries or How- 
lings ſerve them for Songs. They Laugh ſome- | 
(> times like to ſplit their Sides, and their Dances are 
Ul groteſque and indecent, altho the Women do not — * 6 


136 


Pipe is out. 
Fellowſhip was ever interrupted by any Quar- 


The Voyage and Adventures 


mix with the Men, but Dance by themſelves. 
I have often obſerv'd young People among 


them, making Love after an extraordinary gal- 
lant manner. 


The Lover approaches his Pa- 
ramour , who expects him either ſitting or 
ſtanding, and without ſaying a word to her, 


preſents Smiling the ſecond finger of his Right 
Hand juſt over againſt her Eyes, as if he would 


tear them out. After he has mov'd his Finger 
about for a quarter of an Hour, Laughing all 
the while, from one Eye to another, he ſud- 
denly turns his Back, and goes away as he came. 
Their Marriages are without Ceremony. 

Sometimes they aſſemble by Dozens or Twen- 
ties, and ſquat down upon their Heels with- 
out touching the Ground any otherwiſe. The 


Circle being thus form'd, a Pipe of Tobacco 


goes round, and every one takes a whiff till the 
I never obſerv'd that this good 


rel, and to ſay true, they are by no means 
Mutinous. They feed, lie, and live together 
like a Herd of Oxen and Cows, doing like 
them the ordinary functions of Nature with all 
manner of Simplicity. As Avarice is no reign- 
ing Paſſion among them, and all that come to 
Want are immediately reliev'd by the reſt, it 
ſeldom happens that any of them mind Stealing, 
ſo that the Chriſtian Inhabitants let them come 
and go without fearing to loſe any thing by them. 
There are at the Cape a great number of 
Negro's that are brought * Madagaſcar, Ceilon, 


and other Iſlands. Thoſe among them that are 
Slaves, go almoſt Naked, and are treated as 
you have heard; but others that are free, 
have Horſes and Coaches. They ſay they 
worſhip one only God, Creator of * 
EE | : N 
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and that they likewiſe have a great Venerati- 
on for the Sun and Moon, as his two chief Mi- 
niſters, whole principal Commiſſion is to vivi- 
fy the Earth, and all the Inhabitants that in- 
habit it; but this Adoration is Secret and In- 
terior. They have neither Images, Ceremo- 
nies; nor any other manner of ſenſible Wor- 
ſhip ; and admit no other Law than that of 
Nature. If they Feaſt and Dance at the re- 
newing of the Moon, it is not to ſhew any 
reſpect for her, but like the Hottentots, to re- 
joice at the return of the Light. In a word 
they are perfect Deiſts, whereupon J can't for- 
bear taking notice by the by, tho' againſt the 
common Opinion, that there is no real diffe- 
rence to be made between theſe People, and 
thoſe we call Atheiſts, ſince the indolent God 
of the Deiſt is no God, and that herein they 
are leſs Orthodox than the wicked Spirits, who 
have a juſter Idea of the Divine Being. 

Moreover to ſay that we worſhip God with- 
out loving him, without fearing him, without 
asking any thing of him, or expecting any 


thing from him; without caring for him in 


any manner whatſoever, is properly ſpeaking 
to have no God at all, and to have no God, 
is to be an Atheiſt. | . 

When theſe Negro-Slaves obtain their Liber- 
ty, it is a fatal Happineſs for them, for whilſt 
they are Slaves thoſe that have Authority over 


them, take care to inſtruct them in Religion, 


and teach them to Read and Write, which the 
French Refugees above all, employ themſelves 
about with a great deal of Earneſtneſs ; but 
when they become free, while they are 
young, they become at the ſame time Liber- 
tins, It ſeems to me likewiſe deſirable, that 
| | | the 
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the ſame care were taken of thoſe Hottentot 


Children, who are moſt converſant with the 


Inhabitants of the Cape. 


Shall I remember the Reader, before I leave 
the Cape, that the Continent was.diſcover'd. by 
Barthelemi Diaz, a Portugueſe, in the year, 1493 ? 


He had undergon a prodigious Tempeſt before 


he got a-ſhoar, whereupon he told his Maſter, 
(FJobn II.) at his Return, that he had nam'd 
this Territory the Cape of Torments, to Which 


the King reply d, After a Storm comes @ Calm, 


therefore you ought to have call'd it the Cape of 


f Alter we had refreſh'd our ſelves here for 


near a Month, we departed the 8th of March, 
1698. and ſail'd directly for St. Helena an Iſland, 


as it js well known, belonging at preſent to the 
Engliſh. We got ſight of it on Eaſter Day. It 
ſeem'd to us extreamly high, and almoſt inac- 
— on that ſide that preſented it ſelf to our 
View. 

In a word, it is on that ſide environ'd with 


extraordinary ſteep Rocks even to the Sea 


of the Bottom, which was very ſound, 


ſhoar. About a quarter of a League to the 
Southward, you diſcover at a diſtance a Moun- 
tain of white Stone, on which nothing grows; 
you ſee there an infinite number of Birds that 
I have formerly ſpoken of: We Landed at the 
Fort built not long ſince on the ſhoar, at the 
foot of a Rock. It formerly ſtood on a ſteep 
Eminence, to which you were oblig'd to mount 
by Stairs, like a Ladder, for a conſiderable 
while, which could not likewiſe be done with- 
out ſome Danger. There are two places on 
this ſide where one may caſt Anchor, the belt 
was that where. we were, as well on account 
as by 
Fealon 
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| reaſon of excellent freſh Water which falls from 


a Mountain hard by. On this ſide as I've al- 
ready obſerv'd, there is no plain Ground, for 
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the Mountain whenee the Water Springs, be- 


gins at the brink of the Shoar. This Mountain 
appear d to us at a diſtance alrogether barren, 
but when we came near it we perceiv'd it had 
ſome Trees a-top. | eSTY BR Ot 

The other Road is not near ſo good, but to 
make you amends when you get a-ſhoar, you 
come into a fair Plain, where every thing that 
is ſow'd thrives admirably well. - 5 
This Iſland lies almoſt in the 16th Degree of 
Southern Latitude, and is about ſix Leagues in 
Compaſs. The Air there is very good, and the 


Hears of the Sun are temper d by refreſhing _ 


Winds, in like manner as the Drought of the 
Soil is render'd fertile by the great Dews, 
and ſmall Showers that fall frequently there. 
Fruit-Trees, Pulſe, Herbs, and all the Plants 
which the Portugueſes brought thither ſoon after 
their diſcovery of this Iſland, thrive there won- 
derfully well, and are to be found every where 
in great Abundance. Orange-Trees, Citron- 


Trees, Pomegranate-Trees, Ananas, Banane- 


Trees, Vines, Melons, Rice, Peas, Beans, Ra- 
diſhes, Turnips, Cc. with all forts of Corn. 
Theſe ſame Portugueſes took likewiſe care to 
tranſport thither all kinds of Cattle, which 
have fince exceedingly multiply'd, ſuch as Bulls 
and Cows, Goats, Sheep, &c. The Horſes are 
become very Wild. You find there moreover 
Partridges, Turtles, and divers other ſorts of 


Game. The Sea furniſhes a great deal of good 


Fiſh, and we may ſay, the few Inhabitants of 
this Iſland might liye much better, and more at 
TEES: 5 eaſe, 
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eaſe, were it not for a prodigious number of 
Rats that ſpoil their Fruit and Corn. EE 

After having taken on Board the Refreſh- 
ments that were neceſſary, we {et ſail with a 
favourable Wind the 26th of April about Noon, 
but did not loſe __ of the Iſland till we were 
got eight or ten Leagues off. We contempla- 
ted with a great deal of Pleaſure, the aſſem- 
bled Maſs af theſe ſteep Rocks in the midſt of 
4 vaſt extent of Ocean, whoſe impetuous and 
terrible Waves, ſeem'd to have a mind to ab- 
ſorb it every Moment. 5 8 6 
Some few days after we found our ſelves off 
of the Iſland of Aſcenſion, which is in ſeven De- 


grees and a half of the ſame Latitude, but we 


did not deſign to Land there, and fo ſteer d 


on. | 1 
This Iſland has neither Water, Plants, nor 


any other Quality that can invite any body to 


inhabit it. It is all cover'd over in a manner 
with divers ſorts of Birds, whoſe Fleſh is ex- 
ceeding ill caſted, and very unwholſom. Their 
Eggs are good enough. One ſometimes goes 
a-ſhoar there to catch Tortoiſes, which are 
very plentiful, and a great Refreſhment to the 
Me repaſs'd the Line with a good Wind, as 
we did at firſt, without being oblig'd to pull off 
our Cloaths on account of the Heat. We 
have experienc'd much hotter Weather in other 
parts. This depends on the condition of the 
Wir. 7 I. -\ Beine 

I obſerv'd alſo, that our Water, no more than 
our other Proviſions, receiv'd no manner of 
Alteration. in traverſing all that Torrid Zowe, 


which by no means agrees, with what divers 
Travellers have writ on that Subject, — 
| | EACH 


lo neceſ 


| ⁰ neceſlary on ſuch Occaſions, 
| R 
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each Ship of our Fleet had two Men that were 
hir'd to make every day the Sea-Water freſh, 
yet we found that Water ſo maukiſh, that the 
beſt uſe we made of it, was to give it to our 
Animals, and to boil our Meat with it. 

After ſome few more days Sailing we came 
to a flat Shoar, where the Sea was all cover'd 
with floating Weeds, whoſe Leaves much re- 
ſembled thoſe of an Olive-Tree. You always 
find great ſtore of theſe Weeds in this Place for 
twenty Leagues together: Our Pilots had in- 
form'd us of it before. They call this Place 
the Weed-Sea. As we left Batavia in a good 
Seaſon, we met with Summer every where, and 
our Navigation for ſeven Months together till 
our arrival in Holland, was perfectly Pleaſant 
and Succeſsful. We had all along favourable 
Winds, no Calms, nor no Tempeſts. But in 
this the faireſt Weather in the World, there 
happen'd an Accident to us that was like to de- 
ſtroy our Ship and another. The whole Fleet 
being to tack about upon a Signal the Admiral 
was to give us, every Ship was preparing to exe- 
cute that Order, and all did it punctually upon 
the Signal given, except our Ship. While we 
were bringing about our Tackle, another 
Ship of the Fleet, that had already tack' d, was 
coming towards us with full Sails, and we 
thought it was impoſſible for us to avoid her. 
The Officers cry'd out on one fide, and the 
Crew on the other, but for all that our Veſſel 
did not obey, although the Conſternation be- 
came general, and the Danger was ſo great, 
and near, that the chief Pilot himſelf judg'd 
we could not eſcape it. The Captain however 
did not loſe his preſence of Mind, which was 
He caus d the 

Ship 
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Ship ſpeedily to be put before the Wind, and 
the Ship that came againſt us running conſe- 
quently the ſame Danger, becauſe it was of the 
ſame Bigneſs, we manag'd our Tackle fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully, that we luckily avoided each other, 
which was the greateſt chance in the World : 


We then began to ſearch into the Cauſe that 


had hinder'd the Ship from obeying the Signal, 
and we found it had been occaſion'd by the 
neglizence of a Sailor that was at the Helm, 


who had not put the Whip-ſtaff on that ſide ic 
ſhould have been. This happen'd either by 


reaſon he had not heard the word of Com- 
mand, or had ſlighted it, or that he had drunk 
too much Araque. The Sub-Pilot whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it was to give the word of Command, 
was very much blam'd, for that he ſhould 


have gone himſelf to ſee whether the Sailor 


had obey'd Orders. See how it oftentimes hap- 


pens, that you are at the very brink of Dan- 


ger when you leaſt think of it. _ 

Some days before we arriv'd upon the Coaft 
of Ireland, we obſerv'd the Sea ſeem'd at a di- 
ſtance extreamly ſwell'd, which gave us rea- 


ſon to believe, there had been bad Weather 


in thoſe Parts, and which was indeed true, for 
our Vice-Admiral, who had ſet ſail two days be- 
fore us, had undergone ſo great a Tempeſt, that 

he had loſt his Main-Maft. | 5 
We were afterwards 15 days before we could 
ſee Land, by reaſon of the great Foggs which 
environ'd us on all' ſides during all that time, 
They were ſo thick that we could not only 
perceive no Veſſel of the Fleet, but were like- 
wile at a loſs to ſee one another upon Deck. 
To prevent our ſtragling from one another, 
we had the Precaution to fire now and then a 
| 5 great 


caus d us to arrive at Fluſhing 28th of — 
— 


of Fxancis LEGuAr. 


great Gun Day and Night from each Ship, but 
by reaſon we did not know what Latitude we 
were in, we ſtray'd towards the North much 
farther than Dungesby-Head, the moſt Norther- 
ly Point of Scotland, in fight of which we ought 
to have Sail'd. At length Divine Providence 


1698. Our Voyage had laſted juſt ſeven 

Months from Batavia, and the whole courſe 

= my Travels were eight Years wanting twelve 
«46 | 
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Thankſgiving Hymn 


Mention?d Page 163, and Compos'd 


in the Iſland of St. Maurice, upon Oc- 


caſion of the happy Neus of my De- 
liverance. 


EF L 


E 7 Us F: ing to th Eternal a new Song 
Come Let us Rejoyce, 


In the Preſence of th Eternal 


| 1 he bleſs our God, 
Aud make the ſound of his Praiſe Echo; 
For he comes to give Life to our Souls. 
He delivers our Souls from Thraldom, 


To the end that we may bleſs his Name. 


Our Dwelling "I been in an uncouth Place ; 
Dur Habitation 
Has been in the Holes of Rocks : 
| The bloody Perſecutor has purſu'd our Souls ; 
He has trodden our Liberty under foot : * 
Hie bas buried hs alive, 
In dark and gloomy Places. 


- But 


15 
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But th Eternal fn deliver d Us 
From the hands of cur Enemy. 4 
He has made bim 4. hm d 
That would have ſwallow'd us up ! 
 Th'Eternal, 
The Rock of Ages, 
| The Rock of our Salvation, 
Has been to Us a ſafe Retreat 
In the Deſart of our cn 
He has hid us in his Palace 
Daring the bad Weather ! 
] He bas been both a Fortreſs to Us, 
| And a Deliverer ! 


- | | Come! © CDS 
Ye that are his Well-beloved ! 
Let our Mouths relate his Wonders, 
And let them bleſs bim for evermore ! 
Come 
Ye Inhabitants of Rocks, 
Let us Rejoyce with Songs of Triumph ! 


- Ow Days had almoſt fail d Us : 
Our Bones were in a manner dry d up : 
We were become like Cormorants 
Of the Deſart; 
Like Owls, BY 
That retire unto wild Places. 
We were lying in the ſhadow of Death ;. 
We were loaded 15 
Both with Affliction, and Sow. 


But th' Eternal has broken our Bonds! 

He has ſtrengthen'd our weak Hands, 

| And our trembling Knee. 
He has bid thoſe that ir bad of affiited Hearts, 


3 | Take 


Bu: 
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Tale Courage, and fear no more 


Come then, let us praiſe th Eternal! 
| For he is Good. 


Let us Magnifie ! Let us exalt his Name altogether ! 


For he has done great Things; 
And his Goodneſs laſts to all Eternity ! 


The red Dragon, the furious Dragon, 
That makes War upon the Saints, | 
Is come down againſt Us : C 
To devour Us. | 


Mi.e fed unto the Deſaris, 
To a Place prepar d by the Hand of God; 
His Com 725 here deſcended among Us, 
And his Bounty has comforted Us. 


The profound Gulfs 
Have threatned to ſwallow us up: 
The Impetuous Storms 
Have caus d Us to mount up to the Clouds, 


And then deſcend again to the loweſt Abyſs. 


| But 
T' Almighty who inhabits in the Heavens, 
Has been more powerful than the unruly Waters, 
Or the ſtrongeſt Surges in the Ocean. | 
Tb Eternal has commanded the Winds; 
He has broken the Seas ; 
He has turned the Tempeſt into a Calm; 
And the roaring Floods are appeas d. 


Th Eternal i 
Has made us to traverſe ſecurely | 
Te Defarts, and Seas. 5 
He bas deliver d us from the current of Waters 
da bort Ur away, © 


of Francis Lecuar. 
Let Us bleſs without ceaſing his Hog Name! 
Let Us ſet forth his Glory ! 
"Tis a good thing to praiſe th Eternal ! | if 
He abounds in Compaſſion ; — > 
And his Gooaneſs laſts for ever ! 


Roake' 5 
Bleſs th Eterna! | 
Iſtes ! | | | 
Bleſs th Eternal ! 
du Whirl-winds, Waves, Calms, "RENE 
Bleſs th Eternal ! | 
| Mountains, Deeps ! 
Bleſs th Eternal ! 
Riders | 
Clap Jour Hands! Praiſe th Eternal. ! 
Fiſh, Birds, Inſects 
Whales, Elephants 
Praiſe th Eternal! 
Heavens, Stars, Moon, Sun 
Men, Angels! 
Praiſe th Eternal ! | q 
My Soul ! | | 


Bleſs th Eternal ! 
Let all that is within Me, 
Bleſs the Name of his Holineſs ! 


Twill ef th Eternal at all times; _ 4 
His Praiſe 
Shall be continually in my Mouth. 
As long as I breath | 5 5 \ 
T ſhall praiſe th Eternal. . 
Let us Praiſe, Bleſs and celebrate th Eternal. | 


Lord. | | | 

Thou art worthy to receive 

Glory, Honour and Power, "+40 

Let | R + : Holy l 


% 
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* Holy! Holy! Hol! _. 
: Ts the 6 Lord G 
F 
| | | To Him | 
Sh That fits upon the Throne, 
Ez: And to the Lamb 
1 Be Praiſe, Honour and Glory, 
And Strength, 
For ever and ever ! 
| Amen ! 
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HE whole Critical Works of Monſieur Rain. 
Containing a Compariſon between Demoſthenes 
and Cicero for Eloquence, Homer and Virgil for 
Poetry, Thucydides and Livy for Hiftory, Plata 
and Ariſtotle for Philoſophy ; with the Opinions of the 
Wiſe-men of all Ages upon their Doctrine, and the dif- 
ferent Adventures of their Sects: together with his Re- 
flections on Eloquence in general, and particularly that 
on the Bar and Pulpit, on Ariſtotle's Treatiſe of Poeſie, 
wich a large Preface by Mr. Rymer : his Reflections upon 
Hiſtory, upon Philoſophy in general, upon Logick, Mo= 
rality, Phyſicks, Meraphyficks, and the uſe of Philoſo- 
hy in Religion. Newly done into Engliſh by ſeveral 
Ld in two Volumes in oQavo. | 


The Life of Guzman D'Alfarache: To which is added, 


The celebrated Tragi-Comedy Cæleſtina, written in Spa- 
niſh by Mateo Aleman, done into Engliſh from the new 
French Verſion, and compar'd with the Original by ſeve- 
ral hands. Adorn'd with Sculptures by Ga/par Bouttats 
in two Volumes in octavo. | | | 

The Life and Adventures of Lazarillo de Tormes, writ- 
ten by himſelf ; Tranſlated from the Original Spaniſh, 
and illuſtrated with 20 curious Copper Cuts, in 2 Parts 
in zwelves. | | 

The Nature of Uncleanneſs conſider d; wherein is diſ- 
cours'd of the Cauſes and Conſequences of this Sin, and 
the Duties of ſuch as are under the Guilt of it: To which 
is added, A Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of Chaſtity 
and the Means of obtaining it. By F. F. Oftervald Miniſter 
of the Church of Neufobattel, Author of a Treatiſe of the 
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A Catalogue of BOOKS. © 
Cauſes of the preſent Corruption of Chriſtians. A Ca- 


techiſm, Sc. In large octavo. 3 
- ,. The Gentleman's Dictionary in three Parts; viz. The 
Art of Riding the Great Horſe : Containing the Terms 


and Phraſes uſed in the Manage, and the Diſeaſes and Ac- 


cidents of Horſes. 2. The Milirary Arr, explaining the 


Terms and Phraſes us'd in Field or Garriſon, the Terms 


; relating to Artillery, the Works and Motions of Attack 


and Defence, and the Poſt and Duty of all the Officers 
in the Army: Illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Inſtances taken 
from the Actions of our Armies. 3. The Art of Navi- 
gation : Explaining the Terms of Naval Affairs; as, 
Building, Rigging, Working, and Fighting of Ships, the 
Poſt and Duty of Sèa- Officers; with Hiſtorical Exams» 
ples taken from the Actions of our Fleet. Each Part 
done Alphabetically from the 16th Edition of the Origi- 
nal French publiſh'd by the. Sieur Guillet, and dedicated 
to the Dauphin. Wich large Additions, Alterations, and 


Improvements, adapted to the Cuſtoms and Actions of 


the Engliſy; and above 40 curious Cuts that were not 
in che Original. In ctaν,ẽLꝝ 5: τ i py 22 fx 
Of Wiſdom, in three Books; written originally in 
French by the Sieur de Charron: With an Account of, the 
Author. Made Engliſh by George Stanhope, D. D. Dean 
of Canterbury, and Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Maje= 


ſty. The Second Edition. In ou. | 


The Compjear Horſeman, or Perfect Farrier ; in two 


Parts: Part 1. diſcovering the ſdeſt Marks of the Beau- 


ty, Goodneſs, Faults, and Imperfections of Horſes; the 
beſt Method of Breeding and Backing of Colts. making 
their Mouths, Buying, Dieting, and otherwiſe ordering 
of Horſes. The Art of Sbooing, with the ſeveral forts 
of Shooes adapted to the various Defects of bad Feet, and 
the Preſervation of good. The Arr of Riding and Ma- 
raging the Great Horſe, Sc. Part 2. contains the Sjgns: 
and Cauſes of their Diſeaſes, with: the true Method of- 


_ curing them. Written in French by the Sieur de Soleyſell, 


Querry to the preſent. King of France, apd:one of the 


Royal Academy of Paris. Abridg'd from the, Folio done 


into Eng liſh by Sir Milliam Hope, with the Addition of 

ſeveral excellent Receipts by: our. beſt Farriers.; and Di- 

rections to the Buyers and Sellers of Horſes. Iluſtrated 
with feveral Copper Plates, In «wo, 
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